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vants cannot strike. It is peculiar | to 
‘ qiear sections of the press howling 


“economy, while, -at the same time, they: 


i are every day robbing the public of Vie- 
 toria by having their newspapers’ sent to 
country towns at a great loss to the rail- 
ways. Then, again, we have commercial 
men howling economy because parcels 


and newspapers are not brought over by 


train from Western Australia, but by 
sea, because, the latter is the cheaper. 
‘In my own division, I have a nice lot of 
old ladies and eentlemen—very estimable 
citizens, though they are opponents of 
mine—and they, too, are howling 
economy; but when the Victorian overn- 
ment economizes by putting out of com- 
mission the boat which ran between Port 
Melbourne and Williamstown, these ladies 
and gentlemen howled more than ever. 
As 4 matter of fact, both the Government 
supporters and the Country party advo- 
eate economy for “the other fellow.” 
». Since 1916 Australia bas been misled 
and made a scapegoat of; and the reason 


we could not get to know what we owed. 


was that the Government did not want 


the public to know what they were spend- 


ing. The honorable member for Cook 
(Mr. 
showing that, while the Canadian farmer 
was receiving 10s. a bushel for his wheat 

_ the Austr aliad farmer was receiving only 
about 4s., and, at the same time, the 
@anadian workers had hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds spent on them in the 
manufacturing of commodities. Yet we 
were told by idee amongst us who “ wave 


the flag” that Australia was not doing. 
her share, though, as a matter of fact,’ 


she was doing ‘more than Canada. If 
the honorable member for New England 
o (Mriiey), as a farmer’s representative, 
is satisfied with what the Government 
_ have done in the past, and does not, while 





a member of this House, eae eee the | 
span it should continue as | 
hitherto, the farmers of New England 


Government if 


will not require him much longer. 


I wish to know from the Government 


supporters and from the members of the 
Oountry party whether they are willing 
to accept, 


=e 


know, nothing. 





ri Manon, 1 


yu means of Rintken.t frbareie public s ger- - of wages, they would do more ode. oe 


Catts) has to-night quoted figures | 


bi in the near future, another — 
little bill for £47,000,000 of which » we 

If those honorable mem- ie 
bers would exercise some economy in 


4 mative. i 
this direction, and ik only. in the matter 








: 1920.] 






We. by 1919-20. 


of course, if they did that, they would be. 
only common politicians, “whereas - they 
wish to be statesmen who always talk 
about “the country” and the “flag | 
under which we live.” If they gave ‘i 
more consideration to the people who | 
produce commodities than they do to the — av 
“flag” greater benefit would acerue to . 
the community. ae 
Question—That the sum proposed to” i 








be reduced be so fedncg ye cE Phage 
‘Committee divided. : Se ee tet 
Ayes BOs wie ot 
Noes 34 
Majority .. rae 
Ayzs. 
Blakeley, A. Maloney, Dr. 

_ Brennan, F. | Mathewsy Joo signal a 
Considine, M. P. MeWilliams, W. J. 
Cook, Robert Moloney, Parker 

_ Cunningham, L. L, Nicholis, S. R. 

- Fenton, J. E. Page, Dr. Earle a 
Gabb, J. M. Prowse, ohn 3 oh ai: 
‘Gibson, W. G. Ryan,. Tod. eee aT 
Gregory, H. Stewart, P. G. 

Hay, A. Tudor, F. G. 

Hill, W. C. Watkins, D-. 

‘Jowett, E. West, J. E. 

Lavelle, T. J. ea 

Lazzarini, H. P. . Tellers: 

Mahony, W. G. Catts, J. “H. 

Makin, N. J. O. | Page, James : 
| Nos. sane aks 
Atkinson, L. Jacksons 1): Su Siu) le aa 
Bayley, J. G. Johnson, W. Elliot 
Bell, G. J. Kerby, E. T. J.- 

~ Blundell, R. P. Lamond, Hector 
Bowden, E. K. Lister, Ty He NTA 
Bruce, 8. M. Mackay.) Gyles eth aie 
Cameron, D. C. Marks, W. M.. ae SARs 
Chapman, Austin Marr, C. Wie Oe ea ae 
Cook, Sir Joseph Maxwell, (Gi) Alaa 
Corser, E. B, C. Rodgers, ASS Te 


Ryrie, Sir Granville. 


Fleming, W. M. 
Smith, Laird 


Foster, Richard 





Fowler, J. M. Wienholt, Ons cae 
Francis, F. H. Wise, G. H. es 
Greene, W..M. . mae 
Groom, L, Tellers: 
Higgs, W. G. Burchell, Bo deeh a ne 
Hughes, W. M. I Btoryy Wo on a ee! : 
‘Pars. . 
Charlton, M. Livingston, A Re orig eae 
Anstey, F Watts: Woetae ters ies 5a 
Mahon, H. Bamtord, ha: Wien it oe 
pcnonaul, C. Best, Sir Robert, Le 
Riley, E Poynton, Pao: 5 


Question so resolved in the negative. oo i 
Amendment negatived. — 
Original questi og resolved 1 in “the aff 


eth 


“Resolution reported and adopted. a 









luti f W aud Manne! cover- ce 
ie ie ae en expenditure for the Commonwealth. ‘Police — 


: ing resolution of Supply, adopted. 

Ordered— 

That Mr. Haoghes and Sir He Cook do 
prepare and bring in a Bill to carry out the 
foregoing resolution. 

Bill presented by Mr. “‘Hocrizs, 
read a first time. 


. Motion (by Mr. Hueuxzs) proposed— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


- Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.9 ].—Although 
there has been a*lot of discussion. upon 
the amendment moved by the honorable 
“member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), 
there has been no discussion upon the 
Bill itself. I know that it was the inten- 
tion of some honorable members to move 
amendments to the Bill. Do the Go- 
-vernment propose to endeavour to: pass 
the Bill through all its stages to-night, 
or will they be content if the Bill passes 


to-morrow before the departure of the 


Inter-State trains 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Pfime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [11.10].— 
The Bill is for the purpose of enabling 
‘the Government to meet expenditure 
necessary to carry on the Public Service 
of the country, and it is essential that it 
be passed this evening in order that the 

Senate may have an opportunity of deal- 
ing with it to-morrow. 

Mr. Tupor.—Does that mean that we 
shall have to sit all night” 

Mr. HUGHES.—I hope not. I five 
no information on the matter at all. The 
honorable gentleman has asked me a 
question, and I have given him my 
answer. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

_ Bull read a second time. : 

In Committee : 

Clause 1 prec peeling i 

Clause 2 (Issue and application’ of 
£5,727,180), : 


Mr. FENTON Cu neiyenpney. [11.13]. 
—There is not the slightest hope of the 
Bill being passed before midnight, as 
several items have to be discussed, and 
therefore I am prepared to sit longer. 
Quite a number of items to which I ob- 
ject are included in the schedule of the 
Bill. There is, for instance, the proposed 
. further expenditure on the Bureau of 
_ Science and Industry. We have not yet 
_- passed the Bill authorizing the establish- 
ment of that institute, and yet the Go- 
vernment Propose to spond more. money 


oe 


and 


te -connexion neh te There is also the 
Force, which was established at. the whim 4&5 
of the Prime Minister. There are quite | i | 
a number of other items which, in my 
opinion, should be dealt with in detail. 
There has been a very fair amount of dis- | 
cussion upon various aspects of the Sup- 
ply Bill, but, so far, honorable members 
have had no opportunity of dealing with | 
‘particular items. Some honorable mem- 
bers purposely refrained from occupying 
the time allowed under the Standing» 
Orders on the original motion, and now 
we are expected to pass the Bill in globo Mi 
granting Supply for three months, and — 
authorizing a total expenditure of nearly 
-£6,000,000. If there is one thing that 
needs ‘to be discussed, ‘it is the financial - 
i “In the Postal - 

‘Department ae “the | accumulated — 
grievances would take a considerable — 
amount of time to. place before the new 
Postmaster-General, in order that some 
redress might be obtained. We have had’ 
a speech in general terms from He 
Treasurer, (Mr. Watt), but no. 
formation . with respect to some a \ 
the most important items in the 
Bill. The report of the Auditor-General - 
discloses an unfortunate state of affairs. 
Certain matters referred to by him ean 
only be elucidated in a detailed discussion : 
on this Supply Bill. It seems, however, 
that, notwithstanding the ‘protest made. 
by honorable members of the Corner 
party, we are going to be subjected to. the 
same tréatment that has been meted out 
‘to us during: the last five. years; but it 
there 1s any substance at all in our pro- 
test—I am referring now to the thir 
_ honorable members who voted against tl 8, 










































Mr. FEN TON. = there | is ae. prop e 
fo spend £3,000 in connexion with th 
Bureau of Science and Industry. y 
Prime Minister has not yet taken 
orable members into his confidence as 4 
the future of that Bureau, although a Cor 


spent upon Het as about time th 
some concrete ey were submitted t 
this Committee. If, however, hon 
members are ‘going: to remain ; 






athens: of pounds are ‘voted away, all 
that I can say is that if I were the editor 
of one of our metropolitan journals, I 
hy fe would certainly comment caustically upon 
Lig the insincerity of honorable members of 
this House who, while protesting against 
the action of the Government, failed 
when they had an opportunity of insist 
ing upon a scrutiny of the finances. 
- Treasurer has gone. I presume we shall 
not see him again .-in this cham- 
“ber for some time. I have no doubt 
_he is smiling at the thought of having in- 
ie _dulged i in an admirable piece of bluff, and 
é at having left the Prime Minister to 
bluff honorable members a little further; 
because honorable members appear ready 

to take the lash whenever the Prime 
“Minister cares to administer it. it 

is time that not only was a partial 
protest made by one section, or by two 
sections of the House, but that such hon- 
orable menibers as the honorable member 

for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) and 
others who have been loud-mouthed. in 

_ their protests during the course of this 
debate should demonstrate the genuine- 

ness of their criticisms. 

to vigorously challenge various items con- 

| tained in the schedule. If they let this’ 
opportunity slip through their fingers the 


Government will naturally and readily 


turn round and say, “We have a meek 


and humble and contented set of 
followers.” , 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. 7M) 


Chanter ) —Order! The honorable mem- 
ber is going right outside of ae clause 
altogether. 

Sir J osEPH Coox, rile has never been 
ein its 
hes Mr. FEN TON. -—It appears. to me, 
ey: sir, that one can discuss almost anything 








ee to this clause. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The | honorable 
the proper time to discuss the various 
items contained in the schedule; but the 
at is not. afforded at present. 

Mr. FENTON.—I do not wish to fall 
| foul of you;. sir, so early in the history 
ne Nad at this Parliament, but I beg to disagree. 
Phe CHAIRMAN. “Order! Will the 
honorable member resume his seat. 
ha Mr. Brennan.—I see before me all the 
Weeds elements of an intolerable tyranny. 


The CHAIRMAN.+I ask the honor- 








a “able ‘gate a for Batman to be silent when ‘ 


ee 





ae rea 1920 


The . 


It is up to them 


‘just taken.. 
under the sun when addressing himself . 


member will have ample opportunity at 


of the amount set out in the Bill. 
Treasury officials will confirm that. 


oN, 4)¢ 1919-20. Yad 





the Chairman is standing.’ 





The: Chair i 


has no desire to limit honorable mem- — 


trolling discussion in Committee. 
clause is' for a specific purpose, and 
the honorable member may deal with 
that purpose, and with that only. 


will have his opportunities. to refer 


bers’ rights or privileges, but the honor- 
able member for Maribyrnong ought to 
be well acquainted with the forms con- 
This" 





He 


to other matters when the Committee is © 


engaged upon the various items contained 
I ask him, therefore, to ~ 


in the schedule. 


restrict his remarks at this present stage. _ 
Mr. FENTON.—I am aware that if I 
wished to challenge any-item, I would be © 
compelled to wait until it came before 
the Committee in the ordinary course of _ 


consideration of the schedule. 
less, it appears to me that clause 2, which 


sets out the specific sum desired to be 


Neverthe- — 


issued and applied, is sufficiently wide to 


cover all that I have hitherto said or 
propose to say. 

Mr, Maturws.—You Sion sod 
work. That is why you were stopped.’ 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! I 
the hofiorable member for Melbourne 
Ports to withdraw that statement; it is a 
reflection upon the Chair. 

Mr. Matruews.—TI withdraw it. 


ask 


The-CHAIRMAN:—And I ask him. 


not to repeat it. 
Mr. Maraews.—That is a direct threat, 


Mr. FENTON.—This clause appears 


to invite discussion of a general char- 


acter. The first intimation that I had 
that the Government intended to put the 
Bul through followed upon the division 
I had felt.sure that, the fate 
of the Government having been decided 
in its favour, the Prime Minister would. 
naturally look for a little respite. It. 
appears, however, that he intends to force 


an all-night sitting. 


Mr. Pcie oe the honorable mem- 


ber can tell me, 


Mr. Tupor.—I point out that the Gal 
vernment will not require to have this 


measure passed through the Senate to- 
They have until Thursday next 


morrow. 
at least to deal with it. There is no 
need to pay before Friday next one penny 
The 





speaking as one human 
being to another, how this measure is to ~ 
be put though hoth Houses by to- “morrow, ms 
he will be free to go home now. 





























" proposition. 


Mr. Hucurs.—I do not eno. Oration s 


ib is fair or not; but it is very late, and 
the remarks of the honorable member 
_ for Maribyrnong have carried the convic- 
tion to my soul, and I can see that if he 
intends to proceed in the way he has 
started we shall be here a long time. If 
I am given an understanding, a gteabin 
that we shall get through the Bill by 4 
o'clock to-morrow afternoon I will be 
prepared to adjourn now. 
- Mr. Tupor.—We will agree to that. 
oer reported. 


House adjourned at. dU. 30 ie m. 


Senate. 
Friday, 12 March, 1920. 


The ‘Parsmens iSeaatue the Hon. T. 
_ Givens) took the chair at 11 am., and 
_ . read lis 


TRANSPORT FRIEDRI On SR UHE. 


Senator EARLE.-I ask the Minister 
for Defence, first, whether. his attention 
has been directed ‘to the press reports re- 
garding the very unsatisfactory condi- 

_tions which obtain on board the transport 
Priedrichsruhe; and, secondly, whether 
he will cause an inquiry to be held with 
the object of punishing those who are 
responsible for those conditions if such 
reports prove true?» 

Senator PEARCE My Abienion was 
directed to this matter in the first place 
by a report from our complaints officer at 
‘Fremantle. Subsequently, I read the press 

reports dealing with it. But immediately 
upon receiving the report of the com- 
plaints officer at Fremantle I instructed 
that upon the arrival of the vessel in Mel- 
bourne an inquiry should be held by a 
“> senior and reliable officer. . My reason 
_ for doing this is that a Court. of Inquiry 
usually takes such a long time to investi- 
gate complaints, and by the time it has 


eS 


| do anything effective. We have had ex- 
fi perience of that sort of thing several 
times. I have, therefore; adopted the 








lak ta anh action. MINES 


“Mr. FENTON.—I think that is a fair ay 


a completed its labours it is too late to 


course which i, have outlined, ‘SO. as ai 





Deletes Act 1903-1918 Silla bee amended, i 
» —Statutory Rules 1920, No. 83, No 34, : 
Seo Se en ea ‘ 
_ Excise Act. Reed amended. Stata m 
“tory. Rules 1920; No. 32. } ‘a 
‘Postmaster- General’s Depaxtment: Ninth 
Annual. Report, 1918-1919. 
War Service Homes Act.—Land heqntieds for 
- War Service Homes purposes at Banks 
town, ne South a (two potificationsh,, 





THE LATE SIR EDMUND BARTON. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. ‘ 
T. Givens) —I have to announce to the. 
Senate that I have received: a letter from 
Lady Barton, conveying the heartfelt 
thanks and deep appreciation of herself 
and family for the action of the Senate: 
in passing a motion of condolence with 
them upon the oecasion of the death of the — 
late Sir Edmund Barton. The reply will 
be embodied § in the records of the Senate. 


J 


CYCLONE IN QUEENSLAND. 
Retrer For SUFFERERS, _ 


Senator FOLL asked the Minister re 
presenting | the bhi Ws 
notice— : 






























bility 6 of. ear-marking a sum on the Es 
each year to provide: for losses from. ‘eyclons S 

Senator MILLEN.—The answer to the. 
honorable ents 's ae is as fol. 
lows: — 3 uy he x ry 


It is eaten that eis state. of 
finance makes it impossible for the C 
wealth Government to grant relief to 
ducers, suffering from the effects of eycl 
any éase, to uh relief | to those. who 


| mr 
WS a “ELECTORAL. 
REcounT OF Vores on Pagboes 
_ Representation PRINoIPLE. 
Senator PRATTEN asked the Mi 1] 
representing the Minister for 
Territories, upon notice— , 


structions for the pe ciate of ee 
for this. Chamber at the last. ele 








re Gs fi Marcu, 1920.) 


Pensions Act. 





to. Mhitnies an ates leson! for the | guidance 
of Parliament in considering the question? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The answer to the 
_ honorable senator’s question reads— 


It is a legal requirement that at the con- 


fies of the scrutiny all ballot-papers used in 
a Senate election shall be sealed up by each 


_ Divisional Returning Officer concerned, and held 


= < 
Pe 


_ by him in safe custody pending, their ultimate 
- destruction by direction of the Chief Electoral 


Officer, acting under the authority of the law. 
The parcels containing ballot-papers cannot 


~ dawfully be opened after the declaration of the 


poll except by an order of the Court of Dis- 


puted Returns in connexion with proceedings 
‘ae the ge | 


| NAVIGATION ACT. 


Senator BARNES (for Senator 


Mavenan) asked the Minister represent- 
ie ing the Minister for Trade and Customs, 


upon notices 


1. How many clauses of the. Naibation Act 


- have been proclaimed? 


2. How many, if any, of the ak clauses 
have been suspended? 

3. How much. of the Act. is now actually in 
operation ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The answer to 


the honorable senator’s we Basgiaa 4 is as fol- 
lows :— 





March, 1920. 


Fifty-two arene and two schedules were pro- 
elaimed to come into operation from the 2nd 
It has been decided to further 
postpun» the operation of the fifty-two clauses 
an] two schedules. 
now patna’ in operation. 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
Dr. Girrutn’s Term or Orrice. | 
Senator BARNES (for Senator Frr- 
RICKS) asked the Minister representing 


the Minister for Home and canis 
upon notice— 


» What was the date of the ened of Dr. | 
 Gilruth’s term of. office 


as Administrator ot 


the Northern Territory? 


f 
y 
4 


Senator RUSSELL. aL Be, answer to. 


the honorable senator’s question is— 


30th Naren 1919. 


INVALID AND OLD-AGE PENSIONS 
: ACT. 







_Apprication to NATIVES OF Barrisn 
Inpta. 


ere fae asked the Mi rota 


representing» the Prime carpal lg hes 
| notice— sk \ 


ye Us ‘Has the Government yet ipevinidleted the tet ide r 
ras ee extending to the natives of British ‘India | 


: ya meine in the Oe ahha who Pare the | 








No portion of the Act is 





necessary qualifications, the benefits of the In- — 
valid and Old-age Pensions Acts, by passing the 
amendment of existing legislation te amne! a a 
this being effected? ; 


Senator MILLEN.—The answer to ahd i 
‘honorable senator’s question is as oe 
lows : rae : " 


The matter is now under cronies Gott ee 
AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
REPATRIATION. BILL. on he o 
Motion (by Senator Mitien) agreed — e 


— to— 


That leave be given to introduce a Bill for 


an Act to make provision for the repatriation. 
i Of Australian soldiers and for other ea ae 


GOV ERNOR- GENERAL'S SPEECH : 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 


Debate resumed from 3rd March (one 


oe 


page 108), on. motion by Senator 
Lynca— Ee een 

That the following Address-in- Reply 
agreed to :— ; 


To His Excellency the Governor- General, 
May it Piease Your ExceLLtency: 

We, the Senate of the Commonwealth of — 
Australia; in Parliament assembled, desire to 
express our loyalty to our Most Gracious 
. Sovereign, and to thank.Your Excelleney for — 
» the Speech which you have been pleased to — 
address to Parliament. 


Senator #FAIRBAIRN (Victory . 
[11.8].—It is not my intention to offer 
any apology for making a few remarks — 


upon the motion: for the adoption of the — 
Address-in-Reply, although I have often. — 
noticed that the view is entertained by. 


the press and the public that any such a 


discussion is merely a waste of time. I 
hold that if honorable senators make eom- are 
ments upon the Government programme anh 
before it has been crystallized into Bills,a 
saving of time will be effected, because, — 


as Senator Millen remarked the other 


day, when once a measure has been Be ce 


mitted for our consideration it is very 
difficult to alter it. I contend, therefore, — 


that if Ministers are previously informed 
of the direction which criticism of their _ 


programme Is likely to take, that know- 


ledge is calculated to expedite the trans- _ ‘ 
In addition, — 


action of public business. 
it is only reasonable to assume that there 
is some intelligence to be found, even 
amongst the rank and file of this ‘Cham- 
ber, and suggestions of value to tha — 
country and the Ministry may SPiN be 


fr naatiagt from peas bak fists 


Nga os 


ti. aoe 








Governor-General’s Speech : 


I congratulate you, sir, 
return here after a most 
campaign, with a  six-years’ 
ahead of you. ‘At the 
Lam very 
to lose some of our friends oppo- 
site. Although I differ from them on 
political questions, I am of opinion that 


arduous 
tenure 


we have a very good Opposition here. I 


shall be especially sorry to part from my 
honorable friend Senator Grant, who has 
so consistently put forward advanced ideas 
on land questions, but has done so in 
such a kindly way that nobody could take 
offence. How. the Opposition will carry 
on in this Chamber after 30th June next 

it is difficult to say. | 

We all recognise » what a power of 
strength Senator Gardiner is, and we 
have a lively recollection of the occa- 


‘sion upon which he spoke for some 
eleven hours at a_ stretch. The only 
thing to which I take exception m 


that. honorable senator’s remarks 
the motion for the adoption of the Ad- 
dress-in-Reply, is the tone of his re- 


peated references to Bolshevism. He 
‘regards Belshevism merely as the 
rule. of the majority. But the very 
first thing that the Bolshevists did 


when they attained power was to dis- 
band the Russian Parliament, which re- 


presented a majority of the Russian. 


people. In my opinion, it is just as bad 
toi have an autocracy of the proletariat as 
it is to have an autocracy of the Czar 
and of the aristocracy. From what I 
-have been able to gather, the atrocities 
- which have been committed under the rule 
of Bolshevism, during the past few years, 
have been far ereater than those com- 


mitted under the rule of Czardom 
during centuries. In Australia we do 
not want that class,of rule. We desire 


democratic rule. 
question, T will read certain statements 
by. Maxim Gorky, the famous Russian 
author. In a recent: ‘magazine article, 
he says— 


The revolution and Bolshevik. rule in Russia ' 
has not heer followed by intellectual regenera- | 


tion: The new rulers are as brutal as their 
i Predeheseonk, and Bolshevist rule means the 
e AN eae of human beings and great workers. 


| Senator Rowe n. According b the 
ee Cn in this morning’s newspapers, the 
- Bolshevists are killing all the professors 


at there. 


wae Senator FAIRBAIRN. —Yes. ‘How they. 
are oe to educate san people ag do not 





upon your: 
an educated people, and, in my opinion, 


same time, 
sorry that we are about 


be somewhat different from that of the 


upon 


the age of voters, both male and female, 
ety eighteen, 


_ Such a provision gn our electoral system 
As bearing upon this PB ; Mi 


State such as. Queensland have not taken 






know, ‘In Australia, ‘however. we loved 
they will never contemplate a return to 
an autocracy, either of the ar ecr a kgs ar ie, 
of the proletariat. ae ae 

I am still of opinion that. Be ‘is sore ‘ 
thing in the nature of an anomaly, that 
we should have practically the same fran- 
chise for this Senate as obtains for the 
other branch of the Legislature. In such | 
circumstances it is difficult to explain to 
the people, why there should be two 
Houses of this Parliament. I note that . — 
our Labour friends wish to abolish the 
Senate— ee 

Senator NEWLAND. —And all the State 
Parliaments as-well. > bd 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—-I do not eater 
that that idea will ever catch on with the 
people. I have the temerity to suggest 
that the franchise for the Senate ought to 











































mei se of Representatives. Particularly — 
is this necessary In Victoria, where two ~ 
Padlinteats meet, and where the. feeling 
is growing that our parliamentary ex- — 
penditure must be reduced. The sugges- 
tion I desire to make not be favor- — 
ably considered by the Conservative — 
section of the community, but 1 think | 
it is one that will be generally — ac. 
ceptable in a democratic country. 
One .of the planks in the platform | of 
the Labour party is a reduction in 


and my suggestion is that 
children should be allowed a vote through 
their parents, which, in effect, is merely 
carrying out the principle advocated by 
the Labour party. I do_not suggest that 
every child should be entitled to a vote, 
but that parents supporting families 
should each be entitled to an extra vo 





wonld have a very steadying effect. 
lieve that the people of Australia ge 
a regard the bi- cameral system favo 


Af the people i in Queensland, when’ re- 
ferendum was taken on the abolition. OL: 
the one House in ou antag ade 


abs i dene oe now. -_ Sh 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—No, ad am s 
prised that Labour people in a democratic 
steps in the direction I have. guggeste 
by providing that married people m 
pe eat ‘should Pe a 













_ guardian. 








Governor-General’s Speech : 





extra votng power. JI am indebted to 


Senator Keating for courteously translat- 


ing from the French journal La Petit 


Parisien, the report of a debate in the 


sR. French Chamber on this question. When 


the first vote was taken, 200 out of 419 
supported the proposal, .and probably tie 
next iime it is submitted it will be passed. 
In Belgium the principle has been recog- 
nised to some extent, and I believe that if 
its provisions were clearly placed before 
the electors of Australia it would be uni- 


versally supported. M. Landry, who 
brought this matter forward, said— | 
Children electors! Is it a joke? What! 


‘The newly born to take part in the ballots! | 


Fixactly. Have they not civil rights? Can 
they not own, inherit, sell? Why have they 
not political rights? Why should they not 
take part under the same conditions as other 


members of the nation in the making of the 
laws to which they are subject? | | 


Of course, there is no question of making 
children vote in person. For the exercise of 
political rights recognised in them, just as 
for the exercise of their civil. rights, they 
would be represented by the father, mother, or 





Senator Rowznrii.— But there the women 


have -not the frarichise. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Perhaps not. 
My idea would be to give the mother and 
father of children each an extra vote. 

Senator Eartz.—Not an extra vote for 
each child? > : : 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—No. I think 
it would be difficult to differentiate in 
that way, The report continues— 

But then, it will be asked, a single elector, 
such as the father of a family, will be able to 
use several suffrages? Undoubtedly; it is then 


a system of plural voting? Not at all. One 
may speak of plural voting when a citizen is 


seen casting two or several votes by reason of. 


his fortune or his education../The plural vote 
is the negation of the principle of equality, 
which is at the root of our democratic insti- 
tutions. The family vote, which gives the suf- 
frage to every French person of whatever sex 
or age is essentially equality. It actualizes 
that universal suffrage which we think we 
have, but which we are very far from possess- 


ing. ; SR a ea 
That children represented by those who have 
the charge of their upbringing should par- 


ticipate in electoral matters is by no means. 


an absurdity. There is nothing in it out of 
accord with the fundamental principles which 
govern the society in which we live. The 


_ family vote flows from those principles if one 
chooses to properly understand them. It 
might even be said that the rights of children. 

in society should be, in one sense, regarded as 


superior to those of adults. The child having 
before him the whole of a long career to tra- 


» 


[12 Maron, 1920.) 


“family vote, it seems, 


_that of their children. 


marriage. 


Scnatot FATRBAIRN:—Thatie 96.0 0n 


Riana te 


. Address-in-Reply. hig 





verse, is he not interested in the proper pro-. 
cedure of public affairs more than ig the-old 


man approaching the decline of his days;-and 


who to-morrow will descend to the tomb? > Is. 


he not, if one may so say it, a more important ~ 
sen 


element in the nation? 


It remains to regard the political problems. : 


from the point of view of the philosopher. 
But when one has to pronounce upon a reform, 
it is, above all, its practical consequences, that 
should be regarded. The institution of the 


good. : 
The elected to-day hold their commission 
from an electoral body composed, for the 


greater part of celibates, or of men who have — 
not given to France the number of children — 


necessary for its endurance. It is amongst 
such classes of citizens that one has the least 
chance of seeing predominate care for the per-~ 


manent interests of the homeland (patrie). 


Citizens, on the contrary, who have charge of 
a large family will be disposed to think of the 


could have none but 


future of the country, upon which depends 


Can any one hold any 
doubt on this point? 
bated, at least, is that, with the family vote, 
questions interesting families will be treated 
by the public powers ina spirit quite. differ- 
ent from that which prevails at present. In_ 
this order of ideas, what trouble has there 
not been, even to this day, to get from Par- 
liament and the Administration measures only 
too modest,: which have but feebly redressed 
the. injustices overwhelming families. 


That is the case “here, even in a more 


pronounced degree than in France. 


Senator Mriuen. —- I understand the — 


honorable senator’s argument rests upon 


the presence and rights of children. It 


does not depend upon the occurrence of 


would be difficult to arrange as to how 


many children should carry a vote.» If — 
‘the Minister for Repatriation has any sug- 


gestions to offer in this connexion, they 
will be very welcome, 
on— 


When the family vote assures them pre: 
ponderance in electoral matters, they will have, 
without any trouble, the redress and the con- — 


sideration to which they are compelled to lay 


the heads of numerous families. will do more 


than all else to upset detestable prejudice — 


which exists in France against fecundity. 


Let us remember that it is the stationary — 
condition of our population which, giving our 
encouraged 
Let us reflect that this — 
war will have lost France, since 1914, as well — 


enemies numerical superiority, 


them to let loose war. 


by the deaths it has caused as by the decline 
of births, which will result, more than 


3,000,000 inhabitants before the end of this _ 
year. Our country rushes to ruin and to de- 


struction if we -do not destroy the canker 


) 


What will not be de- | 


The report goes _ 


claim. And a superior dignity conferred upon 


6 bal re 


which eats into it. . Against that canker the — 
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family vote is the most efficacious remedy, as 
well by its direct consequences as also in pro-_ 
viding means of obtaining measures to which 
recourse is equally necessary. Is public 
opinion insufficiently prepared to welcome this 
reform? Better enlightened, it will under- 


stand soon how it is necessary, and also how 


important it is to the very safety of France. | 


In Australia we are experiencing many 
of, the difficulties that are now confronting 
France, and more particularly in the 
matter ‘of a declining birth-rate. During 
the war 60,000 of our best men lost their 
lives, and it should be our duty and 
desire to facilitate marriage, and thus 
increase the number of our native-born. 
We 
to married people, who have greater re- 
-sponsibilities than single ones. . 
Senator Baxwar. Married Bree have 
all the money. 

Senator FATRBAIRN. — ‘Well, 


thie 
single ones must spend it. 


Senator Baxuar.—Union is been ne : 
a and married couples have more resources 


_ than single people. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. AE hdnornble 


~ genator must have ‘ 


gone the pace © ue Sins 
fore he. was married. 


Senator Baxnar.—li I did, I had many 


 gomrades. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN. = tinder loxiat: 
ing legislation, the basic wage paid to a 


Dtnarricd | man is the same as that paid to- 


a single workman, who may not have any 
| dependants. If we are to continue ask- 
ing our virile male population to marry, 
greater, consideration in the matter of 
wages will have to be shown them if they 
follow our advice. 
tions, a single man is paid as ich as 
married man who has to support a wife 
and three children, and that is certainly 
“a most extraordinary anomaly. It has 


been said that if the single man is paid a. 


lower rate than the married worker, a 
section of employers would engage the 
cheaper class of labour, to the detriment 
of the married. Whether that would be 
_ the case or not, I cannot say, but such 
an assertion has been made. ‘TL eannot 
understand how married people can be 


more affluent than single ones, as Senator 


_ Bakhap has suggested. It should be the 
endeavour of the Government to place 
every facility in the ‘way of people desir- 
ing. to marry, so that we ean have a large 







the consideration of the Gover ) 


should also give more consideration — 


people in its treatment of the pre sblem, 


owes now £718,322,726. Although a great 


Under existing pen 


‘increase in our native-born population, 
which, after all, is our best national asset. 


oF ee ee rae matter fo 





trust that something in the direction. a : 
have indicated will be done at an any 
date. It is an anomaly to have two Houses — 
elected practically on the same franchise, — 4 
and if our electoral law were amended — : 
somewhat on the lines I have indicated, 
it might have a steadying effect, and be | 
in the true interests of the welfare of the | 
Commonwealth. oe sia 
May T refer briefly. 0 the ae ei 
finance. The Prime Minister (Mr, 
Hughes) a stated that the finances of — 
the country are to be fully investigated. — 
Very shortly we shall have a Supply Bill) 
before us, when we trust the Government 
will give us every opportunity. of ae 
most carefully with all its provisions. The — 
Estimates of Expenditure for the next 
financial year will demand, close and wie 
consideration. In the Prime Minister’s 
speech to the electors, he enrol) a 
A huge burden of debt rests upon us, and 
it will require all the prudence and caution of — 
high statesmanship to deal with the problem. — Hs 
Until. the gradual liquidation of our war in-. 


debtedness, production and industry must sus- 
tain) aay imposts, an Government stresses — 





It is indeed - a problem when we remember. 
that Australia with its handful of people 


deal of that is. State debt, the Common. 
wealth I suppose owes quite £350,000,00 
and before very long, with the money 
required it Nagi our soldiers and for the 
gratuity, it will be something like 
£400,000, 00: That in itself makes on 
think that we ought to handle our fina 
cial affairs in as economical a way — 


Sie 
we can. A Commission ‘ppointed by 


(ee file ea a grpnt. ‘man. 
valuable suggestions. , Senator _ 
said that its suggestions were too vagu 7 
but it should be remembered that 
members, gould not eer: 80 into 


ala iG i, them in going ate 


details. These were Mr. Templeton 
Mr. Lawson, Mr. Broad, and | 
‘ovimuia | ‘They have been into the 


ous details | A Se re 







 tions,. because Miniter 





I should like to see the Com- 
see that effect is given to its recommenda- 


Departments have an enormous amount 


_ of work to do, and would weleome a body 
of that sort. 
‘gestions 


T understand that the sug- 


mean a saving of about £3,000,000 a year. 


- That is always something, although we 
~are becoming used to talking in millions. 


I remember how the late Lord Forrest 
staggcred everybody with his celebrated 
question, ““ What is a million?” 
days a million is nothing. We go in for 
a loan of forty odd million pounds. If 


_ would direct special attention to the Tol- 
- ljowing statement in the report regarding 
the record and correspondence more ge 


the mail braneh of the peat Genera 


: Bost Office", 


. we shall have to spend more money in. 


Paper work, involving, in many instances, 
voluminous, reports and returns, and further 
reports and returns, is an absolute disease in 
the General Post Office, Sydney. 


That I take to be a dangerous disease 


‘which needs to be checked at once. I should 
hike the Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) to 


appoint a small Committee, preferably of 
business men, to help him to go ‘nto this 
matter. Hig is one of the great spending 
Departments, although fortunately of late 


it has produced more revenue than it has 


spent, but if we are going to be liberal 
to the country districts, as I hope we are, 


i va that direction, 60 that. we shall soon have 








a. deficit again on the operations of the 


The 


Department, ifveare is not taken. 


report continues—_ : 
Tf an officer had ‘set out eh the deliberate 


intention of ereating unnecessary work and 


positions for employees of the Service, he could 
not have devised a system more in keeping 


with such ideas than the system now in opera- 
tion. I am perfectly satisfied that no business 
institution could possibly maintain such a 


grotesquely absurd system without having at’ 


an early date to seek refuge in the Bankruptey 


_ Court. 
Mio Ther is by no means the sort of a 
iy The passage” I 
have quoted is a tremendously strong in- 
: So pale ant cf should ae to know aA 


that we want to seek. 


he Oui initae has not ‘the Me to. carry 
out its suggestions, a Committee ought 
_ to be appointed for the purpose. 
report we have: concrete suggestions for 
economy with efficiency, and I think the 
_ Government are dealing with some of 
them now. 
mission given power“to continue and to. 


In this 


in charge of 


made in‘the Commission’s report. 


Nowa- 


on right lines. 





the Le Le: ene. has 


gentleman who devised that system an 
He should — 


remains in the Post Office. 





certainly have been found something else 


to do by now. 


are going to bear fruit. 
. Naturally during the war it was im- 


possible to look into these details, and we ~ 
‘They fell: 


sympathized with Ministers. 


BB I hope that in these fe 
directions the promises of the Government es 


into ill-health from the vast amount of ; 


work they had to do, as it was. 


As the 


Prime Minister put it, “A Democracy | 
is not a good machine for a war,’ .so he 


had to become an autocrat, white was 


‘rather a congenial oceupation for him. 


At any rate, he did it very well. We are 


proud. of the way in which he carried 


things through in many directions; but 


now we want to get back to our old parlia- 
mentary system. We want to scrutinize _ 


the Estimates, and’ I feel sure’ 
Ministry are going to give us an oppor- 
tunity to do so. 
could induce the Leader of ‘the Senate 
(Senator Millen) to ‘‘name the day,” 
although that is always difficult, so 


that we may go through our Estimates: 


in a. really intelligent . way. Even 


thie) 
I shall be glad if we — 


though the money is spent, we may make © 


suggestions to Ministers to prevent much — 
of the expenditure recurring next year. an 
I suppose Senator Millen is not yet in a 


position to name the actual day, but 
no doubt it will be before long. Last 


session we dealt with. the Estimates for ~ 
about two hours, and then the money was 


‘pretty well all spent, so that our sug- . 
perfectly _ 


gestions for economy were. | 
futile. We wish to get back now to our . 
old system. Prelatncns must have — 


charge of the finances, and we must set 
about curtailing our expenditure so that. — 


we may carry on without undue suffering 


to the whole community. 


Senator Gururi.—We rather want to 


find means to increase our income. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—That is a very 


difficult thing to do, with a drought upon — 
-us. Seven million sheep have actually — 


died in New South Wales up-to the end 


of last year, and about 3,000,000 have | 


gone since, so that, 
our ‘production is be nd to fall off, 


T am sorry to say, 


An inquiry is now being conducted into 


the question of the basic wage, The 


Commission, as it is now formed, is not- 


Mr. 


J ustice | Higgins 3 





asked ae a thorough aa coer inquiry 
into the basic wage. We have now a 
Commission, with Mr. Piddington as 
chairman, appointed by the Government, 
- three members: appointed by the em- 


ployers’ bodies, that is, the Chamber of 


Commerce, the Chamber of Manufac- 
tures, and the Employers’ Federations 
all over Australia, and ‘three members 
appointed by the industrial unions. We 
predicted, and our prediction is coming 
true, that it would become a debating 
society. 

Senator pg Iancrs—lt is a great eal 
worse. 

Senator FATRBAIRN, — Yes: I am 
afraid it is ,inflaming the passions of 
both employers and employees—the very 
thing which we are trying to avoid. . 

Senator Mirien.—It is mighty near 
a competition in romance. _ 

Senator FATIRBAIRN.—Yes. The .* 
employees are bringing forward \ what 
_ they would like to have; but they do not 
regard the possibilities of the case. I 
suppose all honorable senators saw that 
extraordinary list of necessities pub- 
lished in the press on the 27th of last 
month. It eomes to £4 0s. 9d. per week 
for food alone. I understand that there 
is also nearly £1 a week for housing, and 
‘over £2 a week for clothes. We have 
made it up and find that the basic wage, 


according to our Labour friends, actually. 


comes to nearly £10 a week. ‘T’he present 
basic wage is, 


lately impossible for Australia to con- 
- template. | 
- Senator Gururm.—What has been the 
basic wage of the squatter? | 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—We are not 
dealing with that-question. 
squatters have had no basig wage at all. 

Senator GurTaris. ie rienel have been in 
clover. } 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—1I can -assure 
the honorable senator that many of the 
squatters in New South Wales are at 


present in a state of insolvency. That is. 


-a yery unkind remark. for my honorable 
friend to make. T have heard many 
_ sneers from him before on this. “question. 


Senator Fort. — Some Queensland 
" equatters are not very flourishing. sg el 
Senator FAIRBAIRN, — No; and 


ei of the New South Wales men are. 





‘ actually perishing. I have lent men bags 








of Mowe tb carry on me many a tim 
‘before now. I quite conéeur with Sena 


£15,000,000 every year; but Canada’s in-, 


a years 
‘if think, between £3 and. c 
£4. An increase to £10 ‘would be abso-" 


Many of the © 































tor Guthrie that if we could give our . 
workers £10 a week, we should do so. I _ 
should be most ‘delighted to do ‘it. ~The 
employers. want to approach this matter 
in a humanitarian way, and give the em- 
ployees the best possible wage and the — 
best surroundings, so that they can rear 
their families in ease and comfort; but 
we certainly cannot pay a wage of. £10 
a week. It was shown at the Commis- 
sion which gat recently | in New South | 7 
Wales that an increase of only Is. a anit) a 
week meant no less than £2,500,000 a = 
year to the workers of ‘Australia. ‘An rhea) 
crease of the basic wage from its gail) 
figure up to £10 a week would mean no. 
less than £350,000,000. The total pro- / 
duction of Australia, including manufac- — 
tures and agricultural and pastoral pro- 
ducts, is worth only £283,000,000. A 
proposition of that” sort, Det 
duces itself to an impossibility. aie 
Senator Gururre—Yet £2,250 ,000 igen 
excess war-time profits were taken by the. 
Government. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—That was fae 
two years. Canada, which was in a for- 
tunate position, collected no less than | :) 


come tax amounts to only £2,000,000 a 
year, whereas the State and Federal in- 
come taxes In Australia total £13,000,000 
The extra war-time profits tax” 
came from money made by some people 
in excess of what they made before the 
war. [was amazed that the amount 
was so small. It is plain that certai 
individuals made more during the 
than a did before; and it. was 


hind Ue le 
They made extra “itt and ia 
want to bleed the country in time of Ww 
if a not an aye grumbled very 


some 
ca Ei 


Mr, Willtam Beaks M.L. C., is ron s 
ney, who was on the Committee appoin 
by the New ey Wales Legisle 1 


‘of Ohildcall BAL ante a hla the ae 


number of children to ree: 


as = <4 
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workers, Pee poe bait i ie 
_ workers were unmarried, and 20 per cent. 
of the married workers had no dependent 


children. Therefore, in fixing the basic 
wage for the “needs of a\ family of three 


dependent children, they were providing 
-for two children who did not exist.. That. 


is our theoretical objection to the fixing 
of a basic wage for a man, his wife, and 


. three ehaldaean My. ‘Brooks. stated fur- 
ther—— 
Every shilling increase per week on the 


7 


tien 
wanted was a man like the present 





basic wage meant £2,500,000 per annum, and 
‘that showed the necessity for full informa- 
tion. . . . Tke Chairman of the Commis- 
sion (Mr. Piddington) had laid it down that 
he would take evidence as to the actual cost 
of living of any. class covered by the ree 
tion Act. Py 

There is another Mieiben: we ~ obiect te. 
The Prime Muinister’s original instruc- 
tions were that the Commission should 
not deal with any but the lowest. class 
ef labour. The intention, was to. ascer- 
tai how much would keep a man, his 
wife, and three children in decency and 
com fort, but Mr. 
inguire into every class ‘of labour that 
is represented before the Commission. 
This will prolong the inquiry to a very 
great extent, and cost an enormous sum 
of money. | ‘do not’ know hew our labour 


friends are standing the strain, but the 


employers are feeling it keenly, and it is 
likely the inquiry will go on for twelve 
months at least. 


Senator DE LARGIE.—It on not mat- 
ties 


if we obtained a decent report. 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—That is 
but the constitution of the Commission, 
with representatives of the employees on 
one side making heavy demands, and 
employers on the other side endeavouring 
to keep the amounts down, seems to pre- 
clude any hope in that direction. I have 
no hesitation in saying that, speaking 
generally, the employers wish to deal 
with employees in a humanitarian man- 
ner, and in connexion with this inquiry 


we want the truth, and not grotesque 


statements such as have been brought Pe. 
fore the Commission. 

Senator CrawFrorp.—lf the inquiry 
lasts for twelve months, much of the Ane 


‘formation will be out- or: date. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—That is 
because probably the prices of commodi- 
ties will have risen to such an extent. 
My greatest objection is to the constitu- 
of the Commission. What. was 
Shair- 
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committee 
employees—to determine this important — 


Piddington intends to 


SOR 


- tem of Sedat | 
often I wonder if people under akan what i 


so, : 


N | j 


Adiress-in-Reply. rhe 


. 


statistician. 


any friction between repres entatives GL: 
the employers and, employees. 


save a lot of the time now occupied in 
hearing ccmplaints. The Court could 


than fix a higher remuneration for skilled fe 


or dangerous employment. ees 


Senator Barnes.—Is that not what 
Mr. Justice Higgins has asked for? 


Senator FATIRBAIRN.—Yes, I have — 
Mr. Justice Higgins has 


already said so. 
asked for an expert ecommittee—not a 


compesed cf employers and 


matter. And this is what the Prime 
Minister prcm:sed during his electioneer- 
ing campaign. He said— 

We have long ago adopted in Australia the 
principle of compulsory arbitration for the 
settlement of industrial disputes and of the 
minimum wage. 
mum wage, | 
wage—a wage for unskilled and light. labour, 
upon which is to be superimposed extra re- 
muneration for skill and the arduous nature of 
the work. . 

Mr. Piddington does not realize the 
trouble that is ahead of him. We were 
told that the Commission would last for 
about six weeks, but the inquiry has been 


proceeding for over three months now, 


and the Commission. is not half. way 
through the Victorian evidence, 
quite likely that the inquiry will take 
fully twelve months. JI hope that some 
good will come out of the inquiry. As 


employers, we are doing the best we can 


to carry on, but we have a lot of trouble 


to find the money and get the evidence 


together, pay counsel, and meet other ex- 


penditure not covered b~ the amount PEO™ 


vided by the Government. | 
I trust that the Government will bring 


down some well-thought-out scheme to , 


improve the procedure in the Arbitration — 


Te as “the. 
wish of the Arbitration Court ‘that the — 
basic wage’ be fixed, because this would | 


B59 
man, assisted by Mr. Knibbs and Shot 
There would not then be» 


— 


When I speak of the mini- 
speak, of course, only of a living | ~ 


SG 1b) As) 4 


Court, because we are pledged to the sys- — 


arbitration, though 
it means. 
Senator Gururim.—The 
with inter-State disputes. 
Senator 
every dispute of late has become inter- 
State in character. It is important that 
we should clearly define the functions of - 
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court in 
relation to the State tribunals, and I 


ter, 


FAIRBATRN: But mbes | 


Comin ee 
wealth Arbitration Court can ena deal — 


, Pr 
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a that some aod will come out ot veh 


quent friction. 


proposed 
of the Constitution. At present there 
is very serious overlapping and conse- 
When the last shearers’ 
award was made by Mr. Justice Higgins 
the shearers in Queensland immediately 


approached the State Court, and obtained 


a variation of the award. This proce- 
dure is quite ridiculous. There should 
be but one authority. . We must endea- 
vour to get rid of all this industrial dis- 
turbance that is retarding our progress. 
We cannot have compulsory arbitration 
and the strike weapon too. Any amend- 
ment of the Act should I think, provide 
for the adequate punishment of in- 
dustrial crime, because it is a crime to 
inflict the terrible hardships of a strike 
upon innocent people. Senator Bakhap 
pointed out the other day that the recent 
dispute with the marine engineers was 
disastrous in its effects upon the people 
of Tasmania. We do not, of course, 


“want to put men in gaol for striking, but 
in the amendment of our arbitration law. 


we should, I think, provide a penalty 
for any breach of that law in just the 
same way as penalties are imposed for 


‘preaches of other laws. 





Senator pE Laretn. 
erime for any body of workers to strike 
striking means the stoppage of our food 


supplies. 


Senator FATRBATRN One ie the 


most hideous crimes any body of men 


eould commit is to aim at starving people. 


Senator Barnes. —Sometimes you have 


‘to starve a lot of people before you can 
get them to strike. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—No doubt the 


honorable senator is right if he has in 


mind what has happened. in the past, but 
-T am sure he will agree that if we can 


establish our, Arbitration Court on rea- 
sonable lines, there ought to be no excuse 
for striking, "and its findings ought to be 
obeyed. 


Senator Barnus.—I agree with you. 


Senator FATRBAIRN. — Arbitration 
is the only civilized means of settling dis- 
putes. One of the principal objections 
of employees to arbitration is that it 
takes such a long time to get to the Court. 


That, of course, is a valid objection, and 


we ahould sadnawoer to save time by de- 


‘termining what is a reasonable basic 


Dw 


ase, and the Court, I think, 


wy! 





Convention on the amendment — 


of one Judge and two experts. 


at, 










Sadater Hines ee hous | yo 
over the difficulty created by tetas 
prices following the fixing of an award. 
Senator FALRBAIRN.—1I cannot at 
present say how this movement of things — : 
in a vicious circle can be overcome. Ide- 
plore as much as anybody else in the com- =” 
munity the continual rise in the price HORS a aie 
commodities. I think it is due to some ~~ 
extent to the importation of goods from 
other countries where the demand is so 
keen, but I hope that, we have reached the Ue 
hmit. ey 
Senator ps Larere.—Our. tdadaates: Bae 
are not imported, and the producers are. 
the poorest paid pele in. set COM) ae 
munity. aye ake 
Senator FATRBAIRN. —In the case of a 
our foodstuffs the world’s parity operates. — 
Prices in other countries being so high, 
local prices rise in sympathy ; but fortu- 
nately we are better off in Australia than 
in any other part of the world. For the 
future working of our Arbitration Court | 
I would like to see three J udges appointed © 
with power to delegate certain of their 
work to boards, with an understanding _ 
that disputes be inquired into within a 
stipulated time. The worker naturally | 
resents being kept hanging about for a 
long period before he can get to the he 
Court, asis the case to-day. 4.09) 72093 ne 
Senator Barnzs.—lIt would pay us igen | 
appoint twenty J udges if they, could 
keep matters going. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN. | oT a UREE : 
ment of three Judges would be sufficient 
if the basis which I have suggested were 
adopted. Hither party should have the 
right to refer a dispute to a board, which 
could be very rapidly ¢reated, and ‘consist 
Thus 
great deal of time could be saved. We 
should not take’ away the right to strike 
altogether. We know that we cannot 
compel an employer to keep going if to 
carry on will involve his ruin; and neither 
can we compel a workman to give his 
labour if he cannot live upon the wage 
paid to him. There must be retained the 
right to strike; but it should be sur- 
rounded by precautions. There should * 
be no strike or lock-out permitted except 
by consent of the Registrar of the Court, 
and only after a secret, ballot | conducte ! 
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strike at the’ ‘game time. 


Senator pre  Lararm.— You should 


abolish compulsory arbitration altogether 
if you retain the right to strike. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—I know that 
it is now being advocated that compul- 
sory arbitration be done away with. Be- 


_ fore the days of arbitration, we had not 


anything like as many strikes as we have 


z) had lately. 


Senator Bienes. 220 Sam afraid the 
cite senator has foreottten much of 
the history of this country. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. — Whether or 


not, the policy of Australia to-day is 


arbitration, and it is for us to make as 
perfect as possible the machinery of arbi- 


tration, which is undoubtedly open to 


The Court should 


much improvement. 


noi bave the power to grant preference, | 


for that is at the bottom of many of our 
difficulties. I would also like to have it 
made law that the funds of unions should 
not be used for political purposes. I 


_know of men who have been compelled to 


make payments into a union, and who 
have seen their money employed to sup- 
port a political aspirant in whom they do 
not believe. 

Senator Barnrs.—Does not the Em- 
ployers’ Federation do the same? i 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—The 
ployers’ Federation does not pay any of 
its money into any. political fund. 

‘Senator Barnes.—Then, where do you 
get all. your money from? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—It is a strict 
rule, both m, Great Britain and_ the 
that union funds shall 
not be applied to political purposes. 


Senator Barnes.—You seem to have 


any amount-of money to fight with. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—What we do 
get is obtained by private -subscription; 


but we are unable to secure anything like 


the amount of money that the honorable 
party evidently always has 
available. I might tell the honorable 
senator, privately, that the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) was amazed to learn 
how little money we had when he came 
rover tO our side. 
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principle of. arbitration and the right to 


| We were 
_ doing nothing else but es before we 
had arbitration. 


Em- 


Address-in-Reply. 


Beiiae Szenror.—Does not ‘the 


Court ? 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.— The worst my 
thing one can do is to go into a Court — 


Senator pm Larcrs.—If we get away 
from compulsory arbitration we abandon — 


every prospect of settlement. up 


Senator FAIRBAIRN—That is the 
view also held by the Labour unions of 


Great Britain and the United States of 
America. I think, personally, that com- 
pulsory arbitration 


suggestions to help the Arbitration Court 


to do its work in the best way possible. 


hon- a 
orable senator think that more could be is 

made of the principle of conciliation be- 
fore the parties enter the Arbitration — 


vp dase 


-at all. One can never secure conciliation _ 
there. One is fighting for one’s life in — 
a Court. i 


is bound to break | 
down, but we have not got to that stage — 
yet, and we must do our best in providing 


Arbitration has obviously come to a dead — 
end now; and the Labour unions, which 


were chiefly responsible for securing the 


principle of arbitration, are now entirely — 


antagonistic to the Arbitration Court. 


We must search for some method of im-— 
proving it, and if it cannot be mended it 


must be Soded. 


I have ventured to place ie mat- Mi 


ters before the Government, of which I 
trust they, will take note. 
most anortar session ahead of us 





—one 


of the most vital, perhaps, that Australia — 
has ever known—and I have done my © 
a few practical ideas. — 
Our chief objective should be the restora- — 


best to present 


tion of harmony between employers and 
employees. - 


making point of view so much as from 
the humanitarian aspect. 
that the 


ean be provided. 


We have ha 


I know that the former wish — 
to look upon business not from a profit- _ 


They desire — 
conditions under which the — 
workers live and toil shall be the best that _ 
They want good sur- — 


roundings for the working people so that — 


Australia may produce a race of which — 


we shall all be proud. 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [12.7]. 
‘I regret that the Leader of the Opposi- — 
tion (Senator Gardiner) 


is not present 
to-day, although it had not been my in- 
tention to spend much time upon. the 


subjects raised by the honorable senator. 


In his usual aggressive way he made an 


onslaught upon ete one who happened — 


\ 
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to disagree eh ie I think it is un- 


necessary to take very much notice of his 


utterances, because I look upon the hon- 
erable senator now as a relic of a dead 
past. On 30th June next he will stand 
in this chamber as a monument to remind 
us of what is not but might have been. 
The Official Labour party has been found 
dead, and a coronial inquiry has been held. 
The verdict has been that the party died 
through loss of brains, blown out by its 
own hands while suffering from over- 
indulgence in a variety of nostrums dis- 
tilled from anti-Australianism,\ selfish- 
ness, and cowardice. The Official Labour 
-party has undertaken and accomplished 
political suicide in a most effective man- 
ner. That being the case, it is un- 
mecessary, and, perhaps, unkind, of me 
Ps ibuke further ‘retorences to what the 
Leader of the party in the Senate said 
in the course of his address. Hence I in-, 
_ tend to turn briefly to some of the most 
- important items mentioned in the Go- 
_vernor-General’s Speech. 
One most important subject is that of 
the Pacific Possessions of Australia. I 
know that a short while ago, when our 
mation was at war, one had to speak 
guardedly concerning those matters 
which I intend now to refer, for the rea- 
son that one would be dealing with an 
ally to whom Australia owes a consider- 
able debt of gratitude. 1" refer to 
Japan. Without doubt Japan played 
the part of an honorable ally by policing 
the Pacific, and undertaking the safe 
convoy of our troops. But we have to 
recognise that there may come a_ time 
when Japan will not be so friendly to- 
cowards Australia. We have to recognise 
also the potential powers of such a 
nation. We must remember that J apan 
within the past twenty-five years or so 
has sprung up from-a very insignificant 
position among~the nations of the world 
to a firomipat | place, and we must not 
overlook that, adjacent to Japan, there is 
an Asiatic population of anything be- 
tween 400,000,000 and 500,000,000. 
‘There is a marked similarity between the 
é Japenese and many of the peoples of 
Asia. ‘This resemblance and affinity 
_ must, sooner or later enable the Japanese 
to educate, consolidate, and organize 
the Asiatic races more effectively _ than 
any other nation could do. It is only. 
natural to anticipate thee J, apan will 
Senator marie, 





_ exercise » great power over China, and that 


TO 


sympathetic administration. 





! 


those two nations some. day will: have be- . 
come .a united factor’ in the. world’s ~ 4 


affairs. Then, what, will be the outcome? 
There cannot be any natural feeling SOE aN 
fellowship between Asia and Australia.” 
Our principle of a White Australia, ‘by, | Ae 


which we must stand or fall, necessarily ae 
embitters the Asiatic peoples; and, ex- a 
cept for diplomatic reasons, there can | 


be no real friendship between | the people 
of Australia and the millions of Agial ce 
A glance at the map, will force us to 
realize the danger to Australia, should 
any- act of hostility be taken against US 
by that enormous population. Stretching 
from Asia to the northern part of Aus- 
tralia is a chain of islands which would 
enable an invading force, without any 
difficulty, to jump almost from land to 
land. Now, we hold, either by original 
possession or by conquest, very consider-. 
able areas in the, Pacific, and it behoves | 
us to do all ‘that we can ‘to develop those 
Possessions, and to settle them with white 
people. Whilst there are many ways im 
which Australia may further this policy, _ 
the easiest and most important, to my 
mind, is the establishment of regular 
steam-ship service with” those islands. — 
From private information, I learn thai 
our Possessions in New Guinea—Papua Z 
and the annexed German territory—are_ 
languishing from lack of regular and re- 
liable steam-ship service. . 
Senator Forrn.—And becatise of un 



























Senator FEARLE. “Sempavnan ade 
ministration would naturally follow. the 
establishment of a regular and reliable 
steam-ship service. Australia 1s. #01 
in for a very effective system of natio 
ownership of steam- ships, a. policy 
which I entirely agree. The success 
any nation depends largely upon the po 
bility of securing cheap and reliable tra 
port for its commodities. I avery 


ina Gna of doubt. Iam not at all sg UT 
‘ whether, the Government can use. theit 
nationally-owned- steamers for the pur- 
pose of Inter-State trade. That they a 
at liberty to use them for the transpor 
of goods beyond Australia ‘io d 
questioned. | 
can be employed in trading to Py 
Te rianiay and to ues! Possessi 





ee) WT A) 
ayy te stub obi 
AAPA TE 


- commodation on 







a \ ey 
ah not inked: up with the mainlind by 
5 “rail, I cannot say. 


Senator Farrparen—l ao not. think 
“anybody. would object i ‘them being thus. 


| engaged. 

~~ Senator EARLE. as or He I. I do not 

| ‘think that the validity of the act would 

ever be contested. Consequently I urge 
the Government—important as it is to 

' use our steamers for the transport of 

goods beyond Australia—to utilize a por- 

‘tion of the fleet for the effective linking 

_ up cf the mainland with the islands of the 
-Pacifie and with the State of Tasmania. 

Senator Prarce.—Very few, if any, 0 

those vessels are suitable for that parti- 
cular trade. There is no passenger accom- 

- modation on any of them. 

_ Senator EARLE.—The trip is not one 
upon which passengers would suffer any 
serious inconvenience, and if moderate ac- 

-commodation were provided, the service 
would be hailed with delight. I had the 
pleasure recently of coming across from 


Tasmania by a large ocean-going boat, and 


_ I am quite sure there is not a~ ‘steamer 
owned by the Commonwealth which 
 eould not provide accommodation equal 
to that enjoyed by passengers on board 
that big vessel. Yet there were some 


biereds of passengers aboard who were ~ 


very glad of an opportunity to travel by 
her. We could not perhaps provide ac- 
our Commonwealth 
steamers equal to that which is to be found 


on the White Star liners, but it is not 


luxurious apartments that are needed. 


We do not require to cater for wealthy 
tourists, 


but for the men who wish to 
settle in the Pacific Islands, who will 


build up Australian interests there, and 


_ protect our shores against invasion should 


' the occasion to do so ever arise. 


_. Because of its insular position Tasmania 
must necessarily suffer more or less 


_ from Federation.. Even if it gets its share 
of the good things that are dispensed 


by the Commonwealth, it cannot possibly 
be as well off as are the States on the 
mainland. But our Constitution does 
not allow the Commonwealth to dif- 
ferentiate between States, and the treat- 


ment. meted out to Victoria and New 
South Wales must also be that whieh is 
meted out to Tasmania and the northern 
part of Queensland. If it be possible for 
the Government to employ steamers for 
Bae 4: the eae. of Inter-State trade, it is. 
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an reasonable to ask that. at lento one 


or more of those vessels should be en- o 
gaged to create a reliable connexion be- 


tween Tasmania and the mainland. 


Senator Forr.—Under ordinary con-- 
ditions, is there not a.very good service » 
between Tasmania and the mainland? 
condi- — 
tions existed so long ago that one almost — 
forgets them. During the past four or _ 
five years we have had a continuance of — 
traffic interruptions by reason of strikes. 
Com- 
-monwealth vessels held up as the result 
of those strikes ae with pri : 


Senator EARLE.—Ordinary 


Senator Forn.—Were not the. 


owned vessels? * 


Senator HEARLE.— No 


We 


a large extent be done away with. 


do not have strikes in our Civil Service, 
and why should not the marine engineers, __ 
. the sailors, and those who can be relied 
upon to devote their lives to this particu- 
lar occupation, become civil servants of 


Australia ?. 


Senator pe LAargre.—With the Govern- 
ment stroke included ? 





doubt. — - Hi ue 
think that a system could be evolved by 
which the weapon of the strike might to 


Shaler TO RLEL TT Lane eie thers i 


is a Government stroke in many institu. 

but it does not always exist; and 
I think that to a very great extent i 
might be eliminated from this particular 
I\do hope that Ministers will 


tions ; 


service. 
give earnest consideration to. the sug- 


gested extension of facilities for transport 


to Tasmania and to our northern Lo ie ts 


sessions in the Paetfic. 


Another matter which is mentioned. oy) ve 
‘the Governor-General’s Speech is that of 


silver coinage in Australia, and with it Il. 


Although that embargo has just been 
removed for a period of six months, I 


have very grave doubt whether the pro-. me 


shall connect the utilization of all metals 
produced in the Commonwealth. At the — 
present time there is a very considerable 
unrest among the silver and lead workers. pals 
of this country, in consequence of an mer 
embargo having been placed on the ex- \ 

port of those metals by the Government. 





ducers of these metals are going to obtain — | 


a fair return for their product. 


duction of this class of metal, and 1 know 
that in normal times the man who pro- 
duces a ton of silver-lead ore, generally 


T have 


had considerable experience in the pro- — a 


known as galena, which oy be worth i 


epee 5 pare 
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£25 per ton, rarely receives more than £10 
or £12 for it. We always had to accept 
the explanation of the buyers that the 
cost. of treatment, loss by evaporation, 
loss in transit, and freight charges, ab- 
sorbed the difference between the value 
of the ore and the amount that we. re- 
ceived. Under the system which has 
hitherto prevailed, if those who are en- 
gaged in the industry get about 30 per 
cent. of the value of their ore, they are 
very lucky indeed. Now, this sort of 
thing cannot’ continue. If it be im- 
portant to Australia that these metals 
should be produced here, and that we 
should have more silver, More zinc, more 
copper, and more gold, this class ‘of in- 
dustry must be encouraged. If it should 
become necessary—as I anticipate it will, 
in consequence of the reluctance of biiyers 
_to purchase ore at its true value—to fur- 
ther protect the producers of ore, I ven- 
ture to submit that it will be a statesman- 
like act to undertake the partial pur- 
chase and the effective disposal of it. 
During my term of office in Tasmania 
at the beginning of the war, owing to the 


markets being immediately closed 
to this particular product, and _ the 
dificulty in obtaining money, the 


whole of the mines in Tasmania were 


compelled.to close down. The Govern- 
‘ment, recognising the serious position 
confronting the industry and the mining 
population, immediately took possession 
of all ore produced, paid 50 per cent. 
of its then market value, and held it 
until the market was’ re-opened. When 
sales had been effected’ the Government 
paid the producer the difference between 
the 50 per cent. already advanced and the 
price at which it was eventually sold. Of 
course the amount involved was compara- 
tively small, and did not represent more 
than £50,000, but it had the effect of 
keeping ail the mines vigorously working, 
and the Treasurer was reimbursed for the 
advances made. The Commonwealth 
must consider this important problem if 
the miners are to be subjected to a system 
that is tantamount to robbery. 

Senator Nxrwranp.—Tasmania 
not treat its own ore. 


does 


Senator EARLE.—No; we were com-. 


pelled ‘to store and sell it when the 
market was open. 
stances it will be necessary for the Com- 
ise monwealth Government to consider 





‘as ae a ean as possi ile of these 4 


quence of the competition of cheaply- — 


Under these cireum- 
and 
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of ores. They should encourage panei 





metals should be produced. Apart from - 
the advantages of having an effective a 
organization | to enable the ‘industry to Bom 
continue and the mining section of the 
community to be kept in employment, Ww sa 
materials essential to the welfare of Aus. a 
tralia would be produced.’  — 

I desire to make a few brief ies 
to the Tariff. I regret that this matter 
has been so long deferred, because if Aus- 
tralia is to become great she must be self- 
contained. There are scores of indus- 
tries in Australia languishing in conse- 


































manufactured goods, imported from coun- i) 
tries paying low rates of wages, and ear- — 
ried by subsidized ships. We can aver Y 
maintain a high standard and become — 
really prosperous unless we ‘protect our. 
own industries. I do not suggest that 
an industry ehould be protected to stow. 
it to exploit the. consumer by pies) 
unreasonable prices. I have always been 
in. favour of the principle which was” : 
once designated ‘‘the New Protection,’’ by 
which the manufacturer was protected on 
the understanding that he undertook to 
pay a reasonable wage to his employees, 
and to sell his products at a reasonable — 
price. That is a satisfactory form of 
Protection, but under our present Con 
tution we know it is: impracticable. * 
am particularly interested in this because 
I honestly believe, as I forecasted many 
years ago, that. Tasmania is likely to 
come one of the most important industr 
States in the Commonwealth. T 
mania possesses enormous areas of d 
water harbours, where the largest vess 
afloat can berth against macadamized 
streets in a depth of 64 feet of water at 


low tide. We have an excellent climate, 
and a country in which able-bodied _ 
artisans are able to produce ise re 


than in other States, 
ditions are EN favorable. 


whic is available at a toe tes 
can be. ae for drivin 











a6 
terials, natural harbour facilities, cheap 
_ power, and ideal climati¢ conditions. 
_eoal strikes and labour troubles cannot 
affect the supply of power, Tasmania 
must necessarily become an~ important 
)) manufacturing centre. 

Senator Forr.—Is the honorable mem- 
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quirements of the whole 
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rable séuators that we have raw ma- 


As 


ber speaking of Paradise? 


Senator HKARLE.—No; but it is a very 
good 
is as near Paradise as one 
Lape Beton earth” 


Tasmania 
is likely to 


comparison, because 


Senator Farrparn.—It must be a 


_ Garden of Eden, as you have the apples. 
Senator EARLE. Yes. 
apples, but not those which cause dissent. . 
~ Senator pBe Lardre.—Is there not a 


We produce 


ne walley of despondency ? 











smelters ? 


Senator EARLE—No; there is no 
occasion for the Tasmanian people to be 


_ despondent. 


Senator Prarce.—The honorable sena- 


: ie tor is painting a rosy picture of Tas- 
‘mania. | 
do not smelt their own ores? 


Can he give any reason why they 


Senator EARLE.—The Minister for 
Defence will realize that it would require 


the production of a considerable quantity _ 
and variety of ores to keep a smelter in 


Tasmania continually in operation. Ifa 


smelting plant to deal with the whole of 


the ores raised in the Commonwealth were 


erected, Tasmania would be a valuable 
contributor. _ | oe 


Senator pE Larcir. — Why not smelt 
your own ores? 


Senator EARLE.—If His honorable» 


senator had been following me, he would 


have heard me explaining that it would 
be necessary to produce a much larger 
quantity than we do at present to keep 
a smelter 


r of our,own continually in opera- 
Hem fC ae | ie 
Senator pm Larcre—We produce a 
large quantity of ore in Australia. 
. Senator EARLE.—If the honorable 
senator suggests the establishment of a 
Commonwealth smelter, 
with his views. To 
Senator Rowrrr.—Has the honorable 
senator inspected the Port: Pirie 


Senator EARLE.I shave not had 


that privilege. Of course, we do not 






; \ claim that Tasmania is one of the richest 


a4 > 
/ FS thee 
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alth... It will therefore be seen by hon- 
minerals, 


I am in accord | 
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mineral States in the Commonwealth, but 


in Comparison with its 
It has 


tin mine in. the world, 
£2,500,000 in dividends. " 
mines producing silver, copper, tin, and a 
gold—I refer to the Mount Lyell mines. 
Whethér the Government consider the ._ 


which paid — 


question. of the treatment of crude ore up 
to the ingot stage, or some system of 


Saeehon to provide a market for the — 
product, it is essential that somethings 
should be done, Wi A ‘ 
1: was dealing with the question of the _ 
Tasmanian industries on 
launched, and are languishing owing to — 


the absence of reasonable protection. We _ 


extensive calcium-carbide 
manufactory, producing an article in gene- 


have a ‘very 


ral use throughout the ‘Commonwealth. _ 
For years we have been importing this — 
illuminant from Japan, Sweden, and Nor- 
way, although we have established in Tas- 


mania a factory which, with little altera- 


tion, would be capable of providing the 
whole of the requirements of the Com-_ 
monweaith. The manufacturers, how-. 


ever, cannot compete with the imports 
from the. countries I have mentioned. — 
This commodity is brought into the Ooms >. 


monwealth from abroad as cheaply as it 
can be sent from North-west Bay to f 
Queensland. : Rog tle 
Senator Gururtm.—Has not a regula- ‘ 
tion been issued prohibiting the importa- 
tion ? Ye 
Senator EARLE.—Manufacturers are 
not. prepared to invest capital merely on 
the security of a licence issued under the _ 
hand of the Minister for Trade and Gus- 
toms. They need something permanent. — 
Manufacturers are not prepared to rely 
upon a licence that may be repealed at — 
any time. Such a licence or regulation — 
should be embodied in an Act of Parlia- © 
i ta to give an industry effective protec- 
ion. | sit we 
_ Senator Fort.—If embodied in an Act a) 
it might only last through the life of the — 
Parliament, ’ aa AEC OE 
Senator EARLE.—They would be pre- " 
pared to take.that risk. Ifitbecamelaw. 
it would be likely to remain in force. At the Ae 
same time there would be a certain 


stability -and a certain guarantee that — 








—— 


‘size it is rich in ~ 
produced £35,000,000 
worth of minerals, and the whole State 
comprises only 16,000,000 acres of land. _ 
Tasmania possessed the richest alluvial wie 





We have rich ‘ 


that have been > 
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must, 
it is our duty to use every effort to re- 
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the Roddie y ‘aHeated would Vie able 
to be carried on. I am also in- 


formed that over £30,000 is waiting for 


the establishment of a sewing machine 
factory in my own State, by which’a ma- 
chine will be supplied to the people of 
Australia considerably cheaper than, and 


equally as good as, the Singer sewing ma- 
chine, provided that protection is given 


to the manufacturer against the cheap 
dumping of other machines. I have not 
been able to give very close investigation 
to that industry up to the present; but 
my information is as I have stated it. I 
have every confidence in the reliability of 
the people concerned in the enterprise, 


and it is only one of many undertakings 


which require consideration if we are to 
make Australia self-contained. 
Reference is made to immigration, 


which is a very serious matter to our 
country. We have in Australia a rich 
continent, some 13,000 miles in circum- 
ference, capable of producing all that is 


required by the human race, and occu-: 


pied by less than 5,000,000 people. We 
all recognise that we hold this country 
absolutely and solely owing to the protec- 
tion which the British Empire gives us. 
Jf it were not for the British Empire, 
with its Navy and other imstrumentali- 


‘ties for the protection of Australia, we 


We 
but 


could not hold it for three months. 
and do, recognise that fact; 


lieve the Mother Country and the Em- 
pire of that responsibility by increasing 
our own population. We want white 
people. We want, if we can get them, 
those of our own kith and kin, We want 
English, Irish, Welsh, and Scotch people. 
We want to encourage them here by the 
thousands; but we must also be prepared 
to secure their welfare when they do 
come. I shall be no party to the rushing 
in of large numbers of persons looking 
for manual labour if manual labour is 
not offering. 


Senator Forn—We ought to study 
very seriously the decline in our own 


| birth rate, too. 





_ Senator EARLE.—That is a question 

which must necessarily be dealt with by 
_ the individual. 
to interfere unless we can encourage the 
family more than we are doing at the 
ppreent time. 


I do not see how we are 


Although the suggestion 


has Prien been . ae with ua 9 ce > gentlemen pepnse an affirmative vote © Le 


_[SENATE, 1 


positions are already secured, 


right to the hilt. ae 0) eae 


authority on constitutional law; but it — 


longs was in power for a number of years, 








witticisms, ie. falling birth re te is one i 
of the serious problems facing: the white aS 
race to- day. et at ie Mi 


Senator Foun. —Our birth raha ree 
tralia has decreased by nearly ata ee de 
in the last forty years. 


Senator EARLE.—I have not looked ae 
into the figures. If the honorable Sena-. (0m 
tor says that is so, I will accept his assur- _ an 
ance; but I should be sorry to learn that ic 
it was a fact. I do not know the policy (a 
of the Government with regard to im- 
migration ; but if it is proposed to assist 
immigration, even to the extent of bring= — 
ing an free of charge men and women Give 
from the Old Country, for whom ~— 
as) lands: Veiga 
workers, skilled artisans, or in any other ae 
occupation in which. they are required in 
Australia, I am with the Government can 


Another question mentioned in chee) 
Governor-General’s Speech, and causing 
considerable interest, is the amendment. te 
of the Constitution. In another. branch ae 
of the Legislature the other evening, a — . 
very eloquent address was delivered by a 
member who argued that it was not neces- = 
sary to amend the Constitution’ to deal 
particularly with excessive profits in 
trade, because the Constitution already 
contained the power which would enable — 
the Government to take those steps if 
they so desired. I do not pose as an 


























seems strange to me that, although the : a 
party to hice that honorable member be- ah 


and was most desirous of obtaining autho- 
rity to enact laws dealing with trade and 
commerce, they came to the unanimou 
conclusion, after obtaining the fullest and 
best legal advice available in Australia, 
that they could not enact such laws nile 
the people amended the Constitution by 
referendum. They therefore submitted 
such a referendum ee the people on three 
or four occasions. - But on those ocea- 
sions this particular honorable and 
leatned member did not come along 
to his own party to advise them thay 
the referendum was superfluous be- 
cause they had _ the power » plnoady ne 


me. that he is absolutely - wrong is 
that, although a large number of le 
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understand 
such an act. 
along with a declaration that the Con- 
., stitution 





| oe ‘posed it on. the ete that the Consti- 
pies gation elready gave the power. 


Every 
one cf them opposed it because he said 


that the Commonwealth should not have 
If these legal gentlemen had 


the power. 
“ opposed an affirmative vote on the re- 
_ ferendum, knowing that the Constitution 


already gave the power. would they not 


have advised the people.to vote ‘! No’ 
-on that ground? JI defy any one to find 


@ in any at the reports published through- _ 


out Australia one instance of a legal man 
Pot any standing advising the people dur- 
ing the ‘referendum campaigns to vote 


Senator Forn.—The Labour party 
must have been subsidized by the” pro- 
fiteers to advocate a ‘“No’’ vote. 

Senator EARLE.—It is very hard % 
what their reason was for 
_These gentlemen, now come 


already gives the necessary 


.power. I have heard honorable senators 


say that the honorable and learned mem- 


ber in question made out a good case, 
which shows how the power of oratory 


“may affect even those who constitute this 


august Chamber. The argument now 


put forward, that the Constitution does 


-vnot require amendment because it con- 
tains the necessary powers, is belated in- 
‘deed. I suppose the mest important 
matters in relation to the alteration of 
the Constitution are trade and commerce, 
and the prevention and settlement of in- 

dustrial disputes within the States. I 
have had the opportunity of going into 
-the Customs laboratory, where different 


articles which come into Australia are. 


examined. The Customs Department, 


having ascertained the true character OL. 


imported goads, can insist on these goods 
being pranded with a description true to 
“name, but honorable senators know also 
that, as soon as those goods go into the 
warehouses. that brand can be removed, 
and any other brand placed on them, 
and the Commonwealth has no power to 
prevent 1b. 
have the power under the Constitution. 
Nothing is more important to the pro- 
tection of the people than that this Par- 


liament should have power to enact laws» 


for the control of trade throughout the 
whole Commonwealth. I have seen in 
that jabora vary a boot cut down the 
centre. As far as I could see. it-was 
composed of. Oso one-third leather, and 


DK No ” because it was unnecessary to vote ” 
Hae 463 Yes. ”) 


Yet we are told that we 


. sli ula 


the rest paper a wodd.. Its Fale dot | 
was a beautifully-finished article, and no- 
bedy would know that it was not all) 
leather. © That case of boots, 
left the Customs, was branded 
made of leather, paper, and wood.’’ But 
has any honorable senator ever seen those © 
boots marked up in any shop under that 
description! > 

Senator Foru.—You do not fa that 
out until you get home. — 

Senator EARLE.—You do not find it. 


cut until you strike a shower, and thea ae ds 


The: 


people of Australia have been, and are up 
-heing, 


the Commonwealth has not the power to 


you know what you have bought. 


ruthlessly robbed, simply because 


protect them. 


when it 
C Beata i. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.80: pm. 


Senator 
learned member to whom [ have referred 
admits that the Commonwealth has no 
power to deal with industrial dis- 
putes unless they extend beyond the 
boundaries of a State, though 
State 
tion of rebellion owing to a condition of 
industrial discontent. If there is any- 
thing at all in the principle of arbitra- 


-tiov for the settlement of industrial dis- 


putes, it is imperative that the Constitu- 


tion should be so altered as'to permit the 
ana! 


Arbitration Court to intervene, 


one 
may be bordering on a condi- 


ye Wee ue nit 
EKARLE.—The honorable and |. 


where practicable, make a common rule © 


applicable to all the States.. 
that the tribunal should be more acces- 
sible than at present. There 
waste of time in approaching it; 
of application. 
this connexion. 


at a certain 


nent. 


Senator Smwtor.— What provision coun. 


be made in the event of an 
lower than the demand? - 

Senator KARLE. 
no possibility of a refund. 
many difficulties in the way of reforming — 
the-Court procedure; but something must. 
be done to amend the existing lage 


award co 


pace with the work before it, and so pro- 
vision should be made, 


must be less 
and, 
what is more, any award made by the 
Court should be retrospective to the date 
I realize, of course, that 
there are difficulties to be overcome in 
In the case of an em- — 
ployer with a large number of men eee 
rate, a retrospective award — 
might cause him considerable embarrass- 


—QOf course, there is: : 
There are” 


Tt is? 
almost impossible for the Court to keap — 


-in cases where - 


I recognise 
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men are suffering an injustice, for the 
award to be retrospective. A great deal 
of trouble is due to the fact that it is 
difficult to enforce an award of the Court 
on both sides; but I do not agree with the 
honorable senator who stated this morning 
that the workers must retain the right to 
strike. A man must retain his individual 


right to leave work—anything else would 


be equivalent to a condition of slavery— 
but we can insist upon some action to 
combat any organized refusal to work 
under an award of the Arbitration Court. 
If half-a-dozen or 100 men individually 


decide not to work any longer under. 


existing conditions, and if they do: not 
interfere with any others who desire to 
work, no objection ean be taken to their 
action. It 1s quite a different matter 
when an organized body of men not only 
refuse to work themselves, but demand 
that no one else shall work in their places, 
especially when there is proper provision 
for the trial of their ee by an im- 
partial tribunal. 


Senator Roweri.—It can never be right 
to prevent any man from working: under 
any circumstances. 


Senator EARLE.—I ie not: agree with 
the honorable senator. J have had ex- 
perience of industrial troubles, when men 
had no opportunity of an appeal to an 
Arbitration Court. In such cirecum- 
stances, they were legally and morally 
justified in doing their utmost to prevent 
other men working under conditions 
which did not insure decent living. I 
have known of men being brought in to 


work at wages lower than. that which . 


other men deemed sufticient, and I defy 
any honorable senator to say that in sick 
circumstances the strikers were not 
morally and legally justified in trying to 
prevent others from taking their places. 
I am speaking, of course, of a time when 
there was no opportunity of an appeal 
to an Arbitration Court. But we have 
set up this tribunal in Australia, and 
one of our chief difficulties now is to 
make an award of the Court binding on 
both sides. If we can remove this dith- 
culty there should then be no right to 
strike or lock-out. 
a iy Senator Fo.t.—Are not the awards 
supposed to be binding at present ? | 


Senator EARLE. — The honorable 


: : senator knows they are not binding. 










pose i ine ce Gawees hae ae 
Senator EARLE.—I believe that every 
union should be registered as. at present, = 
and that every Hretiher of a union should 
likewise be registered in much the same 
manner as are members of friendly socie- 
ties. Every union should be required to 
deposit in a bank a sum of money, cal- 
culated at a given rate per head of its 
membership, and this trust fund should 
be alienable by order of the Arbitration 
Court on proof of any infringement of 
an award. ‘The unions should be re 
quired to maintain the fund at an amount = =—— 
decided upon, and if members of a union =. 
break an award of the Arbitration Court, 
say, by refusing to work under ‘it, 
they should be fined | some prescribed it 
amount, and the union should be required 
to collect the fine to reimburse the bank 
trust fund. NG 
Senator Gurarre.—You are ‘referring 
to action against Inter-State unions. 
Some unions are international in nae 
acter. How could their funds es a 
touched ? ! Ady 
Senator EARLE.—I jena Pherae are 
difficulties to be: overcome, and I am 
referring to the position of State or 
Inter-State unions. Let us cleanse our, 
own home first. If we can make a suc-_ 
cess, of the system as applied to Inter- — 
State unions we can then seek to extend 
the area of its benefits. : 
Senator Gururiz.—The biggest union 
in Australia is international in character. 


Senator EARLE—I quite understand 
the difficulty referred to by the honorable 
senator. If he has a better scheme to 
a forward I shall be pleased to hear of 

In order to make the proposed s scheme 
more effective I think there should be 
provision that fines or levies necessar 
to recoup the trust fund should. be x 
coverable in any Court of summary juris 
diction, and if the unions refused to co) 
lect the amount it should be the duty o 
the Arbitration Court to order collection 
These fines or levies might be regarded 
as a debt under common law, and be re 
coverable by a garnishee order, or any - 
other method provided for by law, : so that 
if through an infringement of an award - Caray 
of the Court a unionist became liable and 
declined to pay a fine, the debt. would be pectic 
recoverable in. any State of the Cc 5 
Enon 1 CRS Ras: F 
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Senator Guana Rube could: you col- 
ect from a man in San Francisco ? 
Senator EARLE.—Why does the hon-. 
_ orable senator quote those extreme in- 

_ stances? If a unionist leaves Australia, let 

Me him go, and God go with him. If he con- 

- tinues to live in ‘Australia’ the fine could © 
be collected. It is no use sneering at the 
proposition. If honorable senators can 

. Pe put up some better scheme, let us have it. 

_ Under the proposal I have outlined mem- 
bers of a union will be responsible -for 
industrial peace, and there will then be 
justification for the principle of pre- 
_ ference to unionists in employment. It 
is impossible for employers to go back 
to the conditions of twenty years ago, as 

some suggest, when there was no inter- 
ference at all between employer and 
employee. -I thank God it is so, for I do 
not want to see the workers of Aus- 
tralia under’ those conditions again. 
Senator Srentor.—The working out-of 
that principle would do away with non- 
unionism. The workers would hihi to 
belong to unions, 


Senator EARLE.—Most of the workers 
_ would naturally and rightly belong to one 
or other of the various unions. I have the 
greatest sympathv with genuine indus- 
trial unionism. I am an = industrial 
unionist myself, and always will be. It. 
is necessary for the workers to combine 
for their own protection and welfare, in 
_ keeping with the combination of other 
'. sections of the community. I hope that 
these few practical points which I have 
-enuneiated, and to which I have given 
much thought and attention, will be 
studied by the Government, and lead ulti- 
mately to the consummation of that 
- which we so devoutly wish for, namely, a 
system of arbitration for the settlement 
of disputes which will provide Australia 
with a guarantee of industrial peace and 
without which we can never hope to be- 
come a nation. 
There are several other features of 
His Excellency’s speech which are worthy 
of consideration. One relates to the 
popular subject of profiteering. The 
word “profiteer’ is being used by some. 
- people very much as a foolish mother em- 
ploys the word “bogyman.” It is used 
to frighten folk, and it is applied to al- 
most everything. There are very many 
_ phases of profiteering. Instances have 
page| erred where unserupulous traders 
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have cornered the necessaries Hf, life in iba 
order to enforce excess profits. That’ tt 4, 
profiteering in a bad form. Enormous — 


profits have been made because of the — 


shortage in the world’s transport service. 


There is still another system of profiteer- 


ing which goes on really unconsciously 
among my own class, namely, the workers  _— 


of Anstrala,: I have every sympathy, — 


especially at this time, with workers _ ‘ 
who are secking better payment for their 


labour. But those who are out to do 


less work in shorter hours‘are the equal 


of the greatest of profiteers. Take the — 
ease of the builders’ labourers, for ex- 


ample, who are now advocating. a fives a ie 


day week in a healthy occupation. 


Senator pe Laratz. —Hour days” +00 
many ! 


Senator HARLE. —Perhaps 80, fron ! 


some people’s viewpoint; but it amounts — Oe 
to the creation of an inflated value upon 


houses already erected, and is tantamount 
to a close co-operation between builders — 
and landlords. A man has a dozen 
houses which have cost him £700 each. 
As an outcome of the demand of the 
labourers for shorter hours and less work — 
those houses are now worth anything 
from £1,000 to £1,200 each. Thus the 
landlords reap enhanced rentals which 
have been won for them by the workers. 
I do not mind how energetic the labour- 
ing community are in securing more pay 
for their labour to-day, but I have no 


sympathy with those who shirk the re a 


sponsibility of production by either doing 


less work than is reasonable, or by seek- : 


ing to work fewer hours than is reason- 
able. If we are to subdue profiteering, — 
if we wish to reduce the cost of living, 
we must engage far more energetically 
in production. We must work with a 
will, for that is the key to the whole 


situation. Until the workers realize that 


it is their duty to find pleasure in produc- 
tion rather than in avoiding production, — 
we shall never bring down the high cost 
of ving. I hope the workers generally 


will take that fact to heart, and that we 


shall receive from them wholeheatted co- 
operation towards making the lot of the 
people more congenial. | 

One other matter to which I dactne es 
devote a few minutes has to do with the 
erection of the Federal Capital. Many 
people, in certain parts of the Common- 


wealth, are agitating for its completion. 
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T am not well. informed concerning — 


how far we are committed to the con- 
struction cf the Federal Capital at Can- 


berra. The main idea underlying the 


erection of an inland or bush capital 
originally was that it should be placed 
in a position of safety from, attack by 
sea. Ihe fact is; of course, that the 


Federal Capital would be no safer to-day 


whether it was’at Canberra or in Mel- 
bourne or Sydney. I can see no prac- 
tical reason for the erection of a bush 


capital now that the.factor of safety 
from sea attack has been removed. 


~ Senator Gururiz. — Has it been re- 


moved ? in i 


Senator EARLE. — The honorable 
senator must know that if ever our Capi- 
tal is to be attacked it will be neither 


‘by. sea nor land, but from the air. I do. 
not know how tae Commonwealth Go- 


vernments, past and present, may be com- 


mitted to the erection of the Capital 


City at Canberra; but, im view of the 


tremendous expenditure necessary, IL 


question whether it would not be reason- 
able to submit to the people of New 
South Wales, by way of -referendum, © 


“that they should release the Federal Go- 


vernment. from their obligations in this 


respect. 
Senator Hrnprrson.—l would like to 


‘bet on the result of the referendum, | 


Senator E/ {—I am not so sure 
Senator EARLE.—I1 t 


about the result. I give the people of . 


New South Wales, as Commonwealth 
citizens, credit 





Senator Gururie.—For being’ selfish. 


Senator HARLE.—No, | will not say 
that; but for possessing reasonableness, 
andyfor recognising that they would 
have to pay their share of the bill. 

Senator Prarren.—Forty-two per cent. 
of at. 


enator EARLE.—Yes; and-if it can. 
be shown them that no advantage could 


be gained_by the establishment of this 


bush Capital, JI believe they would 


seriously consider whether it would not 

be better to abandon the idea and allow 

the Demin anneal a Capital to remain in © 
one or other of the chief cities. 


In discussing the attitude of ane | 
towards former enemy countries, 1 have 


noted considerable diversity of opinion, 


yy i “particularly with regard: to the re-estab- 








country prior to the war. Australia 
helped materially to build up ) Gann 3 
resources, and these were used against us 


- when the war, broke out. The question — 








arises whether, either Row or in the near 


future, we should ‘assist to re- -establish Ni 
that trade and commerce. “ Some people 


say that since we have called upon Ger- 
many to pay an indemnity, in which Aus- 


ay ne rete: time im lpoetbine Bett ‘ 
ditions of trade and commerce “with: that 


FO) 








tralia is to participate, we must . Lavceni 


commercial dealings with Germany, | i 
otherwise she will be unable to pay. That | 
argument appears to have the force of 





reason. But if it is a question whether _ Mt 


we shall have the indemnity and re- 
establish our trade . with Germany, or 
whether. we shall refuse to enter into 
trading relationships and lose the in- 
demnity thereby, I say that we should 
lose the indemnity. Rather let us 
lose that than that we should deal 
again with Germany and assist her to 
regain the position which she occupied 
before she forced war upon the world. 
Some people fail to realize that if we are 
going to enable Germany to pay her in 
demnity by purchasing goods from. her, we 
shall merely be taking money out of our 
own pockets to pass it through the Ex 
ist all Conseanently, it is. better oy 





wipe off what has been lost in consequence 
‘of the war, as a bad debby is ee 


Senator Soa ioe «But we cannot in 
vent trade with ee 





whole efforts to ie Ahigk a ae 
supporting country. By adopting er 
policy, we ean, in the very near futm 
overcome he of our difficulties, any 1 


“Mother (annie for our neoteonnata 
shall become so CMeeg that: when, va ) 


chat at) motion by 
ey ed oamn et) a 
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i ‘ Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
-—Minister for Defence) [3.4].—In mov- 


That the Senate do now. adjourn. 


Ay me i Wish to inform honorable senators that 


we had hoped that the Supply Bill would 
reach us to-day, so as to enable us to pro- 
ceed with the first stage of its congidera- 
Of course, that would have been 
only a formal stage in any case. We 


i would not have proceeded with the mo- 
tion for the first reading of the Bill. 
The Minister for Repatriation . (Senator 


Millen), and other Ministers, feel that 
it is unfair to ask the Senate to 
deal hurredly with -Supply Bills; 
- but, at the same time, we are con- 
- ditioned by the knowledge that the ex- 
penditure sought to be authorized under 
_ the forthcoming Supply Bill will become 
payable on Thursday next.’ However, the 
conditions which have led to the delay in 
the presentation of that measure here 
have not beea within the control of the 
Government. Consequently, when we 
meet next week, it will be necessary to 
ask honorable senators to proceed at once 
with the consideration of the Bill. 


Senator BARNES (Victoria) [3.5]—I 


Me understand that the Commonwealth 1s 
_ ~ spending a lot of money upon the River 


Murray Waters Scheme. There is in 
existence a River Murray Waters Com- 
mission, and I desire to know whether the 


 Gommonwealth has any control over its 
expenditure. 


T ask this question because, 
at the present time, there is a labour 
A couple of big 
jobs are being held up because, on the 
New South Wales side of that river, the 
men, who are working under an Arbitra- 
tion Court award, are receiving 14s. 3d. 
per day, whilst those working on the Vic- 
 tofian side, who cannot get an Arbitra- 


tion Court award, are receiving only 12s, 


per day. I desire.the Government to in- 
terest themselves in this dispute, if pos- 
sible, with a view to securing/its settle- 
ment. If we are spending money there, 


«we ought to have some control over that / 
expenditure. 


pat 7 
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you 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.7]— ae) 
Earlier in the day I asked whether it was 
not possible for the Government to render 


some assistance to the people of North 
Queensland, who are suffering from the 


disastrous effects of a recent cyclone. In itt 


reply, | was informed that, owing to our 


precarious financial position, itis not pos- 
sible to afford them relief, and if any such 
relief were afforded, it would be necessary = 
to provide similar relief to persons suf- ~~ 


fering from the effects of drought. Prob- 
ably my question was not specific enough. 
My desire was to direct attention to the — 
fact that when a cyclone occurred in — 


Queensland some time ago, a quantity of ae 


cane and raw sugar was damaged, and 
the Commonwealth authorities granted 


relief to the sufferers on the basis of £1 | 


for £1 granted by the State Government. 


In view of the fact that the sugar-growers, . 


of Queensland are supplying sugar to the 
people at about one-fourth of the price 
at which it can be purchased in other 
countries, it is surely the duty of the 
Government to take some action in the 
direction I have suggested. Seeing the 


very great importance of the sugar in- | 
dustry to Australia, I ask Ministers to 


econsider the positidn, 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


.[8.9].—I desire briefly to direct attention — i 


to the state of the telephone service in 


Sydney and its suburbs, and I hope that — 


the Minister for ° Defence (Senator 
Pearce) will communicate with the 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Wise) regard- 
ing this matter. 


condition than it has ever been pre- | 
viously. 
efficiency and speed of the service which 
is provided in Melbourne are 


Sydney. Some say that there’ is a © 
‘‘oo-slow’’ strike in progress amongst = 
the attendants in the New 


Wales capital. Others say that they are’ 
not paid sufficiently well, and that they 
are adopting certain tactics for the pur- 


pose of directing the attention of the ce 
-Postmaster-General to their small remu- 


neration. But the fact remains that, this 


queen city, with a population of 750,000 
souls, owns at present, the least efficient __ 
telephone service in the world. [ have | 


been told officially that it will be worsé 
before it is better. 


Ligh ie 











The Sydney telephone 
service to-day is admittedly in a worse ~ 


I have had many experiences of 
it, and I must candidly say that the 


very >.) 


marked when contrasted with those of 


south ae. 





If it is to become — 
worse than it is now, it is going to be 
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| ah bad indeed. 


day number nearly 20,000. 
‘Minister for Defénce most seriously to 





Adjournment. —~ 





more than once, and the subscribers to- 


bring this matter under the notice of his 
colleague the Postmaster-General, who, I 
hope, cual cause inquiries to be made. be- 


cause the existing condition of things can- 


not be allowed to continue. 


‘Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 


Minister for Defence) [3.12].—In regard | 


to the question raised by Senator Barnes, 
who referred to the Murray River Waters 
Commission, the position is that the Com- 


-monwealth is a partner with three of the 


which should be undertaken. 
mentioned by Senator Barnes, 
bability is that the works in question 


States to the extent that each of those 


States will contribute £1,000,000 and the 


- Commonwealth — will provide » an equal 
amount. 


The Commission has been con- 
stituted of a representative of each of 


those States and of the Commonwealth. 


The latter is the Chairman of that body. 


The Commission does not possess plenary - 


powers, but recommends to the Govern- 
ments interested in the scheme the works 
In the case 
the pro- 


are being carried out under the supervi- 
sion of the Works Department of New 


‘South Wales and Victoria respectively. 


Whether the fact that the Commonwealth 
is a contributor to the cost of those works 


gives it any right to intervene in an in- 


dustrial dispute, I cannot say. 
will have his remarks brought under the 


But. 1 


notice of the Minister for Works and 
Railways, who will doubtless give con- 
sideration’ to it. 


In reply to Senator Foll, I wish to say. 


that it is quite true that om a previous 
occasion the Commonwealth Government 
did make available a certain sum of money 


Loaand Parliament subsequently indorsed 


their action—to recoup certain persons. 


for a portion of the loss which they had 
sustained consequent upon a cyclone m 
North Queensland. But it was distinctly 
understood at the time that the act was 
one of grace, and was not a recognition 


by the Commonwealth of its lability to 


make good losses sustained as the result 
of cyclones in Queensland. The action 


‘of the Government was also partially 


dictated. by the fact that the sugar m- 


dustry. in which the Commonwealth had 





a particular interest, had been injured, 


and that financial assistance would help 
it to effect a quick recovery. However, I 


ye have a rept tias member's _ Te- 


he 





_[SENATE. yi 


During recent years 


the telephone charges have been raised — Treasurer for his consideration. 


I ask the | 


£17.15. 


New South Wales and Victoria, and the 


“prayers. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Owing to 






a Donene ‘uniee the Hotes: of 


Regarding the. condition of the. tele as e 


phone service in Sydney, my memory is _ 
not too good, but I fancy that eailior 


t 
the 


in the day Senator Fairbairn referred to 
the fact that that service was somewhat 
everstaffed. Of course it does not neces- 
sarily follow that, because of that: fact, 
the staff would do more work. i 
‘Senator DE Laratr. How do oe 
operating costs in the different te 





compare ¢ ats 


Senator PEARCE. —— The Shere ie ex- 
penses are given on page 11 of the Econo- — 
mies Commission’s report, and show that _ 
the cost of earning £100, revenue is, in ~ 
New South Wales, which heads the list, 
£18.89; and in caries, £15.82... The | | 
average for the whole Commonwealth. is 





























Senator Poe — What wad that to 
do with the question I raised? | 
Senator PEARCE.—I have given “the: 


cost. of operating the telephone service in | 


average for the Commonwealth, which 
shows that the trouble is not due to. ‘the. 
lack of expenditure. I wish to reassure 
honorable senators that, as the Coinmnne 
wealth has made sufficient money avail- | 
able, there must be some other reason. I 
shall, however, bring the matter under 
the notice of the Postmaster-General (tr 
Wise). 
Question resolved in the affirmativ 

Senate adjourned at 3.16 pm. 4 
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House of Representatives 
Friday, 12 sega 1920. 


Ae Tee (Hon. W. Elliot Janae ) 
took the chair ab 11.0 a.m: and rea 





STEAMER MUSGROVE. — 
th 


yA? 


Hecuene in obtaining wheat. ee he 


the trade. 
State of constant: eat fe eee 
mainland, I ask the Minister repres 
ing shipping if steps can be taken to. 
give delivery of the vessel which h Ls 
been punchinsed 1 | : 










' time during the year. 


j 





Pttopine at the i ar time, and 
ie give him an answer later. \ 


is a WHEAT; 


»Pricks, Freiguts,; AND Costs. 





f a Mr. STEWART (for Mr. Grecory) 
asked the Prime Minister, zipon notice— 
‘1. Whether his attention has been drawn to. 


@ pamphlet issued by the National Campaign 
Council published in November, 1919; 
which it was asserted that the London parity 


for Australian wheat from January to May, ~ 


(1919, was 3s. 9d. per bushel, and from June 
to October, 1919, 2s. 9d. per, bushel? 

Ce aan Fe that statement a fair. and correct one? 
38. What was the average British price of 


wheat from January to May, 1919? 


4. What was the average prive from June 
fo October, 1919? - 

5. What were the average costs of shipping 
ee from Australia to. London, \including 
freight, insurance, and other charges from 
January to May, 19197 > 


_. | 6, What were the average similar costs from 


A 





ES ondon 


June to October, 1919? 
7. What were the average freights charged 


by the Australian Government shipping during 
the same periods? | 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
i oloble member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. Yes. 

2. The figures referred to by the honorable 
member were apparently extracted from the 
No.3 Report of ‘the Victorian Royal Commis- 
sion on High Prices. That report states that 
the. figures were discussed in detail by the 
Commission with the President of the Victorian 
. Farmers’ 
for Echuca), who, the Commission stated, ac- 
cepted as accurate the 
Kingdom quoted, and who concurred in all 
the other figures. 
of obtaining free freight from Australia to 
in 1919, in any quantity, even at 


A exorbitant rates, it cannot be said with any 
ee certainty, or even degree of accuracy, what true 
London parity of ‘Australian wheat» was at any | 
The statement does not: 


appear to ‘be an unfair one. . 

3. From January to May, 1919, only three 
full cargoes and one parcel of Australian wheat 
were sold to the United Kingdom. | These 
realized 78s. per quarter for one cargo, and 


72s. 6d. per quarter for the other two cargoes, | 


and for the parcel—shipment was made in 
-,Commonwealth Government line iaopeenit no 


ha _ other freight being available. 





4. From June to October, 1919, two pacts 


Re Australian wheat were sold’ on the basis of 


85s. per quarter, two parcels at 83s. 6d., and 
one parcel at 72s. 6d. Freight was ‘provided 
by the Commonwealth Government line. No 


ve } << eAreves were sold, freight. ag being avail- 
z A 2 2. \ ; 


tn i) nae Mason, 1920. 


‘which, together with 
“charges, equalled 3s. per bushel. eta 
trolled steamer was chartered ‘by the Wheat ie 
Board to carry flour from Fremantle to Den- 


in ex 


Union (now the honorable member. . 
c.i.f. prices United 
Owing to the impossibility | 





Shipidig Contracts 


5. The He freight ohare was from the ee 


8 





Commonwealth Government line, the cost of ty ( 


insurance, 


mark. ~The freight was 225s. per ton. 
6. Again, 


costs, equalling 3s. per bushel. One owner in- 


dicated that he was prepared to consider busi- 
ness from Fremantle to Havre at 270s, per. bbe, )¢ 


1. See answers to Nos. 5 and 6: 


SHIPBUILDING CON TRACTS. 
Mr. 
the Navy, upon notece— 


- 1. Did he, during his recent wiatt to (rea Ree 
Britain, enter into any contracts for the build- 
ing of ships for the Commonwealth? us 

2. If so, will the Prime Minister cause to be ri 
laid on the table of the House copies of the con- 


and other _ 
One uncon- | 


the only freight procurable was 
that of the Cougaguuasttns Government line, 
the rate together with insurance, and other 


FOWLER asked the Minister for a) 





tracts together with all the bidhanal cnet g Tes 


lating to. them? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
to the honorable member's questions ate: oA 


as follow :— 


1. Yes. 
2. Yes. 


SHIPMENT: OF TALLOW: . 
Mr. RODGERS asked the Minister for — 


‘Trade and Customs, upon notice— —* 


1. Will the Government make available a por- e e 


tion of the space on vessels of the Common- 


wealth line of steamers for the shipment of : 


Victorian tallow, which is the product of meat 


killed on behalf of the Imperial Government? | 


2. What quantity of tallow from each State 


has been carried on vessels of the © ae | 


wealth line of steamers? 


3. Is it possible for the Comtmonwealth Ge. oN 
vernment to make arrangements for freight to 


ment? 


4, What is the last date upon’ which allot- me i 
Ment of space of oversea shipping was. made Ne 


for Victorian tallow? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
to the honorable member’ 8 questions are 


as follow :— 

1. Yes, as far as possible. — 

2. The following is a summary of tallow 
shipments to date by the Commonwealth Go- 


vernment steamers, including ex- mak ves- i 
sels:— . Pe tele 
Tons. 
Queensland 3,967 | 
New South Wales : 2,202 
Victoria ie oa 298 
South Australia .. i LA 
Western Australia 4 ROO oe 





1,519 


‘be granted on vessels other than those. enh ey a 
toned in paragraph No. 1 for the shipment Nan 
of Victorian tallow, which is the product of — 
meat killed on behalf of the Imperial Govern- aa 

















Band 4. teu will be made, and i shail, 


endeavour to furnish the honorable member. 


with a reply as soon as possible. 


TAXATION COMMISSION. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (for Mr. Jowzrr) 


asked the Treasurer, upon notice— 


With reference’ to the Government’s an- 
nounced decision to appoint a Royal Commis- 


sion to inquire into the incidence of taxation, 


has the Government yet considered the per- 
sonnel of such a Commission; and, if not, will 
the Government favorably consider a personnel 
as follows:—(a) As Chairman, a High Court 


or Supreme Court Judge; a nominee (b) of 
“the Commonwealth Government; '(c) of the 
State Governments of Australia; (d) of the 
primary producers of Australia: (e) of the 


manufacturers of Australia; (f) of the com- 
mercial and trading community of Australia? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The  inteéntion 


of the Government is to make the. per- 


sonnel of the proposed Royal Commis-. 


sion as representative as possible of all 
interests, including some of those men- 
tioned by‘ the honorable member. 


CASE OF C. G. BAKER. 
Mr. WEST asked-the Attorney-General, 


upon notice— 


1. Whether his attention has ae drawn to 
the decision of the Chief Justice in the case of 
Cyril George Baker, a returned soldier, who 
was sued in the Victorian Supreme Court by 
the Minister for Defence for the recovery of 
certain moneys alleged to have been paid to 
him in excess of what he should have received 
as a soldier? 

2. If so, does he propose to give instructions 
to those responsible for the action referred to 
so that, in future, greater attention may be 
given to the facts of a case before recommend- 
ing proceedings to be taken? 


Mr. GROOM—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as 
follow :— 

1. Yes. 


2. Careful attention is yeaa bie given , to 
the. facts in all cases before proceedings are 
instituted. 


~ 


ON WEALTH ELECTION 8. 


InFrorMAL Vorzs. 


Mr. WATKINS (for Mr. Ryraw) 
asked the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories, upon notice— 

How many informal votes were there in the 


recent -Commonwealth elections held on the 
13th December last— 


~‘l.In. New South Wales—(a) as 
Senate election;:(b) in the election for 
the House of Representatives? 1) 


~ 


Representatives, 26,520. 


House of Representatives, 68,535. - ae 


seven (7). Ie © 


not Steg 






me 





Repraaiateesy. a \ 


In Queensland— (a) an the Santer intac: 

/ tion; (6) in the election for the House 

of Representatives? 

In South Australia—(a)_ An the Sonata . 
election; (b) in the election for ‘the : ; 
House of Representatives? wg 
5. In Western Australia—(a)_ in- ilbnan ae 

a Senate election; (6) in the sladuion | for 
. the House of Representatives? so 

th Tasmania—(a) in the Senate elec- ae 

tion; (0) in the election for the House at 
of Representatives? RUAN 


Mr. POYNTON.—The number Bele in-- 
formal ballot-papers in the Tecent, ae f 
tlons was as te fn aN : 


New South Wales—Senate, 67, 2917: Uipuse of 


= 





Victoria—Senate, 49,605; 
centatives, 14,347. 


Queensland—Senate, 
presentatives, 10,840. 

South Australia—Senate, 16, 135; House. of 
Representatives, 9,634. 

Western Australia—Senate, 9,315; 
Representatives, 3,890. 

Tasmania—Senate, 6,364; 
sentatives, 3,304. 

Total for " GuluinOnorentthy senate 176, 14; 


House. of Repronh . ] 


House et f Re: gi 


$tod 


26,468 ; 




















House. fot 
MERE a5 
House of Repre 


1. How many trunk telephone lines are knoe 
between the cities of Melbourne and Ballarat, | 


the use of such lines? 


oe ‘How’ many trunk lines are ioe -nataes 
the cities of Sydney and Neweastle, and what 
is the annual revenue received for the use of 
such lines? in 


orable member's “questions are as” fe 
low :— aims 





ore ar 





tie Lonnie re 
kept only for the Inter-State trunk ‘ing 4 
Sydney-Melbourne and Adelaide- fel 
hourne respectively; all other trun 


uf 


are grouped under one ean n the 
departmental accounts. i | ne 


ob p23 Maxi, ‘1990. a 


. WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT. 
- ProciaMatTioN oF PEACE. 


* Mr. GABB asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice — 

1, Whether it is a fact that the war with 
“Germany and Austria-Hungary has ceased? 

. If so, what prevents the 
rh) ee General of the Proclamation specified 
“in section 2 of the War Precautions Act 1914- 

1918, declaring that the war with Germany 
Lealh ‘Austri ‘ia- Hungary has ceased ? 


Wir. HUGHES. The answers to the 
o> able member’s questions are as fol- 
Br Oe 






loth January, 1920. The war with Austria- 
/* Hungary has not yet ceased. 
eis ‘See answer to No. 1. 


os i PRICE OF KEROSENE. 

Mr. LAZZARINI asked the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, wpon notice— 
1. Whether a boat is within a few days’ sail 
of Australia with 37,000 cases of kerosene on 

board? 

2. If so, was this known to the Government 

By. when the increase of 9s. per case on kerosene 

was granted to the Texas Oil Company ? 

’ Mr GREENE.—The ans 

honorable member’s questions are as fol- 

i ai ‘low: Prd ; 

Rt 1. As far as/ can be pice there is no 

+ vessel due to arrive in Australia until ear ly in 
; May. 

2) "The regulation of oil prices is not now 





_ and it is understood the increase referred to by 

the honorable,member was granted by the 
Prices Commission in New South Wales after 
E Ps pee aon of the books of the company. 





AND STEAMERS. | 


| ae GABB asked the Minister repre- 
: senting the Minister for Defence, one 
~ notice— 

1, Whether it is a fase that a naturalized 
_ German or Austrian is not allowed to go on a 
pier when a vessel is arriving or departing? 
2. If this is so, how much longer is “such 
‘action necessary? 















control mail steamers in -port? 
Bi 4, If so, is such control exercised for the pur- 
pose of the defence of the Empire? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE, — The 
answers to the honorable member’s: Pare 
i tions are as follow:— / 


are repealed, naturalized subjects of enemy 
x Denis are not allowed on piers bilases a 





issue by the. 


1. War -with Germany beraithated on the. 


upon notice— 


mars to. the. - 


controlled by the Commonwealth Government, — 


a MILITARY CONTROL OF WHARFS 


PeeOe aS It 8 Lack that the military authorities Wo 
‘such arbitration awards must be laid on 


the table of, the House for thirty days at 
before they can come into operation. 


1. Until the War Precautions Rasuieons 


, ey 


Aepihan on Avards. . is 
Hy “Until the fosilaniaas are PE 4% 
. The only control exercised over the mente) 
snipe by, the military authorities, with the as- > di 
sistance of the Customs authorities, is In com-» 
nexion with the passports or permits of per- 
sons arriving or departing by such ships; BPI a8 
duty will in a few days be earried out by the Vai 
Department. responsible for passports. en ae 
4. No; but as persons wishing to land in the aC em 
United Kingdom and elsewhere must be in hae A | 
session of proper passports or permits, control — 
has to be exercised to see that they are in (pos: 
‘session of same in their own interests. oe ee | fa 





QUEENSLAND IN COME TAX AO 
Commons WEALTH War Loans. 


MACKAY. asked the 





Mr. 


Te Hae 


Whether he intends taking any action ae pi 
refer ence to the recent amendmént, of the» 
Queensland Income Tax Act, whereby the m-_ 
terest, on the various issues ef the Common- — 
wealth war loans—-which arg free from taxa- 
tion—is to be taken into consideration im — 
assessing the tax due in the State referred to? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.-The Trossurer 
has given consideration +o. this matter,- — sh 


and 1s awaiting advice from the Common- 
wealth law Sains: sf fag ie tales 


BULIMBA PINEAPPLE CANNERY. - 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Minister for 
Repatriation, upon notice— : 


Whether the Repatriation Department has. Ate 
been asked to repay the cost of the factory  — 
recently erected at Bulimba by the Queensland 
Government for the purpose of canning pine- 
‘apples from the returned soldier settlements ? Aa 


Mr. POYNTON.—No., 


ARBITRATION AWARDS. 
Tauncrarn Orricers AND Linnsacen, 


_ Mr, BLUNDELL asked the. Post- ie 
master-General, woon notice—. ree 


Bias 


“When will the arbitration awards of Bowe Be 
and Telegraph officers and line ei seukul Deny 
paid? At 


Mr. WISE.—The law provides “that “ 








This* has been done in regard to the 
awards referred to, and, provided Parlia- 
ment does not disapprove, the payments Side 
thereunder will be made on and after 
29th March age 3rd Hoa 1920, Tespec- nee 











OBO 


$ 


Navy Commanders. 


N AVY COMMANDERS. 
_ Enrerrarnmen ArLowancns. 


Vr. BOWDEN asked the meee for 
the Navy, woon notice— 


I) Whether it is a’ fact that Navy Com- 
manders are sometimes tendered civic recep- 
tions on their arrival at various ports? 

2. If so, 
eourtesies are reciprocated, and functions are 
arranged on board the ships, the cost of the 
game 1S a personal charge on the captains and 
officers ? 

3. Will the Minister consider the advisability 
of giving special entertainment allowances to 
captains of ships? ‘ 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. oi ‘ghall have 


the matter inquired into, and advise the 


honorable member as early as possible. 


CASE OF Mr. MORLEY. 


Mr TUDOR’: (for Dr: 
asked the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that at the last Federal elec- 
tions, at the Town Hall, Melbourne, Mr. Mor- 
ley, barrister, infringed the Electoral Act by 
defiantly voting openly at a table within a 
yard of the box, in spite of a protest made » ‘by 
all the officials at the table? 

2. Was a protest in writing seanea and 
entered in the official memorandum book by 
those officials? 

3. Is Mr. Morley to be pReseriied under the 
Electoral.Act? 


Mn POV NTON The suawers to ihe 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1 and 2. An official note made in the Presid- 
ing Officer’s memorandum book discloses that 
Mr. Morley marked his ballot-papers at the 
Presiding Officer’s table instead of proceeding, 
as he. should have done, to a voting compart: 
ment. 


3. The matter is under consideration. 


PRICE OF CORNSACKS. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY asked. the 
‘Minister for Trade and Customs, upon 
nolice— 


Whether in view of the prevailing high. price 


of cornsacks, it is proposed to take steps to 


insure a supply at reasonable rates for the 


coming season? 


Mr. GREENE.—As it is the policy of 


ae Government to permit trade to flow 





back into non-governmental channels, the 


Government do not propose to take any 


_ steps in the direction indicated 4 PX, the 
: honorable SA hi : is 


is it a fact that when. these . 


“will the Minister make public the commission 


MALONEY) 


thousands of officers who have entered the Pub- | 











“SALE oF PROPERTY 10° 
- RETURN ED SOLDIERS. | 


AGENTS CHARGES. 


Mr. TUDOR (for Dr. tasamie : 
asked the Minister representing the Min- : 
ister for Repatriation, upon notice 


1. Will he inform the House what rates 
should be charged by agents who conduct ‘the 
sale of property to returned soldiers? — Boca 

2. In order to prevent certain agents fen | 
fleecing returned soldiers who buy properties, a aathssA 


Ye al 
sini 
se 


that should be paid, and, if necessary, take | ie 
steps to enforce justice for our returned men? | 


Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the — 
honorable member’s questions are ag fol- Ce ua 
low :—_ \ yo 

1. The Es sate Agents’ Asaneitton have” Bo as 
adopted a scale of charges, commencing at 5- 
per cent. and diminishing to 1 per cent.,. Ee 
cording to the amount of the sale. Agents 
not members of the association are free to ae A ‘ 
charge what commission they like, subject gst Bx 
ae ee to the Court by purchasers. 

. With a view to safeguarding the enboresial a 
ie ‘soldiers, I have frequently, through the ~ i 
press, suggested to soldiers the advisability of 
placing themselves in communication with the 
War Service Homes Commission before ‘onber: 
ing into ay definite rontractay Aaa ee oly 

























-'TREASURER’S PRIVATE | 
BECRETARY. : 


Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Beavis | 
asked the Treasurer, upon notice— °° 

1. Is it a fact that the position of private 
secretary to the Treasurer has been filled ai 
a gentleman who has not complied with the 
conditions laid down by the Commonwealth — 
Public Service Act? iN) 

2. If so—(a) what are the quatitiestione? et a 
the officer in question; (6) could not a ‘suit-. 
able private secretary be found among the 


lic Service in the recognised statutory way? 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answer to 
the honorable member's phe ota is, a8 
follows :-— 

1 and 2. No. The iced who has been 
appointed to the position of private secretary 
to the Treasurer has complied with the condi- 
tions laid down by the Commonwealth Public 
Service Act. The appointment is a temporar 
one only, and hag been approved nby the Public 
Service Commissioner, a 


INTERNEES. ae 
Native Born AND Aro 


‘Mr, HUGHES.—On the 3rd March 










ft Ny i 
i. 





(Mr. Mahon) asked: me the followin 
questions ; Oo : 7 
Rae Are- any persons: ‘still a in 





| aberoed since ‘Aitcust! 1914, nad the same in- 


" formation regarding naturalized persons? 
_ 3. Have any persons been deported who 
S filkimed naturalization in some_ part of the 
| Empire; if so, how many? — 
4. The total cost of the internment eaoath to 
“date? 
+ Bs 5. How many persons were interned at the 
a request of the British Government; what has 
been the cost of their maintenance; and whe- 
_ ther the Government have obtained a refund of 
game? 


' 6. In view of the fact that persons interned | 
during the war were not informed of the 


charges against them, nor confronted with 
their accusers, what steps do the Government 
propose to take to satisfy the House and the 








' done to many accused persons? 


. T then furnished a reply to question No. 
6, and intimated that the information 
ee asked for in Nos. 1 to 5 would require 


Bi 


make it available as soon as possible. I 
am now in a position to supply the hon- 
‘erable member with the following replies 
"to Nos. 1 to 52— 
poe. 4 1. Thirty-eight, 
fie. 2. Native born of enemy origin, thirty- one; 
maturalized, 267. 
#2. (3. No) former. naturalized subjects were de- 
| ported without denaturalization. Nineteen 
denaturalized subjects were deported. 
4. No separate record has been kept of cost 
of internment camps. All expenses relating 
to internees have been charged to item—*‘Ex- 
i _ penditure in connexion with Interned Enemy 
i - Subjects ”’—the bulk of which is camp expen- 
, diture, and the total, to 3lst January, 1920, 
is Se 335,084. 

. One thousand one hundred and two. . Esti- 
iia amount chargeable against Great 
Britain, about £250 ,000. aera s retundes to 
oe £153,894. 





ee J UDICIARY BILL. 
* a Motion (by Mr. Hucues), by leave, 
i _ agreed to— 

he That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an 


Act to amend the Judiciary Act 1913-1915, and 
for other Meas lei ie 


PAPERS. 
‘The Followune papers were presented : --- 


nual: ‘Report, 1918-19, 
» Peace— 





and Associated Powers and Austria, to- 






Annexed ‘thereto, signed at Saint-Ger- 
main-on-Laye, 14th September, 1919. 
"Treaty of Peace between Allied and Asso- 


signature. | 
Parliament. it) ue 


people of Australia that injustice has not been. 


‘some time to prepare, but that I would © 


Postmaster-General’s aT AE Ls An- 
Austria—Treaty of Peace between the Allied 


gether with the Protocol and Declarations — 


ciated Powers and Austria—Protocol of 
(Paper } resented to the Nia 


_ Austro- Hnpiohty Maken aay hobwoen the 
Allied and Associated. Powers with re- _ 
gard to the contributions to the cost of — 

liberation of the territories of the former | 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, signed at 


Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 10th September, ‘ ee 


1919. 


Italian Reparation 


ciated Powers with regard to, Ae 

at. Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 10th Sep- | 

tember, 1919. alee 
Ordered to be printed. 


Public Service Act—Regulations Amended— LN 
Statutory Rules 1920, ‘No. 36. Se 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 4) 1919-20. 


In Committee: Consideration ree 
from 11th March (vide page 352.) 


Clause 2 (Issue and application of 
‘£5,797,180). 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.19] Wien 


the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) was explaining 
_the Supply Bill to the Committee, he 
stated that the amount provided for in’ 


this Bill would carry the Government on 
till the end of May. That means that _ 
we are asked to practically pass Supply 


for nearly the whole of the remainder of 


the financial year without having an op- 


portunity of discussing the expenditure. & 


i remember the Minister for the Navy _ 
(Sir Joseph Cook), when he was sitting — 


on this side of the House, writing for the ot 


Sydney Marl a series of articles called — 
“The Financial Carnival.” If the coun-. ~ 


try was engaged in a financial cafnival 


then, the present rate of expenditure a. 
might be described by a much stronger 
Atibase: 


months. 
practice. 


December of last year. 


returned from England, Parliament was 

busy in dealing with the various Pools and 
other matters. 
to the Commercial Activities Bill. I find 


that the Prime Minister returned to Aus- | 


tralia in August, whilst the Commercial 


Activities Bill passed through this House 


on the dist July. I believe that it was i 
assented to before the Prime Minister’s _ 





‘Daymenteiaeene: i 
ment between the Allied and Asso. — 
signed 





At that time Supply was usually « 
obtained for a month at a time; only on 
exceedingly rare occasions was the House 
asked to vote Supply for three or four 
We have departed’ from that 
The Treasurer stated also that 
but for the election having intervened, the — 
Estimates would have been disposed of an i 
He went on to ~ 
say that the reason they were not dealt — 
with was that after the Prime Minister — 


He was evidently referring 





i 








Supply Ball 
arrival, so that the explanation given i 
the Treasurer was absolutely incorrect. 

‘Mr. Hucurs.—What is the good of 
bothering with what happened in the last 


Parliament? Why not get on with the 


job? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I shall got on with the ’ 


job. In order to obviate an all-night sit- 
ting, which I am always ready to avoid 


if possible, I promised the Prime Minis- 


ter last night that the Supply Bill would 
be passed through the House by 4 o’clock 


this afternoon. That undertaking will be 
honoured by every honorable member on 


this side of the House. 


One matter has apparently been lost 
sight of. The Treasurer forecasted an 


amendment of the Publie Service Act to 


place the Service under a Board of Man- 
agement. That will mean probably the 


appointment of three Commissioners in- 


stead of one. We were told subsequently 
that the Post Office would be placed under 
a Board of business men. As a represen- 


i tative of a metropolitan constituency, I do 


not think that that arrangement. will be 


bad for the vested city interests, but if I, 


were a country representative, | should 
not like to see the control of the Post 
Office handed over to men who will see 
that the city interests are looked after. 
We shall have exactly the same trouble 
as is experienced in the State Parliament 
in connexion with the railways. 
the Minister shelters himself behind the 
excuse that the Railway Department is 
being managed by the Commissioner§, and 
he has no power at all. / 


I did not speak to the amendment put 
forward by the Country party, because I 


felt that honorable members who had not 


spoken on the censure motion moved by 
me had a prior claim. There are many 


items in the Bill which should be discussed. . 


Some honorable members will desire to 


‘know why one State receives 


: different 
treatment from the others in regard-to the 
export of base metals. So that other 
honorable members may have an oppor- 
tunity of bringing before the Committee 
the items in which they are interested, I 
shall content myself with having placed 


On record the inaccuracy of the Trea- 
_surer’s statement regarding the reason for 


“not proceeding with the Esme dast 


year. 


_[REPRESEN TATIVES. 8] 


‘Ministerial corner had really passed a a 


There . 


Agee specifically stated that his amendment 






a FENTON (hth on. 25]. a 
—This clause covers the whole total of. 
the Supply Bill. If it is agreed to, will 
honorable members be precluded ‘from 


moving amendments to the Sehedule or 
will it be contended that, having agreed — 


to clause 2, the Committee has assented A 
to the full total of the Bill? ~) 

The 
ter). 


‘Mr. EVAN (West Sedna Pat 26]- prints Roe, ; 


HAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. Chan- a 


There has been a good deal of discus- 


sion regarding economy and the reduce 
tion of expenditure. Although I took 
no part in the debate on the amendment — 
moved by the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), I have 
listened with considerable interest to it. ae 
The striking feature of the debate was 
that when honorable members had an OP ‘ 
portunity, a few days previously, of 
casting a vote in support of the principle =—_— 
for which they alleged they were stand- 
ing, they refused to vote against the Go- 
vernment, presumably, because the ~ 
motion was moved by the Leader of the 
Opeeeion Honorable members in the _ 
Ministerial corner were found voting with _ 
the representatives of the middlemen. be 
think the honorable member for Kooyong ue 
(Sir Robert Best) was justified in his sug- — 
gestion that honorable members in the 


























vote of confidence in the Government, 
but that they then turned round and 
moved what amcunted to a vote of want, 
of confidence, EG: 


Mr. McWizu1ams.—We had tabled our 
amendment De any other was” and 
cated. 


Mr. RYAN. —But the eS mem- 


was not intended to be a vote of bi fea of 
confidence. | 


Mr. ‘MecWitiiams. ate: 


Mr. RYAN.—The honorable member _ 
said that the amendment was moved in 
a spirit of sympathy with the Govern- 
eae And it was remarkable that whe 

the division took place the Congr Living 
did not vote solidly. | 


The CHAIRMAN.—The ; honorable 
member is not in penen in oie aaa 








Wroakly demaen 

Mr. RYAN.—I am fiat teen up. it 
a point. The Country party acted in 
Besta Honorable members: on 























~ constituencies. 
- in our friends in the corner, I have never 


- by the profiteers. 


Supnly Bil ty 


s ae 







side 


_ easions; they supported the amendment 


- moved "by the Leader of the Opposition 
a and that which emanated» from the 


_ Country party, because they realized that 


é oe _the interests of the primary producer and 
_ the’ consumer are identical. 
illustrated by the votes cast by the honor- 
able members for Werriwa (Mr. 

-Yini), Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham), Angas 
_ (Mr. Gabb), Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) 


That was 


and Calare (Mr. Lavelle), and _ those 
gentlemen were supported by representa- 
tives of industrial centres, whether they 


were sent here by waterside workers, 


miners or shearers. A practical demon- 
stration was given to the people of Aus- 
tralia that this party stands on a plat- 


form which comprises the interests of the 
_ producers - and 


consumers alike, and 
eliminates the middleman. This matter 
must eventually be fought out in the 
I have not much faith 


had, and I have not much faith in any 
alteration that would take place if they 


were given the opportunity of assuming 


the reins of government. I am in- 


fluenced by no personal feeling towards 


any one in casting my vote. I vote, not 
against the Prime Minister, but against. 
the Nationalist party he is leading, which 
stands for and is supported and put in 
I draw attention to 
this in order to make my position clear 


_to the constituencies, where eventuzlly the 
The only good 


fight must be fought out. 
that I can see that would obviously be 
derived by removing the present Govern- 
ment from office, is that we may have an 
opportunity of looking through the 


pigeon-holes, because there will be no 
__ preper investigation or disclosure until we 
have another set of Ministers in charge of 
the Treasury bench. 


That is one ae the 
main reasons why I supported the amend- 
ment of the honorable member for Frank- 


jin (Mr. McWilliams), and why I think 


a change of Government ought to be 
brought. about or a new election held. No 
one on this side is frightened of an elec- ' 


tion, Until there is a different ‘set of 


Ministers in office, the people of Australia 
will not have a proper disclosure of the 
situation; we shall have no explanation 
in regard to the shipbuilding contracts or 
the amount of monev lost on each, and 


there will be no prover explanation with 
_ regard to the wool transaction. 
- any honorable, member in this House— 


Ts there 


= ae 





ae pe Made. 1920, 


“who re eal ae: Gonsbieue: 
encies voted-~consistently on both oc- 


Lazza- - 
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I do not think there is——who nui what 


the situation is with regard to the sales _ 
of wool that have already been effected nea 
The other day the Prime Minister, when — 


telling the House that Cabinet had asked 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) to go to fae vi 
don, said— ve 


The Treasurer has further been commis- 


sioned to go thoroughly into the question of © i 
the profit on wool, out of which Australian — 


growers have every right to expecta large 
bonus above the flat rate provided in the ver 
contract. 


T shall not allow this Bill to pags Vane ih | 


“making my protest. and insisting, as far 


as I can, on a full and proper disclosure _ : 
being made in regard to that contract. — 


Where are the cablegrams that are alleged 
Will some Minister — 


to constitute it? i 
make a definite statement as to what the ny 
wool-srowers of Australia are to get? We — 


are told they are to get half the profits 


to be made by the Imperial Government, — 


but I doubt. whether it is the Imperial Go- 


vernment and not some huge private pro- 
fiteers in Great Britain that has made 
profits. T have great confidence in the © 
manner in which the British Government, — 


as a Government, will deal with the over- 


seas Dominions of the Empire, but I have — 
a shrewd idea that the profits on the wool 
sales have gone to private individuals in 
Great Britain. ‘ 

“Mr. Fowirr.—Does the Ayaioeie Py 
member not think it possible that they — 
may have been shared by some Panis iy, ih 
in Australia also? ie 

Mr. RYAN.—I have a shrewd tides ny 
that some persons in Australia were per- 


mitted to sell to their own representatives — 


on the other side of the world, and thus, — 
perhaps. shared in the profits. The people — 
are looking for a full explanation of ghe | 
whole transaction. 
down. to definite facts. It is claimed that — 
the information has already been given — 
to them. If that is so, why is the Trea- _ 
surer to be sent Home on a begging ex- 
pedition to get a bonus, as it is called, — 
for the wool-growers? There should be 
some definite way of explaining to the — 
veople what they may expect to get in — 
return for their wool elip, but no such de- — 
finite statement has been made. I want © 
it now, because the wool-growers of Aus- — 
tralia do not know what they are to ex- — 
pect. In my opinion, they may expect : 
very little, if anything at alk — 

I wish now to refer to the RURAL Hi 
that took place during the Tecent t elections. 


“ 


They want to get — 
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There is no doubt in ‘the mind of any 


honorable member that the party now 
eccupying the Treasury bench was re- 
turned to office as a result of a cam- 
paign of ‘misrepresentation, largely as- 
sisted by the money provided by profiteers. 
In Australia we are reaching a stage 
where the power of money exceeds the 
power it has displayed mm any previous 
period of our history. A statement made 
by Sir Charles Wade, a well-known Liberal 
of New South Wales, on his return from 
Great Britain, is largely applicable to 
Australia. He informed the Pune’ 
Morning Herald— 

‘That during the time he had been in Eng- 
land be had become prgatly impressed by the 


' power of monetary influence. Merit alone in 
' the Old Country was practically useless unless 


- supported by money, and so evident was this ~ 


that many whose only asset was merit were 
leaving the country. Immense fortunes had 
_ been made during the war. 


An identical state of affairs is fast making 
its appearance in Australia, and a good 
_ deal of the direct action that is complained 
_ of, and of the industrial unrest prevailing 


arises from the fact that the workers of 
Australia are having it driven home to 
them that, although we are supposed to 
enjoy free. democratic institutions, the 
‘reins of government, can be secured by the 
use of large sums of money and by the 
practice of doubtful methods. Unless 
our friends opposite and those who sup- 
port them realize that they must discon- 


tinue this practice, then exactly to that 


extent will our parliamentary institutions 
become discredited, and the number of 


y people outside who stand for direct ac- 


tion, and claim that Parliament is of no 
use, increase. One of the most objection- 
able methods employed during the elec- 
toral campaign was the use of a secret 
service known as the Commonwealth 
Police Force. ‘I have no hesitation in 


saying that some members of that Force 


were used for political purposes as can- 
-vassers. “The Prime Minister smiles 
when I say this. He. evidently thinks 


it a great achievement; but I would like 


to know why this Force, born of the War- 
wick egg, was transferred to the control 


of the Attorney-General on the eve of the 


- elections, how many persons constitute it, 
ENG, and to what extent their numbers 
were increased, exactly what their duties 


are, where they are located, and whether — 


“there i is any other secret service? mee want 
Mr. Ryan. 4 Us ‘ oi Pe eo Roe 





‘to know aaalbs thi mount 6) 


: im this direction. 


au about it. while the honorable member 


considers justified. At all events, it is : 


“jection, 


5 of the Sadie CEN a 





































on. the Commonwealth Police 


rane These are atierss in which t! DO ce 
people of Australia are very much ee } 
terested, and I am satisfied that honorable — 
menibers of this House know that the cir- : 
cumstances do not justify ae expenditure! 


a 
hb Le 


Mr. Houenzs. Where doe the hee 1 
able member find in the Bill any reference - a 
to the Commonwealth Police Force? 


Mr. RYAN, —It is wrapped up ine the : 
schedule. The right honorable gentleman a 
thinks that because he has the a . 
ture so wrapped up I will be bere to 
pick it out. aden Ce 


Mr. Hvuanns _—T shall tre to fad out 


continues. 


Mr, RYAN.—The ae houaeeae : 
gentleman cannot deny that a very ae 
ainount of money is being spent on that — 
secret service which no honorable member — 


not justified by public exigencies, no ‘mat- 
ter what the private exigencies: of Minis 
ters may be. I do not hesitate to say 
that some public money is being spent on 
a secret service which is mainly used for 
political purposes. I would like to knov 

whether Ministers contend that the B: 
does not cover some expenditure. for 
Commonwealth Police’ Force. © Seeing 
that no Minister ‘replies by imter 
I feel it is necessary for 
mec to add certain words to so gla 


Mr. RYAN.—The honorable ne a 
heard the Prime. Minister ask me. 


tify i Tt is “oven over difercs 
partments so that honorable members may 
not be ae to eral is 1. 7 wee 








anys 


: i a p23 Mane, 1920.) 


Mr. anon —There must ‘be. rehsy 
vast be paid. 

‘ . Sir JosEPH Cook. rhe Opposition ask 
for informaton, and when it is supplied 
| ey immediately refuse to accept it. 


Mr. RYAN.—How are the Common- 
wealth police paid ? ‘ 


_ Sir Joserm Coox. —I will give no in- 
formstion unless my word is taken. 


_ Mr. RYAN.— I do not wish to doubt 
‘the right honorable gentleman’s word-——— 


Sir JosEpa Coox. —I was referring to 
the interjection of another honorable 
i _member of the Opposition, 


Mr. RYAN.—If provision : is not made 
in this Bill for the payment of the Com- 
- ‘monwealth police, then there will be no 
harm in my amendment, which relates 
to that service. If there is nothing in 
the schedule to cover payments to the 
Commonwealth police, I should like to 
know under what authority they are paid. 
_Is it not requisite to have parliamentary \ 


) authority, or does the right honorable 


member suggest that some authority 
given on a previous occasion authorizes 
og payment of the Commonwealth police 
for an sneehd period ? 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Or do the profiteers 
pay them direct? 


Mr. RYAN. chy Bea seebis member 


makes a er pertinent ee I 
- mov e— « 


That the Solfo iis ante be added to the . 


velause—* Provided that no moneys shall be 
issued, or applied after the thirty-first day of 
_ March, One thousand nine hundred and twenty, 
for maintaining the secret service which is 
_ commonly known as ‘The Commonwealth 
Shere ‘Force. ed Ne ea Ne 


The. amendment, if carried, will give the 
Government a, fair opportunity—up to the 
dist March next—to deal with the Com- 
vo wealth police force, and will have the 
effect of expressing the opinion of hono- 
rable members, that no further public 
expenditure in connexion ‘with that 


secret service should be made. 


Question—That the words proposed to 
be added be so added—put. 
tee divided. eae 


The Commit- 


a8) 
au 
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Ayrs. 


Anstey, F, Maloney, Dr. 
Blakeley, A Mathews, J. 
Catts, J. H. MeDonald, C. 


Considine, M. P, 


McWilliams, W. J. » 
Cunningham, L. L, 


Moloney, Parker hy 


Fenton, J. E. Nicholls, 8. Re 
Francis, #. H. Ryan, T. J 
Gabb, J. M. Stewart, P. G.’ 
Hill, W. C. Tudor, F, G. 
Lavelle, T. J. West, bs pe 2 
Lazzarini, H. P. Tellers: 
Mahony, W. G. Page, James 
iM akin, N. J. O. Watkins, D. 
LADO eas Noss. 
Atkinson, L. Jowett, EH, 
Bayley, J J Oke Kerby, E. T. J. 
Blundell, R. P. Lamond, Hector 
Bowden, EK. K. Lister, J. H. 
Bruce, S. M. ‘Mackay, G. H. 
Cameron, D. C. Marks, W. M. 
*Chapman, Austin Marr, C. W. C. 


“| Maxwell, G. A. i‘ 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Page, Dr. Harle 


Cook, Robert 


Corser, EK. B. C, Poynton, A, 
Fleming, W. M. Prowse, J. H. 
Foster, Richard Rodgers, pain 5 
Fowler, J. M. Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Gibson, W. G. Smith, Laird 
Greene, W. M. Wienholt, AS 
SiRha L. HE. Wise, G. H. 
May, A. Tellers: 
Hughes, W. M. Bamford, F. W. 
Jackson, D. 8. Story, W. H. 
PAIRS. 
Charlton, M. Livingston, J. 
Brennan, F. Watt, W. A. 
Riley, E. Best, Sir Robert: 
Mahon, H. Burchell, R. J. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 3 (Sum available for the pur- 
poses set forth in the schedule). rae 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [11. ae 
Before this clause is carried, I desire to 
repeat my question as to the Common- 
wealth Police Force. It was definitely 
stated by the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook) that no authority was — 
sought under this Bill for moneys for the — 
payment of that force. The statement. 


was not very relevant to the discussion, — 


because the amendment that I moved, if 
carried, would have had the effect of pre- 
venting the payment of the Common-— 
wealth Police from any source, whether _ 
under this Bill or otherwise. I should 
like to know under what authority the 
Commonwealth Police are paid and what 
are their numbers. 


' ¢ 


| 382. ae 4 Sumy Bill * 


not police 





Mr. HU GHES (UBepalpot aris Min-- 


‘ister and Attorney-General) [11.58].— 
When the honorable member first raised 
' this question I told him that I would ob- 
thin the information sought by him, and 


while I was doing so he moved his amend- 
ment ,and divided the Committee on it. 
I shall tell the Committee all I know in 
regard to the Commonwealth Police 
Force. So far as I have been able to 
gather, there are eight or ten—I would 
not say that there are more than nine 
—persons employed in investigation 
work, who, for want of another term, 


may be described as members of the Com-, 


monwealth, Police Force. It is against 
this formidable and ntmerous body that 


. the honorable member has been fulminat- 
Apparently the Com- 


ing for some time. 
monwealth;is tottering on its firm base 
because of the machinations of this body, 


and the Treasury is depleted because of” 


their emoluments. I have been out of 


the country for some time, and do not 
know very much about the force, but I 


was endeavouring to obtain the informa- 
tion sought by the honorable member 
when he rudely interrupted my laudable 
effort by proceeding to divide the Com- 
mittee. But I may tell the honorable 


member that these men are engaged in. 
connexion with investigation work, and 
they do for my Department and the 


Attorney-General’s Department exactly 
the same kind of work that the Customs 
officials do for the Customs. Department— 
neither more nor less. To call them 
police is to misuse Eee for vce are 





Mr. Ryan.—I quite agree with an 


Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
ber asked. for information: Their. duties 
are to investigate matters with which they 
are entrusted from time to time. For 
example, they deal with cases of fraud 
in the Departments, and they have been 
used to investigate cases of disloyalty. 


Several Opposition members interject- 


; ing, 


Mr. HUGHES.—I am tied to see 
where the interjections come from—there 
the thing is written plainly, and we can 
see 1t. No one can say that during the 
past five years there have not been hot- 


beds of sedition and disloyalty in the 


country. 


(REPRESENTATIVES.] (Wo, 4) 1919-20, 


amongst other duties, they 
‘eases of fraud or embezzlement in the De- » 


parts of Queensland-in which the honor- — RB 
‘able member for West Sydney (Mr. 
_ Ryan) resided for a long while} the Fede- 


“all practical purposes, law did not exist. 


“on its merits. 


the information at. my_ disposal, and ye ity 






The honorable: eed for Wee. eae 
ney (Mr. Ryan) tries to introduce many — 
extraneous matters into the debate;‘and — 
by way of rejoinder, I should like to say 
one word. The honorable member asked | 
me what these eight or nine men are en- 
gaged in doing, and I have told him that, 
investigate 


ae 


partments, and, in national matters, they | c 
investigate all cases of disloyalty, con- 

spiracy against. the State, movements by 
the Sinn Fein body, and so on. Will the — 


honorable member, or any honorable mem- — 


ber, Say that Ee Fein is an institution a 


| which j is to be permitted to run its course 


in this country .without any attempt on 
the part of the State to see that it does 
not aim a blow at the foundations of Em- - 
pire, on which our security depends? I 
have said, or, if I have not, my colleagues, — 

or some of them, have said, that: torsall 
practical purposes this so-called Common- 
wealth Police Force ceased to exist long — 
ago. It was brought into existence’ to en- : 
force Federal law, which was in danger 
of being wholly disregarded. In certain 





ral law awas disregarded. to such an extent 
that the Warrant of the Commonwealth — 
did not run, and the State police fea ( 
would not attempt to enforce it. If I re- 
quire any proof of that, I can turn to ae 
honorable member for Herhewt (Mr. Bam-- 
ford), who lived in the district where, for 








Mr. Bamrorp.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. HUGHES.—If the intaneaane ee 


am now- giving is not correct, I shall, as” a 


soon as I get the correction, give it to ‘the | 

Committee. I am given to understand — 

that there i$ no provision at all in the Bill — ‘ 
in relation to these men, but if there is I 
shall find out In a few moments and state — ; 
how much. In the Estimates there are 
items connected with this body: and on 
the Estimates the whole question can be 
discussed fairly and without prejudice ae 
If there be an, item. ‘ines 
this Supply Bill for the payment of these 
men, I shall declare it to the House, and 
honorable members may then do as ‘they 
please in regard to it. I have given all 










is suppl oeae by statements ks rom ’ 


7 officials, "hon sage members shall bs woe 
ae, formed. 
Ae ‘Mr. WEST (East. Sydnéy) (12. 5 |.— 








_ Supply? Bill” 


eee has to be very cautious in dealing 
with finance matters, in view of the 
Pence there is'of creating panic. The 


ae day the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) told 
us that he is going to England on Com- 
_ monwealth business, and that one of his: 


objects is to float a loan, or make some 


arrangement, for the repayment of some 


£8,000,000 odd to the British Govern- 


venta “It is our duty to preserve the 
. financial ‘stability - and credit of 
' Austraha, and to.show our ability 


- to meet any ordinary call made upon us. 


We were told by the Treasurer that the 


Commonwealth is requested to pay this» 


‘sum, of £8,750,000 as soon as possible; and 
I think that the ‘position can very easily 
be met. In my opinion there is no 
Ces for the Treasurer to go on the 
London money market in its present con- 
dition. Any one who is studious enough 


- to watch the financial journals and the 





press 


Great 


‘finances of the Commonwealth, 


telegrams which appear daily in our own 
anxiety and. . 


must realize the 
trouble which the financial genius of 
Britain is experiencing in the 
efforts to meet the war debts, without the 


- Dominions making any heavy calls-on the 
resources of the Old Country. “I cannot 


understand why the Government did not 
immediately ask the advice of this House, 


or get authority while the late Parlia- 


ment was sitting, to repay this money. 


“The - CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter ).—How does the honorable mem- 


ber prope to, connect his remarks with 
the clause ‘before the Committee ? 


Mr. WEST. ae am speaking of the 
and I 
urge that this money ought to be paid on 
the eredit of Australia, by warrant, Be 


the hand of the Governor-General, 
stead of sending the Treasurer Home. on 
this mission. 


The CTEATRMAN. —The ode in 
‘the clause to the warrant applies to the 
specific sum before us, but has nothing 


to do with what the honorable member is 
dealing with tay: 


Mr. WEST! B33 wished to deal with the 


- matter before, but when I rose you, Mr. 
. Chairman, failed to see me. 
_ sdebarred from. the privilege of ee te 


I was thus 


| RG and I feel very ae offended. 
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“what details are in the schedules, 
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The CHAIRMAN fi ys 
of speaking, because he will have another — 
opportunity, though not on this clause. 

-Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong). [12.11]. 
—It' seems remarkable that the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), who originated 
the Commonwealth police as a ce, of 
secret organization, is not in a position. 
to give the Committee any information 
regarding it. I find that, instead of the 


few men referred to by the honorable. ui 
gentleman, there are at least thirty-two 


officers of different, grades in this body, 
who are paid.a total sunk of about £7,000 — 
per annum. This Department has grown 
in the usual way—-a few mén were ap-— 
pointed for certain duties, and they soon’ 
gathered others around a Thus new 
Departments multiply, and the expenses 
of the Government increase. In the cen- 
tral administration. there is a director 
in connexion with this Investigation 
Branch at a salary of £750, and he has 
several clerks, an inspector, and two sub- 
inspectors. In New South Wales there 
is a sub- -inspector at £372, a clerk at 
£198, an inspector at £180, and two de- 
tective-sergeants at £584. 

Mr. Anstey.—I rise to a point of 
order. No provision is made in this Bill 
for these police, and, therefore, \their 
organization cannot be discussed now. . 
We have been told by the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) and the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) that there is no 
provision for this body in the Bill, and I 
should like to know whether that is so OF 
not. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I do not - ear 
and 
until we reach them I am not in a posi- 
tion to say whether the honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) is in - 
order or not, 

Mr. FENTON.—-In Victoria there is 
an inspector in charge at £408 per an- 
num, a clerk at £198, a detectiye-sergeant 
of the first class at £292,-and one detec- 
tive-sergeant of the third class at £256. 
Jn Queensland, in which State, 16 was 


said, the Commonwealth police originated, 


there is an inspector at £426, two clerks 
at £204, and £186 respectively, two detec- 


tive-sergeants of the first class at £584, 


and two detective-sergeants of the third 
class.at £511. In South Australia—a 
very peaceable State indeed—there is an 
inspector in charge at £408, with a ae 


4 
-” 


/ <i 


honorable ae 
- member is not debarred from the privilege 





at £186, a. two ala a iia 
third class at «£512. In Western Aus- 


tralia there is an inspector in charge at, 


£408, a clerk at £186, and two detective- 
sergeants of the third class at £512. In 
Tasmania there is an inspector in charge 
at £300, and, under his control, one de- 
tective of the first class at £251. The 
total expenditure under this head, as I 
have said, is set down at £7,102 per an- 
num. If we can exercise economy any- 
where it is in connexion with this abso- 
lutely useless and extraneous body created 
by the Prime Minister simply to satisfy 


a whim.’ T'o expend between £6,000 and 
. £7,000 per annum on the upkeep of an 


absolutely useless body of men is to scatter 
broadcast the taxpayers’ money, which 
ean be ill-spared at the present time. If 
these men are paid, not by the Common- 
wealth Government, but by private persons, 
that should be stated. They are under 


the control of the Commonwealth, and act 


according to the instructions of Common- 
wealth authorities. This country is in- 


fested with detectives and others who are 


engaged in secking information solely for 


the purpose of damaging the parties op- 
posed to the Nationalist party. This is 


a lasting disgrace to those who are re- 
sponsible for it, and I do not know how 


Ministers and their supporters can ruth- 


lessly, recklessly, and extravagantly vote 
this money and justify their action to their 
constituents. 

Mr. Groom.—You know that they are 
not voting it. 


Mr. FENTON.—Of course, they are. 
What is the good of trying to hoodwink 
the members Tot the Committee? Every 
public servant and every man .in public 
office is paid out of the amount covered 
by this Supply Bill. We have to go to 
the Estimates for special information re- 
garding the allotment of the grant. I 
have shown the class of men employed. 
They are paid handsome salaries for doing 
nothing but work of a political nature. 


Those responsible for this state of. things 


should be ignominiously “ booted out” of 
their position, and a set of men placed 
there who will, in the expenditure of pub- 
Jie money, perform their duties, honestly. 
This is not the only item to which excep- 
tion can be taken; there are many others 


which show that Ministers and their sup- 





porters, while mouthing SOUGHT yy (are 


spending money recklessly. 


the great issue of the election, and the 


“people i in the community, I protest aga 


towards the taxpayers, even should. 


Beas pet oping the: truth 
- from the Committee. ais a 


Mr. 


Mr. FENTON. son d: eee may. my 
be silenced by a jocular remark of the 
Prime Minister, intended to hide deficien- 7 
cles in ‘administration, but the country 3 
will not be satisfied with a smile and a 
joke instead of explanations. There is — 

a kind of economy which, no doubt, will 
be practised by the Government, which 
will not meet with my approval, ‘because 
it will be levelled at the producers and 
at those who are doing the work of the 
Commonwealth. I believe that Ministers 
will seek to economize by discharging 
workmen, who are the best customers of | 
the producers, and will keep in office men 
of high salaries who are doing. political ‘i 
work. I protest stoutly against the cava- " i 
lier fashion in which the Prime Minister 
has treated the Committee. Finance was - | a 






























chief matter that we have to deal with. 
Yet the Estimates are full of items 
which should be wiped. out. I ask hon- 
orable members not to be influenced in 
their votes by the fact that an objection | 
comes from this or that part of the cham- 
ber. If a proposal is right and just it 
should receive the support of honorable — i i 
members generally. This party did not, 
because the Country party refused to sup- 
port its censure amendment, refuse to 
support the amendment of the a 
party. I know what it is for people to 
have to live on small incomes, and I am 
determined that we should, so far as we 
can, cut down our expenditure. abe come” 
mend the honorable member ¢for West 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan) for having brought 
this matter before the Committee. The 
establishment of the | Commonwealth — 
Police has been a sore point with | 
many of us. The Commonwealth has hae 
its command the services of the State 
police, including the detectives, and 
hitherto they have sufficed to prevent 
fraud. The services of the State police — 
are still available to the Commonwealth, 
and there is no need for a special Com-_ | 
monwealth Force... On behalf of the many 
thousands of men and women who. find it 
hard to make ends meet, and who are pay- 
ing the bulk of the taxation for the rich 


this. I appeal to members to act 


the ee. oF the Vie ; 








ian the Beate ini Wake! a state- 
ent of the intentions of the Government 
n regard to the control of metals? In 
tiny constituency there is a silver and lead 
mine, the manager ‘of which has written, 
ae me to ask the right honorable 


- gentleman to extend to Bac the same, 
- conditions as have been extended to those 
$ at controlling similar mines in Tasmania, 


‘Mr. Consrping.—Does he wish to have 


_ the export of his\metals prohibited ? 


Mr, JAMES PAGE.—No. I under- 


’ stand that the exporting of: metals from 
"Tasmania is allowed, and I wish the Go- 
 vernment bo eetend. the same concession 

_ to.the Silver Spur mine, in Queensland, 


“e 


as it has be ‘to similar mines in Tas- 
mania. 


Mr. HUGHES (Boies Pere: Min- 


S eae and Attorney-General) [12.23].— 
- Tam glad that the honorable member has 


asked the question. Recently a very 


| strong deputation, representative of those 


interested in the silver and lead ores of 


_ Tasmania, waited on me, stating that 


they were under great. disabilities because 
(the Sulphide Corporation, the local treat- 
ment company, could not pay them the 


They, therefore, asked for permission to 


pas lead, 
those metals are essential to national — 
- safety in times of crisis. 
is specially valuable at the present time. 
It was necessary, therefore, to take steps 
to preyent the recurrence of the unfor- 
-tunate state of things which existed prior 
to the war, when Germany had control of 
But unless we can assure the 
metal producers of this country a fair 
_ price for their products, they cannot con-— 
tinue their operations, 
they may wish to do so. 
- must be placed on the industry, it should 


a Our metals. 


world’s price for their ores, but could 


only make an advance against the sum. 


that the ores might hereafter realize. 


export the ores. The Government con- 
sidered the request carefully, as it raised a 


s inane of great importance to the coun- 


‘The war showed the absolute neces- 
oe of control in respect of such products 
zinc, copper, and tin, because 


no matter -how 


be shared by the community at large. I, 


therefore, told the members of the depu- 








tation ‘that, without prejudice to the 
future permanent policy of the Common-. 


wealth, which in due season honorable 


; members. will have an ample opportunity 
~ to discuss, they could, ‘for a 
ae at Bec i expert their « ores to all 


Wilk per countries. 


“needs consideration, 


wlad. if) 


Silver, of course, 


If a handicap 


period of gix 


aa ary 





ae 


The 
member for Maranoa asks for the same 
consideration for other States as has Been! 


given to Tasmania. I assume he does not 
speak merely for Queensland. oa 
‘Mr, Burenert.—Western Australia 
Mr. HUGHES.—I have no hesitation — 
in saying that it was not my intention to 
restrict the concession to Tasmania. In _ 
considering the matter, the Cabinet deter- _ 


mined that any concession given to one. 
‘State must be given to all. 


Whatever 
privileges are accorded to the producers 
of silver and lead ores in Tasmania will 
be given to all producers of such ores — 
throughout Australia. It is not advisable 


to stress publicly the limitations imposed 
upon exportation to certain quarters, but, 


except for those limitations, which apply, 
of course, to exportation from Tasmania 


as well as from the other States, there is 
I shall bes” 


no,embargo on exportation. 
the honorable member for 
Maranoa will convey to the manager of 
the Silver Spur mine the effect of my 


-statement, to which the press, I have no 
doubt, will give the widest publicity. 


any honorable member desires informa- 
tion that I have not given, and that I am 
able to supply, I shall be glad to Spe 
ment my statement. 

Mr. James. Pacr.—Have Pee: 
been issued to the officials in the different 


States to permit the Shiels of the — : 


ore ? 


Mr. HUGHES. ' That will be dome 


Since Friday last it has been the policy 


of the Government to treat silver and lead ~ 
ores throughout Australia in the same 

way as such ores are treated in Tasmania, 
and I shall ask my colleague, the Minis- 
ter for Trade and Customs, because of the — 
doubt just expressed by. the honorable 
member, to instruct his officials at the 


_ Various ports to allow the ibiicia of 


these ores: 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [12.30].— 


Does the statement made by the Prime 


Minister relate to base metals generally? 


‘Difficulties have been experienced, and 


heavy expenses incurred, in connexion 
with the shipment, of tin and copper, and — 
there is equally as good a claim for con- 
sideration in respect of them as in respect 
of silver and lead. Will the freedom that 


* is to be permitted to the silver-lead. pro- 


ducers apply to the producers of base 
metals penis ee 


It ©. 
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Mr? HUGHES PB she ataae ‘Mir- 
ister and Attorney-General) [12.31].—I 
have not given that point any considera- 


tion, but I hardly see how it can affect 


Western Australia, because, as the honor- 
able member for Dampier knows, permis- 
sion has been given the producers of base 
metals in that State to export their pro- 
ducts... That was done on account of the 
remoteness of Western Australia from 
convenient treatment plants in Australia. 
No representations have been made to me 
in regard to copper, tin, and other.base 
metals. So far as I know, there is no 
hardship throughout the rest of the ‘con- 


tinent on account of the existing restric-. 


tions. But if there is a hardship it is 
open to honorable members to make out a 
case, as the Tasmanian representatives 
did. I dealt witha specific case on its 
merits, and I am prepared’'to deal with 
any~other case on its merits. 
able member for Dampier must realize 
that we lave spent much time and money 
in ‘attempting to establish great industries 
in this country, and we shall have failed 
if we permit the metal trade to drift back 
into the channels in which it flowed before 
the war. 
the interests of the Commonwealth. If 
any honorable member can point to any 
hardship imposed upon any group of pro- 
ducers of any base metal,other than galena 
or silver-lead ores of any kind, I shall be 
glad to hear their representations, and, 
if a case is made out, to grant the neces- 
sary relief. 


Mr. Greeory. —May I assume that the 


producers of tin and copper in Western 
Australia are free to ship their products 
away ¢ 

Mr. HUGHES. ae the spur of the 
moment I cannot recall what arrange- 


ments were made in regard to Western. 


Australia. Whatever they were, they re- 
sulted from the representations by West- 
ern Australian members, and I assume 
they were satisfactory, because they were 
whatever were asked for at that time. So 
far as I know, 
tions. 

_ Mr. Burcurert.—There was the regis- 
tration of contracts. : 

Mr. HUGHES.—There must he that. 
We must know to what. countries the ores 
are being sent. The producers are at 
_ liberty to get the best. bargain they cam in 


* 


_IREPRESENTATIVES. $1 


‘Prime Minister es Watt) to lay on the © 


The honor-, 


the war was still in progress. 


We must have some regard for . 


made between the Imperial Government — 


authorities or the Zine Producers Asso. 


there were no. reserva- 


that contract. 


contract available. — 






the wets of Hee eet hae a Sonia e 
of the Government and the: ‘Parliament — 
in regard to trading with the late enemy 
has Been declared quite publicly. If this 
Parhament wishes to alter that policy it 3 
must do so formally after a discussion of ~~ 
the whole matter. Until then the policy 

of the Government remains unchanged, : 
and registration of contracts must con- ES 
tinue. The producers may get the best  * 
price they can-and export their products’. ons 
to any country except to enemy mts oe 
an one other place. 


Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [12. 35]— ae 
During the Prime Minister’s absence in — 
England I repeatedly asked the Acting — 


tablé the ten years’ contract between the ™ 
lead and tin mining companies and the i 
Imperial Government, and the reply lre- 


ceived yas that it was against Imperial 


policy to make the contract public while 
Now.that — 
peace has been signed by the by 
Government, I ask the Prime Minister if ' 
he 1s prepared to lay the contract on ee 
table? af 


Mr. HUGHES i Biadicoet ale Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [12.86].—I 
understand that the honorable member is 
referring to the contract made as a result ~~ 
of the arrangements which were entered — C 
into by me in 1916. So far as the Com- 
monwealth is concerned, there is no objec 
tion to the tabling of ‘that paper.‘ But — 
it is not a gontract made with us; it is ie 



























and certain» companies. I know of no 
reason why it should be kept secret, and — te 
the Government will endeavour to get a " Dye 
copy and lay it on the table. If the con-  . 
tract were. between the Commonwealth. aR 
and some one else, the position would be 
different. . But it is not, and I must ob- 
tain a copy of it from either the British | 


ciation. I shall endeavour to do that. 


Mr. Consiwrne: Tha Prime Minister 
will understand that the miners of 
Broken Hill are very much concerned i in 


Mr. HUGHES aan is a aes Ai very. ae 
great importance, and the House and the — 
country are entitled to the information. 
I shall endeavour to make a 4 POPYy of the 


e 
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--_ Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [12.38]— received through being obliged to end the 
I shall endeavour to arrange, at a later ore to Sydney. The Sydney smelting com- 
_ date, a conference of many of.the lead- panies will not treat the metal”and then 
| “ing producers of base metals ‘with the allow the producer to sell it abroad. They 
_ Prime Minister, so that their case may buy. the oxide on the basis of its ‘Austra- 
be put clearly before him. Ido not care Jian value, and then export it to America, 

- what the policy of the Government may and get the benefit of the exchangé which — 

_ be in regard to these matters—for I am _ should go to the producer. I know that 
sure I can secure sufficient parliament- the Prime Minister has been sympathetic 
ary pressure to alter that—but if towards the producers lately, and I feel 
‘the Government wish to look at the sure that when their case has been put 
question from the right stand-point, fully before him it will be dealt with sym- 
‘the persons whose interests must be first pathetically. I am prepared to leave the 
conserved are the producers, and not the matter at this stage, in the hope of ar-— 
_. owners ‘of the treatment plants. I know Tanging a deputation to the Prime Min- | 


Pie icin ‘ 
NS 
dy 


ae 


: 


that the Prime Minister was absent from 


Australia when this question arose, and 
it was difficult to bring to his knowledge 

the evils that had arisen. But I feel con- 
vinced that, if the honorable gentleman ~ especially to the producer. 


had realized the disaster and ruin that 
has fallen upon many owing to the drastic 
regulations made by the Government, he 
would have made much fuller inquiries 
in regard to the claims of the small pro- 


ducers than were made during his ab- 


- gence. 
an autocratic method, that did not tend 
to assist either the Government or the- 


These matters were dealt with in 


--eountry. The producers have nevew yet 


- 


asked to be allowed to send ‘their metals 
to enemy countries. They are prepared 
to fall.in with any views held by the Go- 
vernment in that regard, but I believe I 


shall have the support of the whole Com- | 


mittee when I say that the first interest 


/ spoke. : 
three. This document was placed in my 


ister in the near future. : 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [12.43].— 
This is a matter of very great importance, 
‘IT shall not 
support a policy which, to use a colloquial- 
ism, will amount to’ “greasing the fat 
pig.” | Ne aek Mie 

If honorable members lay before me 
the facts in regard to base metals, and 
show shat the producer is under a grie- 
vous disability, I shall listen with a very 
sympathetic ear and grant such relief as 
I think it will be satisfactory to him. 

I have now the information that was de- 
sired in regard to the Commonwealth 
Police, and I regret to say that they have 
suffered terrible, casualties since I[ last 
They .are now reduced to 


hands a few moments ago. I do not know 


to be considered is that of the men who what has happened to them since. I was 
go into the back country and win wealth asked where the Commonwealth Police 
from the soil rather than that of those are stationed. Two of them are surround- 
_ who own the treatment plants. Every ing Brisbane, which is menaced, and the 
honorable member of the House has re- other is in Sydney. They have been en- 
_ eeived, I believe, a copy of the lengthy gaged in inquiries in Commonwealth De- — 
_ report made by Mr. Garland, Chairman. partments into defalcations, &c., and _ 
of the Sydney Metal Exchange. That passports of enemy aliens. Later I shall 
gentleman holds a big position in the, advise the Committee of any more recent 
_ mining world, and has had a great deal communication from the front,‘and I trust 
-- of experience. Therefore, his views are that by the time I speak again we shall — 
‘entitled to respect. I know that the tin- be able to write R.I.P. in respect of all of 
treatment plants in Sydney did not ask them. | y 
for the restrictions which the Govern- Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
ment have imposed. I have with me the [12.45]—When information in regard 
particulars of one small parcel of tin. At to the Commonwealth Police Force was 
the time it was- dealt with, tin was first sought by the honorable member for 
worth £280 per ton; and had the producer West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), the Prime 
been able to send the tin oxide to America. Minister. (Mr. Hughes) said that the 
__ for treatment he would have received, in- schedule to the Supply Bill now before 
_ eluding exchange, and after paying treat- honorable.members contained no provi- 
_. 4ment charges, £87 per ton more than he. sion, for that force, and subsequently, 
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“when an a nL was Gcricnes by 
the honorable member for West Sydney, 
in order to obviate it, the Minister for 
the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) indorsed 


what the Prime Minister had said. After 


the division on the amendment had been 
taken, the Prime Minister returned to 
the chamber, and said that if the sche- + 
dule did contain any provision for this 
foree he would supply the necessary in- 
formation. And now we find that there 
are three members of the Commonwealth 
Police Force. But the honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) has 
discovered that the ordinary Estimates 
“make provision for thirty-two members 
of the secret service, and as the schedule 
to this Supply’ Bill is based upon the 
ordinary Estimates, it must contain some 
reference to the Commonwealth Police 
Force, if only under the heading of Con- 
_tingencies. I suppose the Prime Minister 
is treating this matter in this cavalier’ 
fashion because he is buoyed up. by the 
result of the division taken last night. 
He knows he has the numbers with’ him 
and that he can spend what he 
likes and go on hiding all ‘these 
things, because no notice will be taken 
of them. It was very interesting to hear 
his camouflaged statement as to the neces- 
sity for a Commonwealth secret service, 
on the ground ‘that there have been dis- 
loyalists in the community, and that at- 
tempts have been made to undermine the 
Empire. During the last four years, any 
one who spoke against the Prime Minis- 
ter or against ‘the manner in which the 
affairs of the country were being admin- 
istered by the Government, was ene 
of disloyalty. 


We are asked to believe that the only 
reason for the existence of the Country 
party is to stop the wasteful extravagance 
we are experiencing mm the country to- 
day; but Jast mght, after threatening 
great things, they ran away from their 
amendment and their declared convic- 
tions. And now the Prime Minister 
naturally feels he has a further lease ‘of 
life, realizing that when it comes to a 
crisis, such as was threatened last night, 
at least one member of the Country party 


will conveniently cross over and vote with 
_ the Ministry, and that even if the situa- 
- tion should become. desperate, 


another 
honorable member will follow this (ex- 
aie Parker Melber. 


soli 


‘stand that the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) ig” 


he is to see the authorities on the other 





Phat is: my” - interpretation of Ay 
what took place last night. = | 
Mr. Hirt. Ph Gen is fan unfair interpreta. 


ie ata) 


tion. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I would 


not accuse the honorable member for 
‘Echuca (Mr. Hill), the honorable mem- 


ber for ‘Wimmera (Mr. Stewart), the «© 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. — 
McWilliams), or one or two other honor- 
able members of the Country party, with — 
whom I am well acquainted, of any de- 
sire but to stand up to their declared con- © 
victions; but what is the use of a party 
claiming to be-a new party, and adver- . 


eo 


tising itself, as it hag done, if, when the — jis 


crisis comes, and when it is possible some- 
thing can be achieved in the direction of 
preventing a recurrence of those very _ 
things about which they complain, several  _ 
of them cross the floor and vote with the 
Government, as happened last night, when 
the Ministry were faced with a haart. AN 
situation? — é i 
The OHAIRMAN.—The Honudatle 
member isnot in order in reflecting ome Ue 
vote already given by ‘the Committee. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I under- Ae 


























to leAve for London very soon, and, ac- 
cording to the statement made: by. the 
Prime Minister in the chamber last week, 


side of the world with regard to the wool — 
contract, I want to have a word or ce 
say about this contract, because I under- 
stand that there is really no contract, and 
that the arrangement for the sale of the — 
Australian wool clip was based on cable 
messages passing between the Imperial 
Government and the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment. I claim that, for the informa- 
tion of the House and the country ec 
rally, the contents of those messages — 
should be published before the Treasurer 
leaves. Why is everything covered up? 
Why should not the country know the 
substance of the arrangement entered into 
by «which Australia, was to give up half 
of the profit realized’ by the hare. 
our wool overseas ? 

The CHAIRMAN.—The claude shee 
no reference to the matter which the hon 
orable member is discussing, = 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Osan! 
honorable members were allowed to touch — 
on almost ante in’ ee to. 

Cd / es 


lik 
era 
ie 







: Ge | 
4 Die oe is incorrect. me ealled the ae 


‘ and the discussion of wool. 
? 







‘CHAIRMAN. rhe" Pu aceable 


j oo "Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No ob- 


: _ jection was taken to the discussion of .a 
/ matter affecting lead. I am dealing with 


a matter affecting An ook, and I see no dif- 


W ference between the fiohgccion of lead 


permission, Mr. 
point out that, notwithstanding the state- 


' ments made by some members of the 
_ Country party and others, that our pri- 


mary producers are perfectly satisfied 
with the arrangements made regarding 
the sale of wool to the Imperial Govern- 


i . ment, I claim there is much dissatisfac- 


tion among the wool-growers. It is true 
_ that the pastoralists were to get an ap- 
hited: price, guaranteed to be ls. 34d. 
per Ib., a better price than they had ever 


got in their lives previously, and it is said- 


that, they, ought to be \perfectly satisfied 
_ because their wool brought much more 
than shat, and they are to get half of the 
_ profit®secured from re-sales; but I repre- 
“sent quite as many wool-growers as any 


other honorable member does, and on 
_ their behalf I challenge the declaration. 


of satisfaction that has been made as pur- 
porting to come from them. As a matter 
_of fact, the Imperial authorities kept back 
10 per cent. out of the appraised price 
of ls. 34d. in anticipation that the wool 


| might not realize'that amount, and that | 
10 jer cent. was not paid over to the - 


‘pastoralists until the full amount of the 
agi price was realized. 
Mr. Prowsze.—The honorable member 


i is not stating the position correctly. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I think 


Ay “my interpretation of the positian is suffi- 
ciently accurate, but the fact that the 
wool realized a “great deal more than the 
_ appraised price does not, in my opinion, 


_ justify the Imperial authorities in taking 
half of the profits secured on re-sales. 
Mr. Arxinson.—That was contained in 
the agreement of 1915. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Does thie 
Pa doea ble member know what the agree- 
ment was? The pastoralists were guaran- 
teed an appraised price of 1s. 3hd. per Ib. 


The CHAIRMAN.—I must again ee 


‘the honorable. member to defer his re- 
marks upon this subject until the Com- 
mittee is dealing with the schedule. 

_ Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Before 


i the Treasurer leaves for London, T noe 


| mx Manca, 1920, ee 


With your 
Chairman, I wish to, 








ss 4) 1913-20, 


it 


Sites: to ask he Prime Minister to make, De 
available to honorable members the ‘con- © 
tents of the cablegrams which formed the — 
basis of the arrangement for the sale of ihe 


the Australian weal clip. 
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Mr. Hucues.—The Treasurer does not. 


propose to take the cablegrams with him. — 
In any case, I made, the BEreaenn,: eG a 
“I am not going awa : 
PARKER MOLONEY. — The 


Mr. 


Prime Minister informed the House that — 


the Treasurer would see the Imperial | 
authorities with reference to the re-sales: 
of wool, and I want to know whether the 
Leader of the Government will take hon- 
Ole. 
what matter is the Treasurer to see the : 


orable members into his confidence. 
Imperial authorities ? | 
‘Mr. Hucues.—Ah! fas 
Sitting suspended from 1 till 2.15 p.m. 
Mr, 


cerns people in all parts of the Com- 
monwealth. The Prime Minister, how- 
ever, treats my question as he treated 


PARKER MOLONEY.—I seck — 
this information in the interests of many _ 
of my own constituents, and it also con- — 


every other put to him this morning. He — 


refuses to give us any information on the | 
He stated, on Friday last, that. 


subject. 
the Treasurer was going overseas 

The CHAIRMAN .—I must again point: 
out that the honorable member is not in 





order in discussing that matter on ‘the | 


clause now before the Committee. 
will be able to deal with it when we reach 
the division of the schedule relating to 
the Department of the Treasury. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 


He | 


afaaid that we shall not then be able TOL. 


secure the information I desire, since the 


Treasurer will not be present this after- 
‘noon, 


. The CHAIRMAN.—The 


honorable 


member may also deal with it when the | 


division of the schedule relating to the 


Prime Minister’s Department is bee 
the Comunittee. 

“Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. aa bow to 
your ruling. 


“The honorable member for Winters : 


(Mr. Stewart) proceeded, yesterday, to 


explain why he did not vote for the cen- 
sure motion submitted by the Leader of . 


the Opposition, by means of which we — 


hoped to ascertain the facts relating to 
many wrongs done the primary producer. 


The honorable member, however, did not | 


complete his statement. 


ae 
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The CHAIRMAN.—The henonahls 


‘Sir Joszra ote wire ani Hane say 


member is now proceeding to deal with a~that; that is the honorable member! S own 


matter that has already been decided. 


Mr. , PARKER MOLONEY.—The 
honorable member said that the reason 
why he did not vote for the censure mo- 
tion moved by the Leader of the Labour 
party. was that in the.course of the elec- 
tion campaign I had declared that the 


Country party was but a wing of the . 


National party. 

Mr. Srewart.—That is not a fair state- 
ment of what I said. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I refer 
the honorable member to Hansard. He 
must surely have had some’greater. reason 
for voting against that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. —Order ! 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—In view 
of your ruling, sir, I shall not at this 
stage make further reference to the mat- 
ter. Before we proceeded to divide on 
the amendment moved by the honorable 


member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 


that no further provision be made for the 
payment of the Commonwealth Police 
Force, the Prime Minister informed the 
Committee that the schedule to the Bill 
contained no reference to the force. On 
his return to the chamber, after the divi- 
sion had taken place, he ‘said that there 
was at one time a great-number of men 
in the force, but that they had suffered 
severe? casualties, and that their numbers 
were now reduced to three. I suppose it 
was ‘after the last general election that 
their ranks were depleted. This goes to 
show that the members of this secret ser- 


vice were used for political py ecres at 


the last elections. 
Mr. J. H. Carts —They - were pone 
agents.+ 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—Yes. 
Proof of that fact is contained in the 


statement made by the Prime Minister 


that their numbers are now eerueey to 
three. 


Mr. Larry Surru.—tThere aid not ap- 
pear to be any of them in my electorate 


during the campaign. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I sup- 
pose it was considered that the honorable 


gentleman could look after himself. The . 
Bisnis Minister’s statement, that since the 


last general election their ‘numbers have 
been reduced to three shows clearly 





Force after one 30, 1920.” 





statement. 





Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—So fun a 


as my memory serves me, the statement 
made by the Prime Minister was that he 
found that the 
Force had suffered great casualties, and 
that it now comprised, only three. 


Sir Josmrnx Coox.—But he did not say 


that they had suffered great casualties 


since the last general election 


Commonwealth Police — 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No, and | 


I would not expect him to make any such 
admission. It is, however, a reasonable 
deduction to draw’ fron his” statement. 
Now that the general election is over and 
they have done their underhand work, 


there is not so much need for these men, ~ 


and their numbers have been reduced to 
three. . e 
Mr. Ryan. bea are now one bya 
different name. 

Mr. 
doubt they are still.in the service of the 
Commonwealth. I am satisfied they are 


provided for in the schedule to this Bill _ 


tinder the heading of “ Contingencies.” 


Several members of the Country party ; 


who stand for economy say that they voted 
‘against the amendment moved by the 


honorable member for West Sydney be- 


cause they accepted the Prime Minister’s 
word that the schedule contained no refer- 
ence to Commonwealth Police. 


PARKER MOLONEY, EY No 


Now that 
the right honorable gentleman has inti- 


mated that three members of that force — hee : 


have ‘still to-be provided for, there can — 


be no misunderstanding, and as every 
man who stands for this country wants to 


get rid of this secret service, I shall teat 
‘the feeling.of the Committee by atthe etre: 


a further amendment. 


Mr. Ryan. —They were employed to put ae 


down “ rebels’! 
Mr. 


every man who does not 


as.an amendment— 


“That the following words be added to ie ae ve 


clause: —“ Provided that no sum shall be avail-— 
able to satisfy payments towards the upkeep 
of what is known as the pduameanti isk 





PARKER ~ MOLONEY. — ‘And ao 
support the — 
Nationalist cause will be adjudged guilty — 
of participating in a rebellion. Now that — 
there can be nod misunderstanding, J mete ie 
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The CHATRMAN.—I- 





i amendment out of. order, since the ques- ne proposed by the honorable member 


1ave to rule the Moloney) is essentially the same as the 


for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), on which — 


‘tion involved has already been decided | Mr, 
“the Committee has deliberated and de- 


b aN 9 


on the amendment moved by the honor- 
_ able member for West Sydney (Mr. 


~ Ryan). 
vg 
__. -point out, sir, that the specific date men- 

tioned in the amendment moved by the 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I would 


honorable ‘member for West Sydney was 


~ ment 


the 30th March, whereas in my amend- 
have proposed that no payments 
shal] be made after the 30th April. 

The CHAIRMAN ,—T have to rule that 
the amendment is practically the same as 


that already dealt with by the Commit- 
tee. If the honorable member desires to 
dissent from my ruling he will please 
~ hand in his dissent in writing. 


Mar: 


PARKER MOLONEY.—It is 


_ ‘with regret that I shall take that course. 


“I feel bound to do so, because I do not 
think I am getting fair play. My amend- 


‘ment, I submit, is entirely different from 


that proposed on another clause by the 


a - honorable member for West Sydney. 


i ah 


™ ; 





<< % Force.”’ : 
-- member for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) 
reads— / : 


Wee 


Motion of dissent sulmitted in writ- 


ng. 


Mie CHAIRMAN The . ‘honorable 


_ member for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) 


hag moved that my ruling be dissented 
from, in the following terms :— 


I meve that the ruling of the Chairman be 
dissented from, on the ground that the amend- 


-» ment moved by me on clause 3 of the Bill differs 
from the amendment moved by the honorable 
-member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan). 

_ The amendment moved by the honorable 
“member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 


was— a 
\ Provided that no moneys shall be used or 
applied after the 3lst day of March, 1920, for 
maintaining the secret service, which is com- 
monly known®as the * AE Res Ghee Police 


} 


The amendment moved by the honorable 


_ Provided that no sum shall be available to 


satisfy payments towards the upkeep of what 


is known) as the Commonwealth Police Force 
after 30th April, 1920. me tated 


The Committee will see that the only dif-. 


ference between the two proposals is in 
the actual dates, and that the principle 
and essence of each is that. no money shall 
be made available. I have given a ruling 


_ that the amendment proposed by the hon- 
_ orable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 


‘where they were interrupted. 


cided. I rule, therefore, that the 
vamendment of the honorable member ‘for _ 
Hume is not in order. It is now for the 
Committee to determine whether I am in 
error or otherwise. The-question is that 
my ruling be dissented from. 

Mr. Ryan.— Under ordinary. circum- — 
stances I am reluctant to support any — 
motion that the ruling of the Chair be 
disagreed with. I am bound, however, | 
to support the fnotion on thig occasion, 


~ because I think that the honorable mem- 


ber, for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) is ~ 
obviously right in submitting it. ~ 
_ The CHATRMAN.—Will the honorable 
member permit me for one moment? lt 
is within the province of the Committee. 
to say whether there shall or shall not be 
a debate on this motion. Standing order 
228 is as follows :— | 
_ If any objection is taken to a ruling or de- 
cision of the Chairman of Committees, such 
objection shall be stated at once in writing, 
and may forthwith be decided by the-Gommit- 
_tee; and the proceedings shall then be resumed 


_It is for the Committee to say now whe- 
ther this motion igs to be debated, or 
forthwith decided. 

Sir Josepa Coox.—The standing — 
order does not say that the Committée has - 
to decide the point. The standing order 
is clear. 

Mr. Tupor.-—It says, 
be decided;’’ 

Mr. Ryan.—Do I understand, Mr: 
Chairman, that you do not allow me to | 
address myself to the question ? ) 

The CHAIRMAN.—Not without the 
special permission of the Committee. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs. — I desire to move 


“may forthwith 


that leave be granted to, the honorable 


member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) to 
discuss the question. a 


Sir JosepH Cook. — The difficulty can : 


be got over only by suspending the Stand- 
ing Orders. ne 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—I understand from | 
the Chairman that it is in the discretion © 
of the Committee whether the motion be 
debated, and, in accordance with that — 
ruling, ! 
be granted to the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) to discuss it. 
Mr. Tupor.—The Chairman says that — 
the matter has to be decided by the Com- — 
mittee, and I-think he is right. 


I desire to move that leave _ 





Sir Josern Coox.—I at that” no 
such motion as that mentioned by the 
honorable member for Cook (Mr. J. H. 
Catts) can be entertained, The provision 
in the standing order is clear; the ques- 
tion has to be submitted ‘‘ forthwith,” 
and there can be no debate at this stage. 
I submit that it does not lie in the dis- 
eretion of the Chairman to permit any 
debate now. 
standing order to provide that anybody 

_ may do anything at this stage to prevent 

. the Chairman putting the motion forth- 
wih as to agreement or disage pomertt with 
his ruling. 

Mr. Tupor.—The ae order is ab- 
aslutely clear. It does not say that the 
vote shall be taken forthwith; what it 
says is that the objection ‘ shall be stated 
at once in writing, and may forthwith 
be decided by the Committée.”’ What is 

the alternative? It is that the question 
shall be debated whether the Chairman is 


right or wrong in his ruling. Personally, ~ 


I am in favour of the vote being taken 
forthwith, but it is within the province 
of any honorable member to discuss the 
motion. 


The CHAIRMAN.—In order that the 
Committee may determine the matter, Be 
- rule that the question must be put forth- 
e ed 
| : I draw your atten- 
tion, Mr. Chairman, to page 71 of the 
Standing Orders, whers we find set out 
the motions that are not open. to debate ? 


The CHAIRMAN.—That does not ap- 
ply to the present circumstances ? 





Sir Josrpn Coox.—The alternative to 
ee 


“) forthwith;’”) 4s 
Speaker. 


an appeal to 


Question—That the Chairman’s aig 


be dissented Sarg 8 The Committee 


divided. 
Ayes 21 
Noes 43 
Majority Se 
AYES, 
. Anstey, F. Mathews, J. 
Blakeley, A, McDonald, C. 
Catts, J. H. ‘Moloney, Parker 


Considine, M. P. -_| Nicholls, 8. R. 







Bor Osa L. L, Ryan, “2.d. 
~Gabb, J. M. Tudor, FG. 
Lavelle, fa i Watkins, Dal oes os 
Lazzarini, H. P. West, cB as 
_ Mahon, H. » Tellers : ; 
_ Mahoney, Wik: Fenton, J. EE. 
Ms wae nth ape 0 Page, James. 





There is nothing# in the 


4 the 
~ that the Supply which we are granting 


—euss the matter to which he refers whe 





Aberabn, ean oh 
Bamford, F. Ww. 
Bayley, ay a 
Best, Sir Robert 
Blundell, RPS Lamond, "Rector 





Bowden, E. K.. 

Bruce, S. MM. jak Mackay, ae #L 

‘Cameron, D. C. Marks, YWi Mow), Grae 
Chapman, Austin | Marr, "COW O: as ee 
Cook, Sir: Joseph | Maxwell, G. A. 

Cook, ‘Robert “| Page, Dr. Earle ~ 

Corser, E. B. C.: . Poyhton, A. . yr ie 
Fleming, W. M. Prowse, 1, a ee 
Foster, Richard Rodgers, (AS Bela uae i 
Fowler, J. M. | Ryrie, Sir Granville ©, 
Francis, F. H. | Smith, Laird — % 
Gibson, W. G. Stewart, BG een a gee 
Greene, W. M. Wienholt, A: ae a 
Groom, L..E. o Wise, G.) FEAT a Ser aa 
ae H, Tellers: 

Hay, A. Burchell, R. J. 

Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. 





Question so resolved in the negative. 4 oe 
Motion negatived.’ Bey e ane 


Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [2. 47] a 
We were informed by the speech of the 
Governor-General that it is intended to 
appoint a Royal Commission to investi- ~ 
gate the incidence of taxation. I under-— 
stand that the Commission is to be 
appointed almost immediately. Appar-— 
ently, its expenses will be met out of the — 
Treasurer’s Advance, which is. provided ~ 
for in this clause, and I wish, therefore, 
to take the opportunity to mention a few 
facts which indicate the existence of some 
kind of eonspiraey to alter the basis of — 
our taxation by placing on the masses of 
the people taxes which now are borne b r 
the wealthy. . | . 

. The CHAIRMAN, Dirks ‘Honea 
merbee may not refer to that matter now 
he must wait until the ey. is under 
discussion. Bs 

Mri dg. Ho OAETS. _That ay de- 
prives me of my opportunity as our time 
is limited to 4 o’clock, and there will be 
no time for discussion of the items of 
schedule. ©The clause - provides 































shall be available to satisfy the war- 
rants under the hand of the Governor- 
General in respect of any purposes and. 
services set forth in the’ schedule. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The he 
member will have his opportunity to dis- 


we get to the schedule. 
NGliose agreed to. — 
Clause: 4 re ‘to. 





yaa nie i 
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Bhoret “Wo. 4) 1919-20. 
edad ule op are, of the fash members sti are NOW 
pie “hash imei! Bae Paster interesting themselves regarding the wages 
Proposed vote (The* Parliament), and conditions of employment of those in 
£1 690. the service of the House. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [ 2.52|.— 
It is not my intention to speak at great 
Pilon ath: because of the arrangement to 


: finish with the Bill by 4 o’clock; but I 


desire to.refer again to the wages and 
_ salaries paid to some of those employed in 
and about this institution. 
members have aceepted the assurance of 
the Speaker that there is no sweating of 
the employees ‘engaged in serving the 
“Senate or the House of Representatives, 
and I accept his assurance that no one 
directly under his control receives less 
than £3 per week. There are, however, 
employees in the building getting under. 
£2 10s. per week; and I have been in- 
formed, though I do not vouch for the 
accuracy of the statement, that recently 
a married man empleyed in connexion 
with this institution was ‘getting only 
£2 4s. per week, and that when. he died, 
leaving a wife and children, a “ tarpaulin 
had to be made by his mates to 
bury him. It has only been when the 
Speaker or the Joint House Committee 
has been forced by the awards of the 
Courts that increases have been ils in 
the parliamentary service, and I main- 
_ tain again that this is a sweating institu- 
tion, and that there are men employed in 
it who are receiving under £2 15s. per 


: _ week, although the living wage is £3 17s. 


per week. As a protest against this I 
VEE ra ~ 

That the proposed vote be rohned: by the 
sure of £1. 

Mr. Wo ELLIOT JOHNSON (Lang) 
79. 55|—I was not present when. the 
"honorable member for Darling began his 
speech, and, therefore, did not hear all he 


> said in: regard to the wages paid to the 


employees of the House and the condi- 
tions ‘under which they carried on their 
work. But I would draw the attention of 
the Committee to the fact that it has 
only been when I have been in occupancy 
of the chair that increases have been 
made* in the salaries of the attendants, 
messengers, door-keepers, and cleaners of 
this House. During the long period that 


my predecessors ocgupied the Speaker’s — 


chair, there was no raising of the salaries 


a of Fre men, and no eomplaint of their 


_ underpayment x was pee heard fron, any 





Honorable » 


£183. 


Mr. Fenron.—Simply because we were 
not aware of the conditions, which — we 


would not have tolerated. 


“Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON.—It- is 
a strange thing that during all the years 
that my _ predecessors! occupied the 
Speaker’s chair these honorable gentle. 
men did not trouble themselves in the 
slightest degree about the wages and con- — 
ditions of those in the service of the 
House. Those wages and conditions are 
better now than they were under any of — 
my predecessors. Honorable members 
appear to be under a misapprehension 
regarding the facts. So far as the de- 


partments under the Speaker’s control ~ 


are concerned, the statements made are 
not correct. They may have in mind the — 
cases of attendants in some portion of 
the building over which the Speaker has — 
no jurisdiction. 

Mr. Braxerry.—I spoke of persons 
connected with this institution; I do not 
know whether you control them or not. 

Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON. 
am referring more particularly to the 
remarks made by the honorable member 
on a previous occasion. 

Mr. Buaxetey.—Why not confine your : 
remarks to the charges made to-day? _ 

Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON.—-They | 


arise out of the same set of circumstances. 





No messenger in that part of the build- 


ing over which the Speaker has control 
receives less than £168 per annum, 
which, when the bonus is added, makes it. 
The statement that there are 
messengers in attendance on this Cham- 
ber who are getting less than £5 per week 
is not correct. There are male cleaners 
getting £158, without the £15 bonus. 
Mr. Matimws.—No man can live on 
less than £3 per week. 2 
Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON. eae if 


/were men here who lived on less before I 


was elected to the Speaker’s chair, I have 


here a list of the salaries and of the 
names of the men under my control. In | 
1913, when I was first elected” to the 


Speaker’s chair, an increase of salaries 
of attendants was made, and the rates 
now paid range from £158 per annum, 
which is the lowest, to £265, which is 
paid to the housekeeper. Together with 


eRe 3 
8 yoy 
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: damaging 


the President 


‘interest 
elected to the chair. 
‘to this aspect of the matter more. par- : 


Supply Bill 


. 


in getting the Treasurer to pay a bonus. 
in leu of an increase of salary to the 
attendants of the House to meet the con- 


ditions which have been brought about 


by the increase in the cost of. living. 
Last year the bonus given was £10, and 
this year it was £15. © 

Mr. Marnews.—Not 3s. a week! 

W. ELLIOT JOHNSON.—It is 
twice that, and is more than was ever 
done for the men before. Yet during the 
terms of my predecessors in office the 
question of salaries was never raised in 
this House. Honorable members who 
are now seemingly anxious for the wel- 


fare of the employees, when conditions 
‘are greatly better than they were under 


my predecessors; did not display any 
in» the matter before I. was 
I draw attention 


ticularly because during the recent elec- 
tion campaign untrue © statements on 


the subject were a by certain 


persons in my electorate with a view to 
my chance of _ election. 
That is the reason why, when I heard it 
stated in the House that messengers 
employed about ‘the building were 


paid less than was received by employees 


oa rendering sie service 


- Parliament. 


are receiving. 





cof the same class in the Commonwealth 
Departments and in State Parliaments, 
I went to the trouble of obtaining in- 
formation from ‘both the Departments 
and the Legislative Council and Leégisla- 
tive Assembly of Victoria. I have here a 


comparative statement ‘which J have not 
time to read, but which shows clearly 


that the attendants in this House, so far 
from being paid lower wages, are being 
paid a higher wage than is rec ceived by 
in~ Go- 
vernment Departments and the Victorian 
In the latter, 
are employed; all the cleaning work jis 
done by the messengers or door-keepers, 
in addition to their other werk, for a 
less rate than the employees of this House 
I do not say that-the re- 
muneration paid to the employees in this 
building is sufficient if the cost of living 
is going to remain at an abnormal level. 


AOU do dat believe it is, but I do say that 


attempts to. make political capital out of 


\ the matter will not help me to improve 
‘the conditions. 
- My task more difficult than it otherwise. 
_ would be. kee 


On the contrary, it makes 


* 


" 


| have been instrumental | 


question has been under review, and my — 


“Snsisting that in connexion es any func- 


no cleaners” 


for which honorable members themselves 






Mr. i Hy. ‘Carrs. That does. ok do 
you credit. | 


Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON. —It 6) 
does not do credit to those who would — | 
try to make political capital out of a 
matter of this kind. Before this question & 
was taken up by honorable members in ~ 
this House, and quite independently of — 
anything done by them, it was receiving 
the close consideration ‘of the President 
and myself. This attempt to. interfere 
with the Speaker in the discharge of the 


: functions which properly belong to him, is es 


not, in my judgment, in the best interest 
of the men concerned. The whole ques- 
tion of salaries is at present the subject s 
of conference between the President and — 
myself, and honorable members would be — 
well advised to allow the matter to re- 
mainin abeyance for the time being. | a 
Mr. West.—And allow the: employees ee 
to starve while you meditate. I 
Mr. W. ELLIOT: JOHNSON.—There My, 
is another instance of gross misrepre- a 
sentation. There is no question of 
starvation. As a matter of fact, I 


have done my best to su pecan Ge ms 
the earnings of the employees’ o the — ” 
House by means of a bonus, which is 


another way of adding tor ihe salaries _ ae 
they receive. For some time the Mies e 
















own sympathies are with the men in their _ 
desire for a more liberal rate of remu- . 


neration, which the increasingly high © 
cost of’ living | fylly justifies. The 
President and I have tried, as I have 


said, to meet the case to some. extent eis a 
the payment of the bonus, and also by 


tions that take place in the House. the | 
messengers and other servants in the 
building should: be given the: first offer 

of employment and receive extra lai, mH heh 
ment for Wee services. ‘This has been 
done. © Be 
In regard % “By allegation: ‘of sweat: | 

ing, no instance of the. kind has been ° 
brought to my notice. The only sweat- . 
ing of which I have knowledge is that 


aré responsible by prolonging tHe sittings — 
of the House, which means that mem- — 
bers, as swell. as the. employees, are 
sweated through actions of the House 
over which T have no control. eat 
Mr. Tupor.— When the Vonoeaie na f 
mamber for Lang was on this side NOP ast i 
the House he took part in more all-night 
sittings than’ any One else, and -was mainly — 
ports for them. rs, 
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ne ve stances. A ies 
_ gretted 


W. "ELLIOT "JOHNSON. ote 
‘readily plead guilty, but I also urge 


that there were extenuating circum- 
have many — times. re- 
since that I did not then 
realize the hardship it entailed on others. 


_ There is something in the contention that 


when the messengers are required to re- 


. main in attendance on honorable mem- 
bers all night they should receive extra 
_ payment. 
idea that the remuneration should be in- 
creased, 
_ ditions ‘existing, and I am doing my best 
to bring about that result. 
when the next Estimates are prepared: 
_ they will diselose a more 


IT am in sympathy with the 


in view of the abnormal con- 


satisfactory 
scale of remuneration for the lower paid 
employees of the House. _ I repudiate 
the suggestion, that IT am in any 
degree responsible ‘for sweating. On 


the contrary, my instructions to the offi- 


cers have been that the staff should be 


compensated for extra duties by addi-. 


tional time off, In fact, I have directed 


“ _ that they be allowed as ac time off as 


possible, consistently with carrying on 


the ordinary duties of the House, so that 


members will not be inconvenienced. tn « 


this way a considerable addition has been 


made to the ordinary holidays of the 
-staff. Honorable members can assist me 


materially in removing any, cause for a 


charge of sweating by combining in a 


as well as that of the attendants, by con-. 


reasonable hours. - 


firm resolve to conserve their own health, 


cluding the business of the House within 
If honorable members 


"will leave this matter in the hands of the 


_ President and myself, they may rely upon 


it bemg sympathetically considered. 


Mr. Brennan.—What minimum wage 


a ‘ aa the honorable member promise ?- 


W. ELLIOT JOHNSON.—1I do 


not ae to go into details in regard to’ 


that. matter. Both Houses of Parliament 
must be co-ordinated to some extent, and 


I can say nothing definite at present. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [3.10].—In 


view of the remarks of the honorable 
“member for Lang (Mr. W. Elliot John- 


‘say a few words on this matter. 






, underpayment. 


son), some 0 which were certainly in 
very questionable taste, I feel obliged to 
The 
honorable member suggested that the 
of employees of the 


House was used against him in his elec- 





_ torate. 


Tt Peet ee him at “name one 





I hope that 


“ployees getting fair treatment. 


ee ‘of the House wha Petoriad to 
this matter in the Lang electorate. 

Mr. W. Extior Joiinson. I did not. 
say that members of the House had done 
so. 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.—1 am glad to have 
that assurance, because I know that no 
member of the House did deal with this 
matter in the honorable member’s elec- 
torate. (Possibly some person who had 
read Hansard made reference to it; but 
there is no foundation for the suggestion 
that political capital was made out of it 
by honorable members on this side, | 
. The honorable gentleman said also that 
the action of honorable members in 
bringing. this question before the. House 
would prejudice the chances of the em- 
That is 
a most unfair remark. It is beyond 
question that men are being employed | 
about the House at less than the standard — 
living wage; and it is a reproach to every. 
honorable member that we should have . 


men in personal attendance on us 
under those conditions: That fact 
constitutes a grave’ reflection on 
every one of us; it is not’ the 


particular responsibility of Mr. Speaker. 
He, in his administrative capacity, 1s 
merely an officer of the House, and his 
duty is to carry out the wishes of the 
House. I cannot believe that the T'rea- 
/surer or anybody associated with the Ad- 
ministration would hesitate to make pro- 
visions for the adequate payment of men 
who are in personal attendance on honor- 
able members. The honorable gentleman: 
exceeded the limits of both duty and 
good taste in assuming the right to tell | 
us whether. we should sit early or 
late. The question of when we shall 
transact the public business is a -mat- 
ter for the House to decide; whe- 
ther we sit early or late, or the: round — 
of the clock, proper attendance must be. 
provided ; and whatever financial respon- 
sibility results therefrom must be ar- 
ranged by the Government. ‘ 

I take the strongest exception to a 
imputation that, because honorable 
members object to men who are en- 
gaged in rendering personal service 
to them being paid a sweating rate—and 
anything less than the recognised stan-_ 
dard wage of £3 17s. 6d. per week for a 
married man is a sweating rate—their 
chances of aanuabees justice will be Dee 
pirated. | 
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‘Mr, W. ites J OHNSON. me a pee 


prejudice their chances so far as T am 
concerned . 7 

Mr. J, oH. CATES.—I am \ glad to 
hear that, and I am sorry if I misunder- 
stood the honorable member, but we 
should know where the prejudice arises. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.13].—If 


this matter were before the Committee | 


for the first time we might, perhaps, have 


cheerfully accepted the undertaking by 


the Speaker that the evil would be re- 
dressed. But I have a very vivid recol- 
ection that the same matter came up for 
discussion in the House, over which the 
present Speaker presided, during the last 
session of last Parliament, and that he, 


on that occasion, as he did to-day, pro- 


mised that he would take the question in 
hand, and remove the scandalous con- 


‘dition of affairs about which complaints 


were being made. I.do not think that 
we should now accept a mere promise on 


» the part of the Speaker that he will look 


- which does us no credit. 


_ Speaker. 
_ @apital was made out of it at the last elec- 
| tion. 
pga brought specifically under my notice 





into this matter, or the assurance that 
he is engaged in conference ,about 
it. If to-day he had told us. that 
the conditions now prevailing would 
terminate to-day or ‘to-morrow, I would 
‘be prepared to accept his assurance. 


But when he comes here, and tells us. 


that he is negotiating about the matter 
and considering it, and says that it might 
well be left in his hands, it is ver} little 
less than an insult to the intelligence of 
honorable members. 1 venture to’ say 
that we should set an example rather than 
slavishly seek -to find out what is a 
minimum wage that we may decently pay 
our attendants. I hope that the amend- 


ment will be persisted in, and that those | 


honorable members who are committed to 
a policy of economy will not find it in- 
consistent with their principles to see 
that men, adults and responsible for 
families, 
House receive at least a fair remunera- 
tion. Everywhere outside wages are ad- 
vancing in some sort of relation to the 
increased cost of living. Here only do 
they appear to be standing at a minimum 
It is said that 
the matter is under consideration, and 
that we ought to leave it with Mr. 
He complains that political 


That is very likely. If I had had 


‘engaged in the service of this House, but 


about a reduction of the Estimates 


all,’ these matters are the joint concern 


engaged as workers in’ thig 


sort of co-ordination’ between the two 
controls. 


wage. 





in. Nhe loses at ve al a ee 
proved to my satisfaction that men em- 
ployed in the service of Parliament were - 


being underpaid, I would have thought 


it a very legitimate kind of political war- i 
fare in which to indulge, and a _ very 


right and proper matter to bring before — 


the ‘attention of the constituents of the © 
honorable the Speaker. It would be a a 
much more legitimate kind of warfare 
than that een was indulged in by some i 
members of the Nationalist party during 
the recent election. However, I intend 
to support the amendment, sincerely hop- 
ing that it will receive such a measure of _ 
sympathy from all honorable members 


that here and now this disgraceful condi- ( 


tion of affairs will be brought to an end. 
Sir J OSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 


ister for the Navy) [3.18].—I sym- 
pathize with the proposal to make a little 


more liberal the salaries paid to officers aha | 


of this House. My own impression is 
that they are not too well paid. A few 
years ago when I was Prime Minister [ 
interested myself in the matter, and 
brought under the notice of Mr. ‘Speaker | 
at that time the condition of the officers 


I did not raise the question in the 
Chamber or attempt what, honorable 
members are now proposing, to ape 
On en 
the purpose of securing an increase in «© 
them. Honorable members are not pro- 
ceeding in the right way. Last night they 
voted en bloc with the gentlemen in the 
Chamber who were concerned with effect- 
ing economy, and their very first action 4) 
after getting clear of that vote is to raise 
the question as to whether more money 
should not be spent by the House. After 








of both Houses— ef 
Mr. McDonaxp. —They are not joint. UN aie ee 

Each House controls its own business. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—There is ‘some 











I think we ought to treat Our 
own officers fairly liberally, and I very — 
earnestly suggest to Mr. Speaker that the — 
matter should be reviewed. I heard to- 
day that the head messenger, Mr. Mit- 
chell, who has upon his shoulders the sole 
responsibility: Lop: this building, and th 
control of its upkeep, is paid a bare dail, 
It does not seem. quite the th 
However much | we ae discuss econ Ono 











oe to us 6 gee that at 
irliament we do not sweat our own ser- 
I know there are difficulties sur- 
; Brcding the question 
oi Mr. Westr.—There is no 5 dificulfy at 
meee ni. |) The) Treasurer could deal with the 
ivan - matter within twenty-four hours. 
>. Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course, I 
ae bow to the knowledge of the A ae 
authority in the Chamber. I suggest 
to the honorable member ‘who moved the 
- amendment that in the circumstances he 
should withdraw it, leaving it to Mr. 
Speaker to review the whole question 
aaa considering the next Estimates. 
Mr. Brennay.—Mr. Speaker has given 
ote “us no promise. “ey he will do anything 
definite. : 


Sir J OSEPH COOK, —The Honoris 
member should not put the . Presiding 

_ Officer of this House in the position of 
bargaining on the floor of -the House. 
‘The course I have suggested will, in the 
long run, be found to be more in keeping 
with our dignity, and will best effect the 
object we all in common have in view. 
I join with honorable members in asking 








Mr. Speaker respectfully to review the | 
| salaries paid to officers of the House, 
-_- with a view to having them placed on the - 





_, footing of persons outside in relation to 
such increases as have been given gener- 
ally since last we discussed this matter. 

I am sure that such an appeal coming 
e from both sides of the House will have 
the desired effect. 


_ Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3. 23]. 
=! do not know whether I would be in 
order in doing so, but I would like to ask 
Pe ay tbe honorable member for Lang (the 
Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) whether I 
understood him to say that the whole 
matter was being reviewed at the present 
time, with a view to placing a certain 
sum on the Estimates for next year. _ 
The Hon. W. Exxrior Jonnson.—Yes; 
the matter has been under review for 
Ni some tamed. 


- Mr. FENTON, —I would be quite 
satisfied to see the amendment withdrawn 
3 hala our ends can be gained without a divi- 
sion, but the honorable member for Dar- 
ling (Mr. Blakeley), ‘who moved the 
amendment, is’ unavoidably absent from 
the chamber, and before leaving he asked 
_ honorable members to be sure to call for 
Aidivision, (ie Wa | 















st in Maile) ue 


. and. if 


let this matter go without a division. 


taxeoed. 3s. 6d. 
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7 Mr. Brennan.—-Do not¢worry ; IT pro- 


‘pose to call for a division. 


‘Mr, WEST (East Sydney) [8.26]—I 
would like to give the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) some instruc- 
tion upon the duties he will carry out as 


Acting Treasurer, and point out how he 


will be able to overcome the present diffi- 
culty. He has advised us to wait until 
the next Estimates are before us, 
he will. give the 
that those Estimates will provide 
sufficient for the payment of extra 


salaries to the officers of the House for. 


the present moment, I am quite willing to 


can provide the necessary money out of 
his Treasurer's Advance. Among the 


Parliamentary attendants is a returned ~ 


soldier, who is paid £2 17s. 6d. a week, 
out of which he has to maintain his wife 
and five children, and rent a house close 


‘to the scene of his work. He has also to 


pay 2s. insurance to the Government. 
This ‘man cannot make one collar serve 
for a couple of days. He must be pre- 
sentably attired, and must wear a clean 
collar nearly every day. He must always 
wear a white shirt. In 1913, the time 
referred to by the right honorable mem- 
ber for Parramatta (Sir Joseph Cook), 
my wife, or the wife of any ordinary 
workman, could wash the whole of the 
household washing for 8d. a week, but 
to-day the material .wecessary for the 
same amount of household washing costs 
3s. 6d. could give further illustra- 
tions to show that this man is being 
penalized. To-day it costs him 6d. a 
week to keep his boots clean, whereas in 
1913 it cost him 3d. to do so. To-day 
his tram fares, going to and from his 
work, cost 1s. 9d. per week as against Is. 
per week in 1913. It costs him 7s. to- 
day to have his boots half-soled and 
heeled, whereas in 1913 the cost did not 
Yet the Speaker makes 
a comparison between the wages paid to- 
day and those paid in 1913, when no com- 
plaint was raised. ‘There is no compari- 
son between the salaries paid in 1913 and 
those paid to-day. Perhaps the Minister 
for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) does not 
remember when he was working at Lith- 
gow, and I endeavoured to have his wages 
raised by 2d. a ton. on coal. In those 
days he was about as thick as a slate for 
the want of proper nourishment. If his 


He 


ae.) 


assurance > 


ina 


and wanting boots. 
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memory wweutge go peek: i ae days he 
would accept my ’ advice i in regatd to what © 
to do at the present time. | Af were Act. 
ing Treasurer, I would take the money 
from the ‘Treasurer’ 3s Advance Account 
for the payment of the increases to the 
officers of this House, and I am sure that 
when the Estimates came forward no- 
honorable member would, object whe 

the circumstances of how it came to 
be done were related to them. Jt 
is of no use to try to mislead honor-— 
able members like myself, because I have 


a knowledge at least equal to that of any 


other person in the House of the wants 
and necessities of the class from which 
I sprang. I would urge Mr. Speaker to 
let us have no more of these vague state-- 
ments, but to come boldly to the front 
and say either “JT am in favour of an 
increase” or “I am notin favour of it.” 
T am satisfied that these people are not. 
being paid a living wage. Let honor, 
able members think of -the case of the. 
individual who has to suffer. The next 
Estimates are not likely to be laid on 
the. table of the House until August 
or September next at the earlest. What> 
are these employees to do in the mean- 
time? All of them are married men, and 


-the cost of the necessities of themselves’ 


and their children is increasing as the 
cost of living rises, but they will have 
to stay at their present ‘wage until the 
next Estimates are passed. Only the 
other day one of my married daughters 
told me that she had to pay 17s. 11d. for 
a pair of boots for a son eleven years of 
age, and they were the cheapest she could - 
get. Another daughter found that the 
only decent pair of boots that she could 
buy for a child not more than three years 
old cost her 8s. 11d. Even then they were 
not of first-class workmanship. I presume _ 


that these servants of ours, like other 


married members of the community, have © 
increases in their families. Each one of 
these makes a difference to the boot. bill, 
and the longer justice is delayed to them 
in the way of salary the more possibilities 
there are of their little ones coming on 
I speak strongly on 
this matter, because there is a principle 
underlying it. We, as legislators, have 
been told by commissions the minimum 


-on which married men and their wives 


and children can live, as Australians. If 


we feel that wrongs of this kind are being 


done, let every individual: member of the 
Mr. West. . 


i 


going on. 











































seek 

fae 

have them by ‘ot! D 
‘Ihave spoken to members 0: 


Ministry privately about this matt 
eighteen months, and nothing 
be done. I do not want to 
light out of a. question this. 
when the necessity arises - I shall ne oy 
tate to draw public attention to wh 
I believe that when hono1 
members’ ventilate these matter in 
liament those in authority pa | 
tention to them, because they do no 
‘the i Ne to be coe before ies 


‘expunge Veoh. he tea Al that pee ‘ic 
‘to-day, because he certainly did not reac 
that high ideal of humanity. that a epre- 
sentative man ought to aim at in any 
statement he makes about — his | 
creatures. The illustrations whic 
gave from the past have nothing to d 
with the present needs of the Australiar 
people. What was good when i 
boy is of no use now. sed: t 
things when I was a young man of 
standing on a tub in Hyde Park, Lor 
‘that I would not say to-day. ‘Tn | 
days. myself and ee ines or. 
used_ to sing— : 

_ Work, boys, work nee be chee 

So long as you, have enough to 1 
The man who sings ‘that to-day ought eo 
be. pushed into the river and neve: 
again. As members of Parli : 
pass a law to compel private i 
to pay a minimum rate of wage an y 
we do not do it ourselves. de br 





hale ‘no ree on me.) | 
matter has come up, because th 
sion should help to put a stoy 
has been going on, so that thos 
in this building may get what th 
of Australia intended that the s 
' Parliament should get.. Does a 
able member believe that the p 
tolerate for a moment a retur 
with a wife and four children being: 
only £2 lis. 2 week, and” ae pa 
2s, insurance out of itt. oe hhonorat 
members. 8 eople w 
not tolerat t 
them ae | upo 











a on 38].—I wish to s 
- elarify the position, and again to resent 
_ the statement that there is any male_ 
employee of this House, under the control 


7 a 
ee 


“then 723 \a' weeks: 


“> again say that that is not so. 
': mistakes, 
tioning names, 


he does not doe stati) ae improve. 
things they will vote against him at the 

xt opportunity and push him out of his 
ob.~ Unfortunately, honorable members 
n the other side cannot do that because 


~ the Prime Minister rules them and de- 
cides who shall be. Ministers. 
on this.side of the House, the first Caucus . 
that met would want to know what the 
_ devil he was up to if hee was anything, Chamber are receiving only £2 17s. 6d. per 
“wrong: 


If he sat 


‘Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON (Lang) 


say a few words +o 


6f the Speaker, receiving a salary of less 
I cannot understand 
the object of members in continuing to 
make misleading assertions where I have 
stated that no male employee of this 
House is receiving less than £158 a year. 


Mr. West. —That i is ‘too little. 


Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON.—That 
is not the point. The statement has been 


“made that some are getting less, and I. 
say that that statement is not true, so far 
- as this House is concerned. Some. hon- 
- orable members may ‘have other things i m 
their minds, and, therefore, do not make 
the position clear; but the 
have conveyed to the minds of honorable 


certainly 


members the impression that some of » 


_. the attendants of-this Chamber are in the 


position to which they have referred. I 
To avoid” 
a S. ive a list, without men- 

' the Stare paid. The 


uy smallest eo is paid to temporary 


- eleaners, and amounts to £158; 
Ca thee bonus of £15 is added it brings the 
4 total salary to £173. 







Mi _ members have. stated. - 
_ more 


when > 


That is the lowest. 
It is not. £2 1%. a week, as honorable © 
It is Seager | 


than that—about £3 6d. 


. Whether it is ‘sufficient or sorpaies ig. 


another question. 
ae fifty-eight pounds is the lowest male wage 
on. this side of the building. 









One hundred and. 


Nir 3 EL: Cares That is less than 
the living wage. : 


Mr. W. ELLIOT JOHNSON alts 


the mimimum at which the temporary 
- ¢leaners are started. 
£168, plus the bonus, which brings it up 
to £183, ae £2 10s, per Aiea! , The 


The next rate is 





next is £200, the eet £216, Wea the next 


and hichest. £265, which is the salary 
paid to the housekeeper, in addition to 
which he gets free quarters, fuel, light, 
‘and water. Apart altogether ae the 
question of whether the payment is sufti- 
cient, I thought it well to put these figures 
before the Committee in order to refute 
the statement that attendants in this 


week. The whole question is now being 
‘reviewed by the President and myself. 
We had.it under consideration prior to 
the dissolution, but did not arrive at 
finality because it. was felt that the mat- 
ter was one that should be left for the 
determination of the Presiding Officers 
of the new Parliament. As soon as it ig 
convenient for the President and myself 
to renew the conference which was broken 
by the elections, we shall meet again and 
further discuss vey matter. 


I should like to point out one -very 
serious omission from the present diseus- 
sion. I am surprised that during the ~ 
consideration of the question of under- 
payment some reference has not been 


made to the position of honorable mem- 


bers themselves. . While giving attention 
to the grievances of every one else, they 
appear to be the last to consider their own 
disabilities. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that the allowance received by honor- 
able members, having regard to existing - 
conditions, is "wholly inadequate to meet 
the extra ‘burdens of existing conditions. 
Something should be done, and that. very 
soon, to remedy the situation, so that 


honorable members, in common with the 


people generally, may obtain further re- 
muneration to meet the increasing calls 


upon them. By comparison many of the 


officers of the House are better paid. 
Some honorable members, at the end of 


the month, find themselves hard-pressed: 


to make ends meet; yet they are.the last 
to look after their own interests in this 
respect. I hope that if they are so diffi- 
dent as to their own position, the Govern- 
ment themselves will consider the ques- 
tion, and realize that honorable members 
‘themselves have a real grievance. Even 
the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 
with his enormous responsibilities gets 
paid a salary less than that of an efficient 


departmental manager of many a private 


concern. 








Mr. HECTOR ‘LAMOND (Hines: 
[3. 43 | .—There does not seem to be now, 
nor has there been on any occasion, any 
wide difference of opinion amongst hon- 
orable members as to the inadequacy of the 
payments made to the parliamentary at- 
'tendants. A point that has not yet been 


explained relates to the nature of the con- 


trol of the staff of this House. It is prac- 
tically the unanimous desire of the House 


that better treatment should be meted out 


to those in attendance upon honorable 
members; yet no one has indicated who is 
the authority to give effect to that desire. 
We were asked a few days ago to appoint 
to the Joint House Committee members 
of this House, presumably, to represent us 
upon it. An honorable member who had 
served on that Committee stated, how- 
ever, that the Committee had no control 
over the conduct of the House—that it 
was controlled by some one who was not a 
member of the House of Representatives, 
and over whom the Committee had no 
authority. We are entitled to know who 
really does control this House, and why 
it is that the wishes of honorable members 
in respect of these and other mat- 
ters do not receive the attention to 
which they are — entitled. Tt, the 
government of the House is such 


that effect cannot be given to the will of — 


honorable members in respect of these 
matters, an alteration ought to be made. 
There should be some one to whom we can 
attach the blame for any failure to give 
effect to the expressed wishes of the 
House on these and kindred subjects. I 
should like to know whether it is true 
that Mr. Speaker has control of the staff 
of the House of Representatives, or whe- 
ther the whole business relating to that 
control is under the direction of the Joint 
House Committee? If it is under the 
control of the Commitgee, we should see 
that those elected to it by this House do 
justice to the men whom we employ. 
me, it is a disgrace that we should be 
setting an example different from that 
which we expect private employers to 
follow. 


sible for the control of the House are 
made to understand that we expect them 
to control it, and not to allow the autho- 
rity to do so to drift into the hands af 


any person beyond our control. 
ie 


has also been brought under the notice 


sociation. 


June, 1918, when it was discontinued, 


To. 
| sideration bt the, matter. I, Moritz Carl Geo 


It is not the wish of the House, 
and we should see that the officers respon- » 


Wales, in which State I have continuou 
‘sided for forty-six years, 
under the belief that, as I was brought 
. the hpi ere | Government, I t 


Aa venn: dleited | icant ce ne H Rj 
Proposed vote agreed Vee ak : | 


The OHAIRMAN.—As ie hoes oe 


late, is it the pleasure of the Committee 


that the reniaiaise divisions be taken as ie 
a whole? | PRT 
Mr. Wxst.—I object. . eal 
Proposed vote (Prime Minister's Det 
partment), £20,090, agreed to. Mite 
Proposed vote Debariieans of ‘the ) 
Treasury), £74,170. ny ae 
Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [3. 46] a a, 
had intended earlier in the day to draw | 
attention to the financial position of Aus- 
tralia, and to the indifference shown by 
the Government and their supporters to. 
any attempt to solve the problems asso- 
ciated with it. As that would involve 
my speaking at length, I shall not do so 


to-day, but shall avail myself of another 


opportunity to deal with the whole ques-  __ 
tion. I wish to bring under the notice of _ 
the Treasurer a couple of grievances re- 
lating to the Old-age Pensions Act. The 
first has to do with the treatment of a 





































‘German. under the Old-age Pensions Act. 


His case has been considered by a union ne 
in Sydney, of which he is a member, and 


of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers As- 
Both bodies have urged. me to. 
bring it before Parliament, since, under 
the Act as it stands, it one seem that — 
the Department itself is powerless to grant ce 
the desired relief; The following letter, 
which was addressed to the Department, 
puts the position as briefly as possible:— 


18 Raglan-street, Darlington, Sydney, 
19th July, 1918. 


Dear Sir, lly es for thus taking ols 
your valuable time in a matter that is of great - 
importance to me. JI have been in receipt of — 
the old-age’ pension from January, 1915, until 
The 
reason given to me at the Pensions Office SD ih § 
Sydney for the discontinuance was that, as T. 
was naturalized after the outbreak of war, I 
could not receive it under regulations. I 
therefore desire to place the following — facts 
before you, and crave your reasonable con-— 


Hirsch. arrived in Brisbane on the 5th. day o 
November, 1869, by the sailing ship Humbold 
under Captain Meyer, my passage being pai 
by the Queensland Government. I was gran 
40 acres of land. I remained in- Queens 
for three vears, and then came to New § 





Ay in the affairs of my adopted country. 


South Wales. 
sideration. 





contrary until I made ene for the pen- 
sion in 1915, I swear that I have always been, 


and still am,:a loyal subject of the British 


Aah I have always taken a keen interest 
T am 
_well known) to Superintendent Kelly, of the 
_ Metropolitan police, from whom any further 


information required as to my character could 


be got. As I am now in my eightieth year, and 


_ have on several occasions been unsuccessfully 
treated for hernia, I am quite unable to earn 


- My own living. I have no relations whatsoever 


in the Commonwealth, and sincerely trust 
you will take a favorable view of my case, as 
the pension is my only means of livelihood. 

, P.S.—I received my bill en ik ag certificate 
‘in January of 1915. 


The union of which this man is a Mem- 
_ ber allows him a certain sum per week, 
and I believe he also gets some assistance 
from the State. We cannot turn a man 
on. to the streets to starve simply because 
he was born in a foreign country. This 

man has been forty-six years a resident 


is nothing against, his character. 

Mr, Poynton.—Why' did he not take 
out naturalization papers nae those 
_ forty-six years ? 


Mr. WEST.—Because he came out 


~ under engagement to the Queensland Go- 
- vernment and thought he was thus na- 


turalized. It is easv to be wise after 
the event. He knows now that he 
should have become naturalized before. 
I am sure there is no desire to deprive 
him of his pension because of his remiss- 
ness. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—We 
the matter. 

Mr. WEST.—I have another case of 


will look into 


gon, late of Avondale, Cooranbong, New 

His case also requires con- 
He bought an annuity of 
£30, to become effective when he reached 
the age of seventy, but when he applied 


thorities deduced the amount of his an- 
nuity from his pension rights. There 
might have been no objection to this 
course, but the authorities capitalized the 
annuity and deducted £5 18s. 2d., the 
amount by which his income exceeded 
£26. A further deduction was made in re- 
spect of the value of his accumulated 
property, so that his pension was pay- 


num. I do not think that the Parlia- 


ment intended that individuals should be” 


penalized in this way. The depart-— 


ie erentel officers, oT understand, acted. on 


of Australia, and, so far as I know, there 


an old-age pensioner, Mr. W. J. Ander- 


for the old-age pension, the Pensions au- _ 


able at the rate of £20 11s. 10d. per an-- 





: Aik 0. 4) 1919-20. ai iit ‘ 


the idee of the Srowuk Law pepe 
ment, and, no doubt, faulty draftsman- — 


ship ‘of the measure is responsible for 
this anomaly. 


I trust there will be some — 
redress—perhaps, by an amendment of 
the Act—so as to remove thig disability — 
from old-age pensioners, who, in their i 
earlier years, may have purchised an an- . 
nuity. Unless this is done, all those who - 
purchased annuities will ‘be penalized. 
Here is a chance for members of ‘the 
Country party, to effect economy. If 
they can pursuade 100 people to by ane 
nuities, expenditure on ‘account of old-— 
age pensions will be correspondingly re- 
duced. I know there is a general desire — 
to finalize the Supply Bill, but I felt it 
my duty to bring these cases before the 
Committee, and I hope that somethens 
will be done. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—I promise the bane | 
orable member that T shall look into. the ki 
matter. 

Proposed vote agreed to. nee 

Remaining division agreed to; sehedulo. i 


agreed to. 


Preamble and title agreed to. i 
Bill reported without. amendment; re- : 

port adopted. ‘ 
Bill read a third time. 


ADJOURNMENT, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) (a, a iy 
moving— 

That the House do now adjourn. 


I should like to say that I hope honee | 
able members: will be able to conclude — 
their remarks on the Address-in-Reply on : 
Wednesday evening next, as nearly every- — 
thing that could be said in the debate 
has been said. There are many measures i 
of first-class importance awaiting atten 
tion, including one which, I think, it is 
the desire of all sections of the House to 
see finalized, namely, the War Gratyity 
Bill, The Bill is ready, and the Go- 
vernment desire to go on with it; and, — 
therefore, I hope that honorable mem- — 
bers will conclude their remarks on th 
Address-in-Reply on Wednesday evening. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs——Why not advance 
the War Gratuity Bill a stage, so. that 
honorable members may be wy to see its 
provisions. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mong nanel members” 
will see the Bill on Mbscmunere 


rs 

















































_Adjourert - 





| pK “TUDOR: (Yarra). 


- hhonorable members to conclude their re-— 


marks on the Address-in-Reply next Wed- — 
nesday evening. I can remember, in the 


 Jast Parliament, how the Prime Minister 
received the shock of his life when I did 


not debate the Address-1 n-Reply, and the 


. motion was scarried on the voices. In- 
} deed, there was no man in the Common- 


) wealth more annoyed at what I did than . ‘ 
: I am not sure, 
~ however, whether I shall follow that ex- 


was the Prime Minister. 


ample on this occasion, because, on other 
questions, no opportunity has-been pre- 
sented to me of saying a few words that 
I desire to say. I agree with the Prime 
Minister that the War Gratuity Bill is 
of first-class importance, and-I know that © 


many people throughout the Common- © 


wealth are anxious to see it. ~There are, 
many who are to receive advantages 
under it, while there are others who think 
Vi athat: they ought to receive advantages: 
Some persons were prevented by the 
military authorities from going away 
‘from the Commonwealth, and they think 
they: ought to be putin precisely the same 
position as returned soldiers. 
with what was said by the Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt) the other day, to the effect that 
this is a Bill which, to use his own phrase, 
‘ ought to be discussed in a “leisurely”. 
way; there should be no attempt to rush — 
it through until persons affected have an 
OP Pet to sherpa grasp its pro- 
Visions. 


’ [41}—The 
- Prime Minister. (Mr. Hughes) has asked — 


an opportunity to state their cases’ t tOe 


I agree 


Coo 7 


for gesting aise it eal ; 
Mr 


‘rushed Tee before foe pes have 


honorable members. I havein my mind _ 
representations which have been made t 
me by persons who. were © prevented from 
leaving Australia. 
discuss the question now, bat E think | 
other honorable members may ja of 

similar instances. . 4 


ome night Chor eae be an ye 
‘ment of the debate to afford honorable. 
members an- opportunity to study the de- 
tails of the measure. » ie 

The honorable member for. Darling 
(Mr. Blakeley) has asked me to ascer- 
‘tain from. he Government paciner they, ‘ 


days, and if 80, on vali day they onan) 
to adjourn, so that honorable membe 
-may be able to make their arrangemet 
Good Friday is three weeks to-day. _ 
Mr. Hueues—In il week we gould 


cae ‘the ele Wednesles | Vie it. 
the desire of honorable members, the 
vernment will make that arrangeme 


MM. fueron ae to ae fees or 


WAY 
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